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- The Chriſtian 
READER: 


WAgSeEs Hoy art-nt,] conceive,ſuch 4 
Y= (FN ſtranger to theſe times, but 
ISS rhox knoweſt,, that there 1s a 
| ſprrit of bitterneſs and con- 
Wed rextion among us ; whereby 
abundance of Goſpel-love 1s loff, and our © 
affeftions become unprofit able unto us : if. 
we could live more in the love of Chriſt 3; 
we ſhould live more..in the love ont of ano- 
ther : this following Treatiſe 'being firſt 
preadhed ( throngh the earneſt 1 ortnnity 
of many friends ) 1s now printed for to ele« 
 vate thy affeftions,and canſe them to mount. 
up with wings as Eagles unto Chrift, whe. 
is the del: ght of all delights, axd abſtr att 
of all praiſes. | 15 
' The Subjett of this diſconrſe is the peer- 
leſs, and unmatchable excellenty of Chrift, 
| wherew 


Tothe Chriſtian Reader: 
nherer «5: ſepver'd his rarity; pris, »ſe- 


Subreſs,” with the hi oh eflcem that the Fa- 
- ther puts upon hum, in which reſpett he 1s 


precious to Believers, Lowers the attra- 
ave Load-flong of Love : and never.was 
thereſuch ve-defervin 'S obpett as C brift 
upon” whos ſhould Saints place all rheir 
ſweet aff eft1ons that are to be exerciſed up- 
91 good; as 1que,” joy, ard delight ;{ but wp- 
0; hsin, whe 1s the brightneſs of Gods face, 
ard the expreſs Image of hs glory ? 

It will be worth thy time to ſtudy the ab- 
ſolute neceſſity, and tranſcendent excellency 
of Chriſt. ; he 13 precious and excellent in all 
relations, whether as meau,as Mediatonr,as 
God ; be 1s attrattive in his love,rguiſhin 


in his beauty, winmng and delight ful in 


all his graces : he 1s abſolute gain, without 
loſs,he 15 abſolme,for all ſnpply:.iu a word, 
Al the riches of Gods love, the brightneſs 
of his glory, - and the ſhining of his face ave 
creaſnred up in Chriſt, and by our wnon 
with him we come to enjoy them: 

"Now thr. 5 gxcellency of Chriſt \ muſt not 


lie, as A contemnedthing.s:. but it calls for. 


the ſlrength of our ſouls;' and the height of 


onr affe tons td be fixed upon it, There is 
0 objetl inthe world, Lut there 1s. a wall 


| its 


F 
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» 


relating to ity and inclinable-to. cloſe with. 
Y RY ſ pa 
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oY Phrifttah ReadeoT TINY 
it." Now what better objett Cay the wi 4Y 
an have, than Chriſt 2 if ups be not 
ere, what do we differ from beafts t and. 
a beaſt in the ſhuye of a mas 15 wirſt of all. 


"Tis good for'us, that God hath'placed ſuch | - 
ſweet aff eons of love , of joy, of delight, 
and thy like, in our ſouls : but 1t 1s much. 
better, that Gad hath provided ſuth an ob-. * 
JjeBt-for them ar Chriſt, who is the ſum-, 
mum bonuttt , \'4:d the top" of all felicuty 
and happineſs. Tt ts pity, we ſhould ggoſe fo. 
mach of our affefttons, 45 we do p07; the” 
world : when we caſt our affettions, wpou - 
Chriſt,they be not loft: he onely makes thems 
| heavenly and T4 Clogs, and gives thens to 
Us agar 1 Ila down our \lives for bro, 2 


they be not Þft, but gain'd nnto eternal > 
Ae > 4 LT fees} ah a 
8 I have ſrewed thee, wher#9h this . 
diſcourſe ij "*froundod's. 1dnnbly in Tating 
forth Chrift in his beauty, in his lave, mm 
his graces, inhiseffices, in his riches, and 
in all the  operativ38'sf his Spirit, in all 
thoſe rich and coſtly gifts, which he doth be= 
flow upon Beltewers,redeeming of them with 
his precrons bloud, ſanttifying of them with 
his precious graces, enriching of them with 
bus preciolis yrtniſes , revitng of thens 
with his precions love, comforting of _—_ 
F W 


_ 
<. * 


Toth Etriſtian Remler; i 


wth bis pregions Spirit, ard enuabling of 
thens with Pprecioms riviledges - : and all. 
this 1 15, 45 AP. pray, ve Load-| fone t0 ate. 
tratt and drax our hearts to him. 
New if thou wilt but take a view of all 

the bigh perfeltions and- [upremvinent Exe 
cal[eneies of Chrifh pf thou wilt anatonetg,e 
hin in every particular, and perticalarizc' 
hins ins every excellexcy, thou wilt fird him 
to be lovely in all the parts of lus Media»: 
torſhip, - it has perſon PP 7 bis PALMPES » all. 
Offices, and Graces, yes, he is the chief ,. 
or $ candard-beaxer of ten thouſand < . 
bay 1$ Sj alogrher lavely , he i LF wholly de- 
Now it 15 my, earveſt deſire, that 

th hong 4 14S »; WO 
wy they ener Ate w.,. _ ines hig hly 
efteem of him, that, -he ro ra #5 _ | 
unto thee, which is: the ehue ing [ can 
Ta: Sela ar "Pr abits why on 
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A Table of the main things 
.... contained in this following 
TREATISE. : 


Pa He coberence of the T ext, 


if . ke P. I, 26 

What is meant by precions, 3 

AS , Þ- 2:46 
Ws: What the faith 15,that efte:ms 
' Chriſt precions. . Þ: 5: 047% 


T he diviſion of the Text,with the Dotdrine 
_ comgned init.” : p.8 9: 
The wain Do(t»ine propintiided, viz. that 
thawgh Chriſt be [lighred ard nnderva- 
lued ty unbeliexers 5-y8 he 1s exceeding 
. precious to thaſe that do belieue, p. 10. 
T hs Dattrine.5 proved by three emment ex+ 
\—_ 5 1 
13 the, proſecution of the Doftrine , three 
things uxe.3u/iſted op, 1. ſome demon- 
ſprations, 2, Some inſtrations. 3: 
Grounds and Reaſons of the point. p.12, 
1. Demonſtrations,and they are fowr. 
1. Believers are impatient of Chrifts 
| | "2a * 7 © | abſence 


The Table; 
abſence, . - £30 Thig. 
3, Rl 6ark make diligent fork aft 
Chriſt when abſent. P. 1: L 
1. 1 hey ſeek.” #riſt Sond > ” the wſe of 
| -N alt meats; Pe Ie 
They IM E brift conſtantly withow 1- 
wr fron. <a ' ibid. 
3. Bel: \evers have a pradbati ab care 11 kee« 
png, ( briſk when they have Joond him, 
Ps 150 
4. Believers do bewail © brift*s PBs , 
ſeck uns with diligence , and keep bi ms 
' with prudence out of a principle of love, 
E | . . Þ- 190 
Love, what it 15. | . ibid, 
The Will c cannot he forced. G \4bid: 
The 4}1 muſt | havea ſmable objefb10 we 
1t out . - 2To 
C brift i IS furable good to th: ſoul Ps a-Be- 
lrever, ibid. 22, 
A l ecind thi ug 19 the bifeuiie of rhe 'Do- 
Brine rs the illuſtrations,” vis. 1, Ra- 
.. nity, 2, Eſteem, 3. Price, 4 4. nſeful- 
-el ED 
«. The rarity and ſcarcereſs of 'a ths. 
OY to be previous, e 2661 ing 
Chriſt 1s rare 11 the world, " ibid. 
2+. The high eſteem, that 15 caſf dads " 


Ihing ARS It precionse P4246 


Chrif 


The Table? 
Chrift is bighly prized by the Father,p.25] 
By Angel:s, P. 26, 
By Saints, t P. 27, 
3.T he great and exceſſive pricegthat 1s gi- 

ven & A thing wakes it precious, P. 2 9. 
HMnch hath been grven for Chriſt. p. 30. 
' 4. The aſefulne], and profirableneſs of a 


thing makes at precions. Di.3T. 
Chrift is precions for all thing: ,but cjpeci= , 
' allyfor "4 
xſtific at 10s P. 3 2, 
Santtification, | P- 34. 
The parts of Sandlification are two, viz; 
Mortificatione 
Vruification, P. 35. 


Believers are ſanflified by aninfiuence of 
grace flowing from Chriſt thai Head, 
RE uy page 36. 37. 
The third thing in the proſecution of the 
Dottrine is the g+ olinds aud reaſons ,. 
why Believers ds ſo hughly eſteem of 
Chrift, | p. 38, 
I, Reaſon, Believers are in ſome Mao 
convinced. | 
I, Of their muſery without Chriſt, ibid... 
2. Of their ;nability to belp themſelves, ib, 
2, Reaſon, Believers apprehend an infinite 
treaſure and happineſs, that God hath 
treaſured wp jn Clift 5 and that to be, 
A. 3 Joyhe 


, 


The:Table, 
foyned to hum, ts. the only way to _obtars 
th:ſe bleſſings. 
. , -\ Fathers love. 
viz. the 4 Pardon of ſin, \. 
Mamfeſtation of Gods face, 

Y \ page 42, 

I, T he love of God 1s influite like humſel fa + 


and cannot be coaſerred upon, any crea» 


- cure for its own ſakes ibid. 
C brift aloxe 15 a ſutable objeRt for the love 
.” of God. | x4. $Id 


T he tre. (ares of Gods love aud riches are 


. firſt is Chriſt , 'axd by him conveyed to 
WS. -, Page 43. 
2. T here is an abſolnte neceſſity of Christ 


for the pardgn of fin, | Þ+45- 
Chriſt redimtegrates mercy aud juſtice,when 
they ſeemed to be at variance. ib. 


Chriſts bloud onely purges away ſin.” p. 48. 
When fin 1s pardoned there a confinence 

of all bleſſings comes along withit, 

| PALE 49, 9O, YI, 

3. 1t is Chrift alone, that doth as gt were. 

Hnmask and uwveil the face of God , 

ard helps us to a manifeH ation of it, 

| | Page 52. 

Chriſt is the brightneſs of Gods glory,p.54. 

3. 'Reaſon, Chriſt 1s precrons and excellent 

1y all relations : either as he 28 man, or 

as 


b; "el # " 
hs 2 7 4 ' [ 


a8 he is Medaatoror as he 11 God, po 5+ 
1. As man, Chriſt was holy and bara 

| | tbid- 
2 Chriſt was lovely in his abaſement «.p.57; 
Chrift was in the Eſſential form of God, 


| age 53; 

Chriſt did evacnate and empty himſelf of 
all his'glory, . 59, 60. 
3. Chrift was obedient unto Fx will of 
his Father. . -P/G1- 


Repent ance was hid from his eyes, when 
he was mnder the preſſures of Dive 
wrath, page 62, 
He prays the cup might paſs from him 
with ſubmiſſion to bis Fathers will. 
page 63. 
4. Chriſt as man, was perfett in grace-, 
| - page 64, 65. 

Chriſt was more perfett than Adam. P-H6, 

Chriſt”s Excellency ſhines forth in divers 


 reſpeits, as man. p..67, 68, 
"2,"Chriſt is excellent as God-man, as he is 
= o . : 69, 


AMdia' > : P 
atorſhip of ChriFF we areto 


ee things . 'VIZ. his 


Chriſt was the head of all Propicts 1a di- 


E73it- wer ſs 


The T2 ) bl Oy a 
- "werſe __ - al 
I. All other Prophets were bat. types ard 
ſh:dows of Chris, _\ 
Moſes was «type of Chriſt in diverſe re- 


ſpe s, tbid. 71, 
Noah, David, Eliſha, Jonah, Join the 
Baptiſt were all types of Chriſt.p.72,7 F- 
2. Other Prophets could ſpeak onely tothe 
ears 'f men: but Chrift ſpeaks tothe 
heart . ibid, 
Other Prophets could preach miſdome un'o 
men: but Chriſt can preach menwiſr,” 
| : Page 74. 
3. Other Prophets were inſtrumental to 
ſearch out the mind of Goa ; and they. , 
did ii by way of att onely : but the mind 

. of God was in Chrift habitually and 
radically, De T6. 
How all fulneſs is ſaid to dwell in Chriſt, 
| | Page 76, 
4. Other Prophets could reveal but ſome 
* part of the wall of God, and at ſome 
times onely ; but Chriſt doth'it fully,and 
altogether. bid. 77. 
s. Other Prophet s might no th them 
ſelves : but Chri#t might, P. 78379. 
6, All Prophets had their Commuſſ#vn from 
_ Chr iſt, | P, 8, 
C kriſt is the fountain, of all Prophecies 
pare 87, 82,83, 2, Chriit 
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3. Chrif i 154 Prieſt whertin « 8 the heard 
' i & frengthofbis medi ation.p. 84. 8586, 
X 7 he Cay aud exctedſn Precionf, ſeſs 
fr # the Priefthood of Chrits | is ſet forth 
Þ collation and. compar: ſe on between 
e bom and the Levitical Priefts, thoſe of 


: Aaron's order. pag ge 87. 
p I-1n the Leviticall Prieft-hood there were 
? 'A plurality of Priefts bit Chriſt was 
Pri oft alone, © [bis 
4 


2. Inthe Levitical Prief hood thre was 
%z © chan ey . and a ſucre ſion of Priefts 4 , 43 
but C rift s Prieſt 0d was 1p» ſſibls. \ 
a:e 88, | 
Chr: Bn was not a Prieſt after Azron' $ " ? 
' bat Melchiſedec's. .. 
In what reſpef} Melchiſedec is ſaid to be 
without Father and Mother, ib. 8g. 
3-T he Levitical Prieſts off red ofte-1111+! : 
but Chriſt offered 3ut once. 'p.'99. 91. 
4- Other Prieſt: and their Sacrifices were 
bat types, and ſhadows, : .Chrift 15 the 
efſe'c> aid ſubſtance of thoſe things, p91. 
$.Otber Prieſts emr:d only into that place, 
which was typically holy -but C os - | 
. to heaven it (lf , 
If men will Tud 12. and Pickto Milabcat! 
radiments ; thy have nid #t 'gbt to" el: 


of che Chri 1Ans Altar, 94. 
ff ft td wo 


EF», » 


| Er 8 
6 Other vie ?; ered '4 | Fa homſe Tt 
A fterward \ for.the Pepe: ml 
*, Was without br» \,and need y/-4 
erifice for hizn(elf.. FC”, 4 95. 
7. Chriſt was amercifml Priefs. Pr 96, 97. 
8. Chrift was the Prieft,the 1 tmple,or 1 a- 
. bernacle, the > Altar and the. Sacrifice 


vu in ane perſon; *..* : Pape 98. 
. He was Prieſt T1 eee of bath 
| EE OS x P.99» 


2, He was the Taree or - temple moſt 
." properly according to his God-head, 


page 100, 
| 3-He was av Altar moſt properly according 
3 , to his Divinity. '  _ P+. 101, 102. 


; 4. Nets a ſacrifice moſt properly Accor - 
3g : ding to his manhood. "Ps; IQ3, IO4e 
Eo ' «Chit as Mediatour is a King : andin 
his K ingly Office he ſhines for t; moſt ex= 
ollomly above.all other Ki ings, and that. 
. In divers reſpett-. P. 195. 
T, Chriſts K <—/"he LS {p; ritual. ibid. 
Chriſt onel 1rales.over the (. onſ cience,ib. 
The fauls of men are one of Babylons chief 
. merchar dive. 196. 
Domination arg. Lordſhip over the foul! and 
+ Conſcitxce, 15 that part of Chriſts glory, 
. which he will matigrve to anther, i», 
Ware Mot 10 mancipate ard flame 0ur 
( onſcrences 
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*Conſciences to'any humane deviceinmat- * "I 
* ters meerly ſpiritual. . "P-405» 
ff Chriſt rales in the Kingdoms of men, and 
* meddles in their ſecular aff airs 1n refe- 
** rence to his own ſpiritual Kinodomr, ib. 
7 bb page 108, 
2. Chriſes Kingdom 1s univer(al.. p. 109. 
In refpect of all Nations,” | - ibid. 
2-1 reſpett of all ſorts and conditions of 


men | © Þ«'IIO, Ike 
3.1nreſpelt of all Ages and times of the 
world.” - | "> PLE 


4. In reſpeft of all creatures, pe 112» 
2. Chriſt rules as King alone without et= 
ther colltagne inthe largeneſs of his do- 
'  minion , or Regent inhis minority , or 
7 ice-rop 11 bis abſence. ' P» 114,115 
4. Chriſt is an eternal and everlaſting 


King. page I16, 
In what reſpect Chriſes Kingdoms 15 ever 
laſting, page 117. 


In what reſpe® Chriſt ſhall give uy that 

* Kingdom to the Father at the laſt Day, 

ol | " qbid. 18. \ 
. Chriſ:s Kingdom 15 not ſubject to ſucceſſton 1 
' or to be devolved 'and rould down to af- 4 
© Fer-comers, page 119, 129. A 
5. Chriſt is matchleſswnd ennnent abowe 
all other Kengs 1n all royal vertwes , en- 
ON 4 dowment s, 


1 


; 


| & 
IK Table, 
, fownments, and accompliſho;ents. p. 121, 
I. Hes a moſt ſapient and wiſe King bg 
2. He i amoſtpuiſſant& warlk K ing. ib, 
L. 3+ He 15 4s em! nent 17 prace, s he 35 88 


war | page 122, 

4+ He 15 a wpoſt juſt and Righteous King, 

| BR,  Paye 1 23s 

SeHe is a moſt mild and mere. fol King, 

| "Page 124, 

Chri#t as King 15 eminent above all o= 
thers, | f /” P.'825. 

The: third the vg ll poken of & hriſt,as AM edi qa 

 toxr is bis wod- herd ibid, 


T here are fathom!eſs depihs, and flnpendie 
ous Myſteries , and confounding excel- 
lencies to be found in God. P. 126. 
1: general , Ch iſt is exceli-nt , in that be 
. #5 the altitude and ſ:; mity of all glory, 
' and one eternal God, the [ame un effence 
_ #xd ſubſtance wh the Father, p, 127. 
In ſpecial thus. | 
L, Chriſt ſhines, as the Sun, in all perfea 
ton and ſufficiency of wiſdom, power , 
goodneſs,love, Majeſty glory. p. n28, 
. all theſe perfeftions are originally in 
Chriſt. ibid. 
4. All perfeftipns of vertue are 1n Chrif 
inthe abitraft ,, they are his eſſence, 
ba Page 139,130. 
ſome 
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ſaxse concluſions are draws. fron the 
Ged-head of C hri $F,by Scripture apho- 
 Fiſms, to ſet forth the precionſueſs of 
_ Christ, p. 131, 132, 133, 134 135« 
A fourth Reaſon why Chriſt :s preciousro © 
Believers ;. viz, he 15 abſolute for all 
manner of ſnpply : ard the ſupply whieh 
he makes to Believers 63 full , ſutabley 
ard conFft ant. " Page 136, 
1, Chriſt makes a full ſupply to the ſoul , 
- as 1s manifeFted by many types and (ha- 
dows which of old bad relation to bims. 


4 


| Page 137, 13%. 
2. T he ſupply that we have by Chriſt :s ſu- 
| table,” ibid. p. 139. 


-R C briſt makes & conſtant It pply of grace, 


| q Þ. I 4©, I4Ty I 2. 
A fifth Reaſon, Chriſt is the moſt hives 2” 


objett iy the world for the ſoul, p. 143. 


1. Hes abſolute gain, id; 
3. He is univerſal gain, P. 144+ 

| i. 1s reſt elt of perſons, ibid, 
2. in Bo of all times, | 145% 
3.1nr ſpett of all things, ibid, 


3, Chriſt 15 gain in.ard for himſel f.p.146s 

A ſixt Reaſ, Chriſt 1s precions to Believ— 
ers, becauſe of the attrattiveneſs, and 
alluring vertue, 


Of his loves 3% 
| Of 


. The Table, - 
+ Of bis beauty, | _ Þ- 147, 
Of h35' grace Hl 
rt. Chrifts love is very winning and conci- 
. Trating , drawing the aff ethons of the 
ſoul ro Chrift, P. 148, 149. 
2. Chriſt is winning and attrattive in his 
beanty. ; ibid. 
He 1s of a fai» & comly complex1on.p.150, 
He 1s proportionabls in all tarts, p. 151, 
3. Chriſt is attraltive in his graces (152. 
conſider'd 

I. As inherent in himſelf, P 153» 
2. As beſtaved npon the Saints, 
Wes p. PÞ- 154, I55» 
Believers are the glory of Chriſc. 'p. 156. ' 
Reaſqn 7. Chriſt is precious to Believers 
from that evidence of Intereſt, T19ht, and 
propriety.that they have in him, p.157. 
I all his works and performances 0,158. 
2.1n all his digmties and honours. p. 159. 
3. 1» all his Officet and admin trations. 
; | P. 160, 
4:Tnall his bleſſed influences & graces, ib. 

4 he application of the pornt. : 
1. We. /r ſhewes us the reaſon why the 
- oſt in the world do deſpiſ; Chriſt,and 
cave not for him y namely, becauſe they 
have no farth. | P, IG6T. 
Where Chriſt ſeems a deſpicable and worth- 
"WIS, . teſs 


—- 


EE. 
We may judge of all our affeltions, by the 
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leſs thing, there's no faith , as appears 


1. By their 1 gnorauce. 19 D. 162, 


2, By their ftumbling at Chriſt P,163,164, 
3. By their not 1mprovivg of Chriſt.p. 165. 
4. By their careleſneſs of the things of 
Chriſt. P. 166, 167, 168, 169+ 
5, BÞy their refuſing to receive Christ. 
P. 170, 171, 
6, By their being ſatisfied without Chrift, 
Bj Bo 1723 173% 
2, Uſe. The diſcovery of. fit objebt for 
our eff eQt1ons. P. 174, 
The affe&10ns of the Saints are ſome more, 
and ſome leſs intenſive upon Chriſt, 
| |  Þ, 17%. 276% 
3, Uſe. The diſcovery of the ſiagular ef- 
fefts,the excellency of Chriſt, Dave upon 
Believers, drawn 'g out their a eftions 
unto him, CRE, . 
aff ett1on of love. | | ibid. 
Love is the hetoht of our eſteem, and there 
are 1n it three alt s or effeits, viz. 
1. Complacency or wel-pleafedaeſs. p. 178.” 
1. hat the love of complacency is , being 


referred ta C hrift. "106" 
Chriſt is an cxeeeding pleaſing objelt 104 
believing ſoul. , Þ- 179-' 


Chriſt is welcome to a Belt ever hawever he 
repreſents himſelf, p- a Thy 


Des The Table? 
The Saints are wel-pleaſed with Chriſt is 
W 25g deſertions. P. 181, 182; 


Chriſts ſweerneſs dath ſwallow np all bus 


bitterneſs. P. 183. 
The force of that copia i, which 1s tx 
Chriſt,is ſuch,that nothing can maky his 


| Saints weary of their projeſſi 01, P» 184y 
| 8 


185, 
t. From complacency flows a deſire Ys; 
Won. © ibe 
T he love of umon defi rres to exjoy C _ WF 
106, 
Chriſt is enjoyed, : 
I. Iz his Ordinances; ibid, 
- . 2, tnhis ſecret & ſweet appearances, 
tathe ſoul. Pp. 187, 188, 

..__ 3e Tuhys perſonal preſence.p,189. 1905 
3. From complacency and deſire of union 
flows benevolence or good-will, ps 191, 
Benevolence bein erred 1 to Chriſt, Ti | 

an affettion whereby we defire, his natue | 
1a 7 he glorift fied, | ; "8s 
A Bel; evers love to Chrift 55 4 conſtrain- 
Ing love, P, 192. 
Uſe. We are to conſider the unmatchable 
excellency & preciouſneſs of Chrift, 193. 
We are to confider by way of native, thoſe 
rich and coſtly gifts , which Chriſt hath 


beſtowed 1p0n Wi; & they, are ſuch ai thiſe, 
"+." 


- - Precious bloud. | | 

Precions Graces, + 
' ,. "Precious Promiſes, _ 

# | VIZs Precious Lewe:-.. P. 1943 
Precious Spirit, © l 
Precious Priviledges. 

14 Motive. / he bloud of Chriſt rs precious 

 4ntheſe-reſpetts | 

| 1, From the pw ity of his humane nature.ib, 

2, {t was noble bloud,  P- 1950 

3. It was ts Life-bloud |. ' p, 1964 

4 Erom his perſonal umon of his Mans 

hood with his God- head: p. 197, 198. 

5. In the bleſted of lts rheriaf,  p, 199, 

Is 1t ſaves from wrath. '- tbid, 

alt is the proce of redemoprion,p.200, 201, 

3. It is the 'bloud of entrance into* heaven 

_ by which ©. rift emtred, © p, 202« 

By which Believers emer. p. 203, 204« 

24 Mor « Chriſt hath beſtowed upon Beliea 


Vers precious graces, . _ P- 2095, 
Faith is called a precious grace 3. and that 
for theſe reaſons, xo eld 
t. {tis the root grace © Þp.2066 
'2o ty reſ ett, of its Awathor, P. 207, 
3. In ng of its objeff, Pp. 208 
4. From the effetts and workings of »t. 

'. ' P, 209. 210, 


5- Mot. The pronuſes of Chri#t are great 
an precions, if we conſider 1, The 


Ae Che 


i. The nature. of the Promiſe. par I,212, 
" & 20. 
* 2, Of the Antiquity of the Pronyſe. 
as 214, 215, 216, 217, 218, 719. 
he precious things now aintd 1 in the 
”p omuſes which do appert ann” 


"P "To temporal life. hy + 520, 22414 
2. To ſpiritual grace,  P- 222,223, 
' -3. Toerernal glory. P- 224 225: 


. Mot. Chriſk pak befoned Precious 


*: love, awd | precious it is ty e, = 


1. Infomee.” \ P. 2264 

ASH 2 Gracious, © '*Þ, 227, 

: 1". 7 NT. Þ: 22, 2290 
' , . te. Eternal . P, 230, 231; 


C Mot. Chriſt biſton's u 04 Br e#pers his 
| Prociops. Spirit which. oth theſe things. 

1 «lt 111 ygpinates Our minds, 'Þ: & 32,233. 

2. It ſanfifies our natprec ,. ard therefore. 


. ©Ompare Ev 36, 


wile SING og OR ,.\ 
: Towark f Nig 


36 The Spirit ſcalrage avs. 'p 239» 
y WAY 5% * 240. . 

6. Mot. Chr: ft beſtiws mpou og 

_ Priviledges, wamely, 

1. Acceſs rophe throne of Grate, p. 2415; 

242» 

24 Grad, Sneedls of their ſuits. P. rides 
244 h 245, yy 247, 248. 


SIS... IL 
PRECIOUSNESS 


CHRIST 


Ynto BELIBVERs, 


"VEL [4 _—_—— ——_— ' _ * 


I P ATH K L, TP, 
ato you therefore which believe , be 
of precious. 


| HE pat article [ wherefore ] 
FC in the beginning of this 
Chapter intimates a _ 
nexion,, and conſequent! ay 
the Apoliles Aarvieyy. Wi 
his Echorraich begun in pays + precedent. 
The firſt {of Bo, e exh bs is, tO 
lovg Us yd gf God 's Vverj, s As = 


"a = 


6 ono the mo" Wy chit. 

boyy "abe ve# | | 

word.” | 

and alſo give ſuitable os agree "71s rea- ' 

ſons. His preparation isin the firſt verſe, 
ing afide-all malice and all gule,&c. 

his reafons follow the Text: = the fir 

is Edification in theſe words , That you 

may grow thereby. The ſecond i 1s taken 

from the SubjeA, or main Argument of 

the word, and that is nded 

unto us by taſte : If and +> "3 taſted 

that the Lord is gracious verf. 

Now that riſk is the -— Sab- 

- jet and chie Arguty ument of the word, 
is declared from the fourth verſe unto - 
the eleventh. 

Firſt, in Believers adhering ta Chriſt 
by Faith, ſet forth to us under the term 
of coming ; To whom coming, ſaith che 
Apoſtle. Then we haye the reaſons of 

this duty. Firſt, becauſe Chriſt is the 
foundation of the ſpiritual edifice or 

- building, called therefore a living flone, 

VeIIl,. 4. * 

' Secondly,becauſe Believers are there- 
_ by alſo mare ively ſores, ver. 5, Chriſt 
is the foundation, and Believers are the 
ok ut 

. Both theſe 64h are illuſtrated : 

Firſt, 
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44 W0-Belf 
Firlt, Chrgft was choſen and preciom. - Se- 
condly, Believers were « holy Prieſthoed, 
Now that Chriſt is a. lively and precious 
ſtone , the Apoſtle confirms by teſti- 
-meny.of Scripcure, verl; 6, Behold I lay 
.a» Son a chef corner. ftont , WNiulov, 
ET{{KOv, elett and precions. | 
This Teſtimony is explicated by the 
contrary affetions of men, wiz. to Be- 
lievers he is precious - To unbelievers 4 
ſtone of ſumbling, and avrock of offence. 
Hnto yow which believe he is precrous : 
Here for expoſition ſake. we muſt ob- 
ſerve in the words two things : Firſt, 
what is meant by the word precious ? 
Seconidly , what manner of, faith it is, 
*that is here ſpoken of. - . Dec 
He ts precioms, the word is Tiwn, Ho- 
nour ; as if the Apoſtle had 1aid, he is 
to you that believe an honour, er ho- 
.nourable, Praiſe, glory, and honour 
are zromilcnoully and indifferently ta- 
kenfor one and the ſame thing : Burt if 
po. reſpe&'their property, they differ 
aus, 
Firſt, duos, praife, is, when we make 
honourable mention of others, : This is 
external, and exprefled by the tongue 


© Or pens | 
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The prerionſneſs of Chrit 
Secondly Jofx, Glory is a reverend, 
and venerable {opinion that we have of 
others : This is Internal, lying in the 

mind. 

© Thirdly, Ty, Honour comprehends 
both theſe, being a teſtification of the 
opinion that we have of other mens 
excellency and worth, declared. by out- 
ward ſigns, as reſpeRtfull ſalutations, 
uncovering the head, bowing the knee, 
and the like. * We have: a double ex- 
preflion, 2 Pet. 1. 17. Chriſt recei- 
ved from his Father Ti-ajv #, Jv, 
honour and glory , as much as to ſay 
tranſcendent Glory : Glory in the high- 

eſt degree. 
The Hebrew word importing henovwtr 
and glory, is properly of weightineſs ; 
as Pax] mentioneth the werght of glory, 
2 Cor, 4; 17, 12 Kabad lignifieth to 
| - aggravate, add, Or increaſe : So muſt 
'* Thema * We add excellency, price, eſtimation, 
iftud pgni- and weight of honour unto Chrit ; 
þcat ing:4- Nat that we can really and ſubſtantially 
W. - oo add the leaſt cubit unto the ſtature of 
»  ©,,x:t. ;» his Glory, of his beauties and perfeQi- 
Lexic, Ons; forhe'is rich, and full, and abſo- 
Jute without us : But we muſt add con- 
digne and worthy praiſes to him, _ 
oF | | | » 
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ſo acknowledge him to be that which 
he is : We add not any worth unto 
Chriſt , but onely an agnition or ac- 
knowledgment of his worth. | 

I come to the ſecond ueſtion, name- 
ly, what manner of Faith it.is, that the. 
—_ ſpeaks of ? The Divipe ſpeaks 
three kinds of Faith ;. Natural, Le- 

gal, ' and Evangelical. | The natural 

aith is to believe.that God :s, or that 
there is God, Hebrx. 11. 6., generally 
all reaſonable Creatures, both Angels 
and men have ſuch a Faith as this : The 
Devils believe that there is a God, and 
tremble, ſaith the Apoſtle. - | 

Legal faith is to belive that God 
ſpeaks Truth in the Scriptures , or that 
the word of God is true ; Hiſtqxies,Pro- 
pheſies, Promiſes, Threatnings , every 
line of that ſacred Text, as it was in-; 
dited by the. Spirit of God, they all. 
breath out Truth, without the leaſt jot 
or tittle of falſhood in them. Now the 
Faith that aſſents to this is called Legal, 
becauſe the Law , and particularly the 
firſt Commandement injoyns me to 
honour God ; and I do honour him, - 
when I believe that which he ſajth is 
true, 
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- Evangelical Faith'is to believe God 
in Chrift. God is objetiuns ultrmuns fides ©FS 
the ultimate, or the higheſt obje& of 
Faith : And Chriſt is 0bjebins wediatum, 
the mediate object chereof. Chriſt is the 
Medium by which we go unto God: 
By hins we buljeve In God, 1 Peter 1.21, 
and (faith Paw) we truſt throngh Chriſt 
ro Godward, 2 Cor. 73. 4. 

True Evati$elical Faith is that where- 
by rhe Soul doth roll or cafl itſelf. ppon 
Chrift, as pon a ſufficient-and fairhfull 
Saviour. | © | | 

And that this is the ny Faith, 
15 declared by theſe phrafes of, Scrip- 
rure. Toleanupon the Lord : The He- 
brew.word APU to lean, produces and 

brings fosth the word that ſignifieth a 
ſtaff; becanſe we lean'upon it ; Now 
Faith in Ecripture is ſet forth by both. 
theſe terms: In reſpe& of- Faith, the 
Lord is ſaid to be the ftaff of bus people, 
2 Sam. 22,19. and they are ſaid to /tan, 
or to ſtay themſelves upon bhims,'Eſa. 10.20. 
Again, the word 1D1 ſignifies both 
confidence, hope and ſecurity, all which 
are effe&ts of Faith : The radical word 
is uſed to expreſs the at of. Faith, P/a/. 
49+ 3. And very {ignificant and choice, 
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- to declare; the work of | Faith is that * 
phraſe mm 22 and applied unto 
David, ard to Chriſt, Pſal. 22.2, As 
much as to ſay, to roll ones ſelf on the 
Lord. Arius, Montanus renders it, 
volve ad Downun,coll to the Lord : The 
Hebrew word belides the. primative 
fignification of rouling,. imports alſo a 
confident committing of ones ſelf unto 
another, Again, MIR, Faith Ggni- 
fies a leads of firm reſting upon the 
Promiſes of. God. It is ſaid, Exodss -Y 
* 17, 12, .that ,Afoſes his bands were ſte4- * Ainfw. in ** 
" dy wntill the going down of thi San , Loc. "f 
where the ſame word is-uſed for ſteady, © | 
as for Faith. Now then ſecing that to 
believe in God is to lean npon him, as Rn 
on a ſtaff, or a ſupporter ; to roul aur #*. 
ſelyes to him, or on him, as Creatures 4 
that cannot ſubliſt happily ſeparated 
from him'; and alſo.to. geſt Keadily in 
him, as in God al-ſufficient, and the ve- 
ry Life and Salvation of our Souls : Cer- 
tainly this cannot be done by an aQ ef 
the underſtanding, bur by an a@- of the 
will, Confidence indeed is a fruit of . 
Faith', but yet you muſt take it thus: 
'As it relates to God: in depeudance on 
him for (me future good, (Fic is hope. 
| : B 4 | But 
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The precieeſmes of Chriſt 
But as it re pre him offering him 
ſelf to us in Chriſt at prefenr, fo it is 
ie : —_ _ wr proſe of 
the A E T\yPsÞoPyetis,' being full 
z> ; Rom. pxgi4n oobrmns, he 
ſubſtance or prone of things hoped for ; 
and Atyx0s, the Argument, or Demon- 
ſtration of things pi, Hebr. 11.1: 
_ Having ſhewed whatis meant by Pre- 
cio, and whit is the Faith that eſteems 
Chriſt ſo: I come to the Diviſion of the 
Text. In the words obſerve, "© 
Firſt, the Perſon eſteemed, or honou»- 
red, Chris. 7 "SY 2M NS 
Secondly , the Perſons 'fo eſteeming_ 
or honouring, Believers, | 
_ Thirdly , the Ground or Reaſon of 
all, implied in the word T herefere. Itis 
a relative Particle, importing ſome An- 
tecedent, or es yown Reaſons of tlie 
Preciouſneſs 'sf Chriſt tq ' Believers, 
a5— 
7. That heis found to be a precio 
fone, verſe. 4. | ws I 
2. Thar Believers alfo are made by 
wh lively ftexes, as we read inthe fifth 
VEY (Ces 4 
\ 3. Thexe is likewiſe Teftimany of 
Scripture alledged: to confirm the Ex- 
"ES PO cellency 
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tellency of Chriſt : Therefore he mult 
needs be precious. Fit 

The words afford fis theſe Dodrines 
or Obſervations. WY 3 

Firſt , Chriſt is very honourable and 
precions. Chrift is honoured in Hea- 
ven and Earth, by God the Father,” by 
the Holy'Ghoſt in the Scriptures , «by 
his Angels and by Believers: All theſe 
put ſuch worth upon him, That he »s the 
chiefeſf- of ten thouſand, Cantic, the fifth 
chap. verſ. the tenth. 1 Sag" 
Secondly, however Chriſt be under- 
valued by ſuch as have no faith, and do 
not . believe; yet he-is exceeding precis 
ous to thoſe that do believe.” 

Thifdly , Chriſt is precious to Belie- 
vers, becauſe of his proper and inherear 
Excellency , called therefore a precrores 
ſtone ," becauſe of: his uſefulneſs, being 
' a Foundation to build apon : Becauſe 
of his bleſſed efficiency or operation, 
making them that build upon him to 
become living, or {:vely ſtones - and fil- 
; nally, becauſe all theſe beauties and 
lovelineſles of Chrift are notſhucks and 
ſhadows, but Truths and Realities, be- 
ing confirmed by a ſure and infallible 
word of. Prophecy. F Fm {: 
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Doftrin, 


” The preciouſneſs of Chris 
- TI ſhall make bold to wave th? firſt Dg< 


Arine, becauſe the ſubſtance and matter 
thereof ſhall be laid open in the ſecond, 
which was this, | | 
T hat thongh Chriſt be ſlighted and ure 
dervalned by wnbaltevers, yet he is exceed- 
ng precious to Believers. Where there 
: Faith to believe, there Chriſt is highly 
eſteemed of, and precious above all the 
things in the world. . 
ence it is that the Kingdom of /Hea- 
vea is likened to'Treaſure hid in a field, 
and to a goodly Margarite or Pearl, 
which the Merchant having found he 


 ſelleth all to buy it. Mark I pray. - 


Firſt, :t 15 4 Merchant m4», and Mere 
chants commonly are well ftored with 
money, and of the richeſt ſort of men: 
It was much then for ſuch an one to part 
with all that he had ; ſurely that thing 
mult needs be ſuperlatively excellent, 
that could move him to do thus. * © 

Secondly , it is a Merchant, the He- 
brew \\n which (gnifies a Merchant, 
doth alſo fignifie a Seeker or Searcher, 
becauſe Merchants do ſearch up and ' 
down in divers Countries fos their pre- 
cious things : This notes the great pains 
that is taken about the Pearl. 


v5 ; Bp l v "Al *% wy 
Thirdly , when he hath made up his 
reſolution thus to forſake all , obſerve 
his policy : He hid#s the Pearl and the 


Treaſure , craftily he conceals it and . 


keeps it cloſe, that ſo he may make it 
ſure to himſelf, and that no man may 
deprive him of it. 

Fourth, He ſeleth all, to ſhew that he 
yalues it above all things in the world ; 
and wohuld rather part with all, thenmf(s 
of ſuch a bargain. To | 

Fifthly, He ſellzth all with joy : Th 
which he doth, he doth with a very 
good will , ſo far from any flicking, at 
it, ſo far from any repenting or wa- 
vering , ſo far from any changing of 
mind, that he perliſts' in his reſolution 
with a cheerfull and joyfull heart. 
Now what is the ground and reaſon of 
all this? Verily it 1s Chriſt, a Treaſure, 
a Pearl of ineſftimable and unvaluable 
price ; this is the. thing .that the Soul 
like a politick Merchant-man eyes all 
this while, and is glad to leave all to en- 
Joy it. 

See this in the Apoſtle , he counted 
all. things but loſs for the excellency of 
| Chriſt ; yea, he counted them but d4«zg, 
ClArha., dogi-meat, Wo New nip3uoa, 


that 


- 
- 
2 
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- 142 ' , The prectouſneſs of Chriit 
that I may win or gain Chrift , faith 
he, that is, that I may get more near 
communion with him , and that I may 
* be ſatisfied with a larger portion of his 
fulneſs. IT. hs 

Atoſes alſo counted the worſt of Chriſt 
better then the beſt of ſin : Nothing 
can be imagined worſe of Chriſt then 
reproach and affliftion ; yet Afoſes ſets 
theſe againſt the pleaſures of ſin, and 
the treaſures of Egypt : He choſe rather 
70 ſuffer affiftio with the people of God, 
than ts enjoy the pleaſures of ſin for a ſea- 
fon; eſtcemin the reproach of C hriſt better 
riches than the treaſures of Epypt, Hebr. 
Ix. 20. 

| Now belide theſe examples, I will 
endeavour further to prove and illu- 
ſtrate the Do&rine in this method. 

Firſt, I will ſhew the or), that it 

is ſo. | 
Secondly, the 19071, how it is ſo. 
And thirdly, the d\ſt, why it is ſo. 
In the oi it ſhall appear by theſe De- 
 _ monſtrations. | 

1 Demon- Firlt , Believers are very impatient 

ſtration.” of Chriſt's abſence. Chriſt may vail 
himſelf for, a while, and withdraw his 
Light and' comfort from the Soul ;- 

_ though 


- 
. 


" to Behevers; + 15 

though he take not away his love, yet 

he may ſuſpend the as of it : He may 

ſeem to frown, he may ſo abſcond, ſo 
hide and ecclipſe himſelf, that-che Soul 
far a while loſeth ſenfe, and feels not its 
own happineſs. Now ,when it is thus 
with a Believer, Chriſt is gone, the com- 
fort and affurance of his Love is gone, 
Joy and Light is gone, O hoy dejeted, 
how diſconſolate is the Soul then 1 (6 
far asa man is ſpiritual , the flame of 

love to Chriſt is kindled in him: * And +» Malig 
then he cannot fit down without him. preſence 
He is the fountain of all ſupply , he is Ch:i/to efſe 
the ſtaff of ſtrength, the ſupport of joy, '" _'*f*7%, 
and the very life of the ſoul : O that 1} on Ig 
might ſee him (ſaith the Believer) Oh ſto in calls 
that I might live in his preſence ! No- Luther 1 
thing in the World will content. tim, Genel. 
neither honor, nor riches, nor pleaſures, 

nor friends, nor any thing elſe will con- 

tent him, till he find him whom his Soul 

loveth, till he find the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 

whom formerly with unſpeakable plea- 

ſure he —_ . 2 

Secondly, conlider that earneſtinqui- \ 

ſition and diligent ſearch, which has i ms 
liever makes after Chriſt when abſenr. 

He ſeeks him diligently and con- 
Rantly, Firit, 
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The prectouſneſs of Chris 
Firſt, his diligence appeareth in thar 
he ſearcheth for Chriſt in the uſe of all 
holy Ordinances : Who ſo eſteemeth 
Chriſt, the ſame perſon can ſlight no 
Ordinance of Chriſt, hearing, prayer, 
meditation, conference with the godly, 
and the like : He hath found ſuch {weer- 
neſs in all theſe, that he cannot give 
over his ſearch and inquiry, untill he 
hath” found Chriſt. Thoſe Ordinances 
are ( as I may ſay) a walk wherein 
Chriſt is wont to meet with his people ; 
a Believer therefore doth with great ea- 
gerneſs , delight and ſtudy put himſelf 
upon that way. If he find not Chritt 
preſent, his ſpirit fails ;. the ſoul is in 
a ſyncepe, or fit of ſwooning , there is 


, a ſwift and a ſudden failing of Rrength. 


this, Cantic. 341, 2,3, By might 0n my 


But Chriſt being once found, this is as 
life from the dead. The Ordinances ther- 
fore in which Chriſt preſents and offers . 
himſelf, are very precious to a Believer. 
The ſoul that hath once felt the quick- 
ning power of thoſe Ordinances, will 
hardly, or never be kept from:them. 
Secondly, the true Believer ſeeks | 
Chriſt conſtantly, he ſeeks him without 
intermiſſion or ceaſing. See a pattern of 


bed 


Le, 


8. 
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_ to Believers, | 
bed 1 ſought bins, ſaith the Church , and 
what was the ſucceſs? for. the preſent 
ſhe found him ot : How then? Did he 

ive over? no; but ſhe ſought hiws in the 
| woke and yet ſhe found him not, ver, 2, 
Well, ſhe is not contented, but ſhe ſeeks 
him again ; fhe asks the watch-men for 
him , ſuch as were inplace of Superin- 
tendency and Miniſtry ; ſuch as pre- 
tended at leaſt to have the greatelt care 
of her : She inquires of them for him ; 
ſaw ye hins whom my ſoul leveth, ſaith 
ſhe? but even they ſatisfie her not: 
Therefore the goes further, waiting pa- 
tiently for the Revelation of Chriſt 
and ſo at length ſhe hath bleſſed ſucceſs ; 
ſhe found her beloved : It is not loft Ia- 
bour to ſeek and wair for Chriſt con- 
ſtantly and perſeveringly ; ſuch labour 
inthe'Lord ſhall never de in vain; and 
verily they do. highly efteem- of Chriſt, 
who ſeek him ſo, 


Thirdly, a true Belieyer doth not on- 111 Dems: 


ly ſeek Chriſt diligently and conſtent- 
ly , but alſo he hath a prudential care 
in keeping him when he hath found 
him. 7 held him (ſaith the Church) aud 
world not let him go, Cant. 3. 4. the 
came by lym hardly, and therefore _ 

| Wil 


The pretionſneſs of Christ = 
will not part with him lightly , it coſt. 
her hot water ( as I may ſay ) to get 
him ; ſhe gat him with much hazard 
and danger , much loſs and ſuffering : 
and therefore ſhe will not leave him for 
the greateſt advantage in the, world. 
She knows, that nothing' under Hea- 
ven. can countervail or repair the loſs 
of him ; ſhe knows, that nothing in 
this great and wide Univerſe, though 
never ſo lovely and deſirable can be e- 
quivalent to ſuch a Jewel ; She knows, 
that with him is the well-ſpting. of Life, 
and of all bleſſing ; therefore ſhe can- 
not. be induced or perſwaded upon any 
tearms to part with him. Many of 
Chriſt's followers , forſook him » and 
went no more with him ; but, wl ye 
alſo forſake me, ſaith he to his Apoſtles? 
Peter anſwers for himſelf, and the reſt,; 
Lord, whither ſhall we go ? thou ha#t the 
words of eternal Life, Joh. 6.28. as if 
he ſhould have ſaid, Lord, if we leave 
thee, we leave our life and our comfort, 
we forſake our own mercy : It was 
motive enough to (tay by him, and to 
keep cloſe to him, to conſider that eter- 
nal Life, and conſequently the very 


quinteſſence of all Happineſs was with 
im. 


to Believers 
him; The Merchant that found a trea- 
ſure of great price, went aud hid it, and 
Joyfally ſold all that he bad to purchaſe 
it ; and therefore he will not part with 
it for any good, This Merchant-man is 
. an Embleme or figure of a ſound belie- 
ver, who when he hath found Chriſt, 
will not forgoe him by any meanes : no, 
but he will ſay of hin, whom have I in 
Heaven but thee: and on Earth therg 
is- none that I delire in. compariſon of 
thee : Chriſt 15 the ſtrength of his heart , 
and his portion for everyPſal. 73. 25, 26. 
"Tis the voice of 'the Church :- che Loyd 
3s my portion ſaith my ſoul : not onely 
her tongue without ; but even her foul 
and her ſpirit within ſpeakes it-with'un- 
conceiveable joy and delight : ſhe was 
in deep afflition when ſhe. ſpake it, 
Lamerzt.' 3.24. Yet the apprehenlion of 
ſuch a portion, as the Lord, was ſolace 
and refreſhing enough to her. And Da- 
v1d is in the ſame moode too: rhe Lord. 
is my portion aud mine inheritance ( ſaith 
he) the lines are fallen unto-me 11 pleaſant 
places, yea, T have a goodly heritage. Pal. 
16.-5, 6. He alludes to the manner of 
dividing the Land of Cares to the chil- 
dren of 1ſracl, _— was done by _ 
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undations robbery , blaſting, wormes, 


The presiouſneſs of Thrift 
Oterq; quater; beati, unſpeakably hap* 
py are they that have ſuch an heritage : 
can we- think now that they will be 
fuch fooles, - as to part with it ? no ve- 
rily, they will nor ſo. dote on any. thing 
in the world , as to leave Heaven for 
earth, infinite and eternall joyes for a 
ſhort blaze, or a little flaſh of mirth, 
like the crackling of thornes under a 

t: they will not be ſo overſeen and 
beſotted, as to part with fuch an heri- 
tave, as Chriſt is, rich ,- fat, alwayes 
fruirful,and never decaying, &9dprov, 
x01 of{aiotyTov, ookpoToOV, as the Apoſtle 
faith: 'tis an inherirance where there is 


| nodirt, no winter, or withering, no des \ 
cay or dying of fruites ; but ever green, 


ever flouriſhing , ever bearing, infinite- 
ly wa 5g and pn, 19g to the poſ- 

ors of it : who can be ſofooliſh as to 
part with ſuch an inheritance as this? If 
Niaboth would not part with the heritage 
of -his Fathers; how can we imagine 
that the Saints will part with theirs ? 
Naboths was his but for his life time 
onely : but th&' Heritage of the Saints 
is everlaſting : Naboths was ſubject to 
many hazards and caſualties, fire, in- 


and 


* fo Believers, . Ig 
and utter loſs , as the event declared ; 
but the heritage of the Saints, - the por- 
tion that they have in. Chriſt is quite a- 
bove and- beyond all. ſuch detriment : 
they will not then be ſuch fooles, as to 
part with it. | 

Fourthly, conſider the principle from IV Ders, 
whence flowes the ſouley bewailing of 
 Chriſts abſence , diligent and conftant 
ſeeking of him, and kegping him with 
much care and. jealouſie when ſhe hath 
found h'm; that priaciple is love. 1 
ſought him whom my ſoul leveth, ſaith the 
Church, Caxic.. 3.4. Now love is the 
inclining or;clofing of the will, with 
ſomething that is at leaſt apprehended 
to be excellent and agreeable to it {Elf ; 
I ſay apprehended to be excellent ; be- 
cauſe ſometimes the obje&t is not excel- 
lent indeed , but onely fanlied and con- 
ceited to be ſuch : but here the caſe is 
otherwiſe, as I trult it ſhall appear. 
In the mean time obſerve the nature of 
the will ; it is e/ic:ta, not coatta, incli- 
.ned and drawn forth z nor compelled 
and conſtrained, not raviſhed ( as I may 
fay ) or forced : will ſhould be no will, 
if it were ſo: the will is abſolure and 
free ; it ſits as Empreſs in the ſoul, 
C 2 comman- 


The precionſneſs of: Chrift 
commanding there in chief, as we ſay : 
no violence can be offered to it : or if 
there be any , yet it is very pleaſing full 
of titillatjon, "full of tickling and de- 
light. I confeſs the old ſaying is , d#c:- 
mus volentem, and trahimns nolentem : 
we lead him, thatis willins, and we 
draw him, thet is unwilling : but when 
the Father is ſaid todraw ws , Fob. 6. 44. 
and Chritt alſo is ſaid to draw #5, Can- 
fic. I. 4, We muſt know that here is no 
compullion, or coa&tion : but it is done 
by the ſweetneſs and efficacy df grace : 
ic is done by the ſecret operation and 
working of the Spirit, inclining the 
heart, and ſwaying the will : I conclude 
then, that if the will be ſo impaſſible, 
and cannot be forced; Chriſt muſt 
needs be a Load-(tone (as I may fay ) 
very attrative,and an obje& very temp- 
ting - and alluring : elfe certainly he 
could never have ſuch power over mens 
wills to incline them, to draw them, to 
bend them and bow them, as he doth : 
he could never make the Wolfe to dwell 
withthe Lai , and the Leopard to lie 
down with the Kid, as *tis in the Pro- 
phet : he could never tame the fierce | 
natures, and the ravenous _—— 
wr 


©." f0 Believers... | 
of perſecutors ; he could never change 


mens mindes, and alter the conſtitutt= 
on of their foules, ſo as he doth : if 


chere were not excellency in bim ſuper- 
humane, and -above all that waich 
any creature can boaſt of ? doubtleſs it 
muſt argue the excelling dignity and 
preciouſneſs of Chriſt, when our wills, 
which are ſubje& to ne enforcement, 
are ſo kindly and ſo ſweetly fwayed and 
commanded by him. | 
Again we muſt know, that the objeQ 
of the will according to the mind of the 
Philoſopher is ſomething that is good : 
bonum eft objeitum voluntatis , ſaith the 
Moraliit : whether it be bonum reale, a 
reall and ſub(tantiall good ; or 'benrms. 
apparens,a ſhadowiſh and ſeeming good, 
it is ſo ; both are the objeR of the will : 
bur Chriſt js altogether ſnbſtance and 
no ſhadow, no lye, nofalſhood, no fuke, 
uo varniſhed appearance of good ; but 


the moſt ſolid , and abſolute blethins, * 


that is in the world ; ſo revealed by the 
Spirit , and ſo apprehended by «the 
Saints: and therefore it is, thar heis 
ſo choyce and precious to them. Thar 
excellent glory, that tranſcendent pood, 
thac ſpirituall beauty , that ſupremi« 

C3 nent 
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nent worthineſs, that overflowins 
fountain of Grace, and the ſhining of 
Gods face in Chriſt ; theſe make him 
to be the beſt obje& ; theſe ſet a high 
rate and price' upon him : theſe incline 
the will, attrat the heart, and draw 
the love of our ſouls to him. 

Again, obſerve that the obje& of 
the will muſt be a thing ſutable ; bonus 
ſbi conventrens, a good agreeable to it 
ſelf. . Now ſuch an obje&t is Chriſt : he 
is moſt ſutable and agreeing to us in all 
his Offices , in all his communications ; 
ſutable in his bloud for pardon , in his 
Srace to adorn us, yea in his very de- 
baſements to life us up; ſutable in his 
love for loſt ſinners, in his fulneſs 
for empty and beggerly ſouls; yea the 
ſummunn bounm, the chiefeſt good, that 
we can deſire, or be poſſeſtof : this 
makes a child of God to love nothing | 
ſo well as bim ; there 5s one oncarth, 
that I defire beſides thee , ſaith the Pſal- 
miſt. 1f Chriſt were not very precious 
to believers, donbtleſs rhey would not 
overlook all the world to claſpe, and 
cloſe with him, as they doe. 

A ſecond thing illuſtrating the Doe | 
Arine is the 16,9971, how it is ſo? there 
are | 


—— 


him to be precious. If things. excellent 
were common , the plentineſs of them 
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are foure things ſpoken of ia the Scrips 
ture, which make a Ul.. og oO 0DE {LECi> 
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ous 212, the Rarity, 
The Etteem. 
Tae Price, | 
Aad the uſefulneſs thereof. 

Firft, the rarity and ſcarceneſs of a]. [Ute 
thing makes it to be precions : for this //74110”. 
cauſe is che word of God, v:z, the word 
of Prophelie called precious, u Saws. 3.1. 

It is ſaid there, that the word of God was 
precious,that is, it was rare in thoſe days ; 

ſois Chritt rare in the world : few and 

rare they be that find him : oz of « C:- 

ty, and twaef a Tribe, as *tis in the Pro- 

phet, Chritt is a Pearl, yea a Pearl of 

higheſt price, as in Aatth, 13. Pearls 

are rare in the world: the Merchant 

onely, that ſeeks farr, obtains them : 

there are more wayes-to miſs, then to 

hit the mark: the ſtony ground, and 

th2 young man in the Goſpel came near "I 
the Kingdome of God, but yet miſled 
it: *tis rare to ſee a ſoul embelliſhed 
and adorned with ſuch a Jewell , as 
Chriſt is ; this then muſt needs make * 


would take off the price of them : it is 
x ſaid 


The precioaſneſs of Chyiff 
ſaid 1 Kings 10. 21. that all Solomons 
drinking veſſels , and all the veſſels of the 
Forreft-houſe 1n Lebanon were of pure gold, 
wone were of Silver, it was nothing acconu- 
red of inthe dayes of Solomon : the King 
Made it as common as ſtones in Jer»ſa- 
lem, as weread in verſe 27. The exceſ- 
ſive and- ſuperabounding quantity of 
that mettall made it ſo.cheap and ſo 
worthleſs, as it was : had it been rarer, 
it would have been more precious : this 
then confirmes the exceeding preciouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt , becauſe they are thinne 
ſown, and come up as thinly, that have 
him for their portion : the paucity and 
fewnes of ſuch, as are enriched with him, 
argues his dignity and worth not a little. 
IL 1!1y. Secondly, the high eſteem, that is 
frration caſt upon a thing makes it alſo to be pre- 

” cious; ſo is Gold and Silver precious, 
becauſe men make great account of 
it, Neither doth Chriſt come ſhort of 
this Argument ; whatſoever worldlings 
account of him, it skils not ; fools and 

ad-men cannot judge of excellencies : 

Let the foeliſh Gadarers eſteem more 

of their ſwine, then of Chriſt ; we will 

not lay him .in ſuch a balance ;: look 

upon God the Father, and ſee what 
reckoning 


fo Believers, 
reckoning he makes of him : he calls 
him choyce and prec10%s, as we read a Pe- 
ter 2, 6. Behold, I lay in Sion a chief, 
corner ſtone, eleth and precious, God hath 
honoured Chriſt, & comwutted all Fudg- 
22ext even tire full adminiſtration of all 
things to him, that all men might honour 
him, Chriſt was in the boſome of the Fa- 
ther ; he was from all eternity privie to 
all his counſels and decrees, as we find 
Prov, $.22,23.24.&c, T he Lord poſſeſſed 
we 11 the beginning of his way lefore his 
works of old ; the word IND chere uſed 
Is put for eternity, 4 parte ante, as we 
ſay : as if Chriſt ſhould have ſaid; even 
from all eternity, before his works 
made in the Creation of the world I 


- vJ 


was ITY fathers Darling : when he made 


the Heavens ,. girded the Sea; and gave 
the nnreſiftable decree, that it ſhould keep 
inits bounds, { was as ove brought 

with him I was as achild with the Fa- 
ther . 1 was daily his delioht + the ori- 
ginall word is PYWWYU delights in 


the plural number, intimating that the | 


eternall Sonne was the greateit delight 
of his Father : he was variety of de- 
lights unto him : while God was ma- 
king of the world, he took infinite ye 

ure 
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ſuarein' him; in ſo much that he made 
all things by him: every creature hath 
a beamof the Fathers wiſdome in it; 
and the wiſdome of God is the Sonne. 
This is a great myſtery : but God ſpeaks 
of it in tearmes very quaint and famili- 
ar. Cirilt ſpeaking of the dayes of eter- 
nity and everlaſtingneſs, ſaith that he 
was almayes reioycing before God ,- the 
word is MPMWN as much as to ſay, 
ſporting greatly, a metaphor , or (imile 
taken tyom little ones, which ſport and 
play before their Parents. Chriſt muſt 
needs be precious, being thus highly - 
eiteemed of the Father. And to this 
head of Argymentation we may add 
the great and high account that the 


.moſt excellent of all Gods Creation, 


the holy Angels have of him, they all 
worſhip him, and adore him, Hebr.1, 
6. yea they doe exceeding earneſtly de- 
tir2 to ſtoop down and pry 1ato the great 
myſtery of our Redemption by Chriſt, 
as the words &r1,9yuouory and mt .o, 
1 Peter 8. 12 do import: where the 
Apoltle alludes to the manner of the 
Cherabims looking down. into the Mer- 
cy ſeat : this is the ſtudy, yea, this is 
the delight and recreation of the elect 
| Angels 


- to Bebevers. 


of our ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt, to be- 
hold the whole frame and fabrick of it, 
to obſerve all the parts of it from the be- 
ginning to the end, and the glorious ats 
tributes of God, his wiſdome, his pow- 
er, his Juſtice, his Mercy , all ſhining 
and glictering in it like bright Starrs in 
the firmament ; this, I ſay, is their 
work : yea this is their feſtivicy and 
palt-time. Then let the profane oles of 
the world, think what they will of 
Chriſt ; let them ſlight him, and ſcorn 
him, and caſt him at their heeles, as 
they doe; let them trample upon his 
bloud and paſſion, as their wicked man- 
ner is, making it a common apd worth- 


leſs thing ; let them deſpiſe thoſe high 


_ and celeſtiall Myſteries of his Media» 
torſhip; we need not care for their 
thoughts ; it is enough for us, that God 
the Father hath honoured and exalted 
him, that the holy Angels do venerate 
and worſhip him; yea and all the Saints 
do magnifie him , and count him very 
precious : the opinion, that one of the 
leaſt of theſe hath of Chrift, is more to 
be regarded, then the Judgement of the 
wiſelt and moſt judiciqus worldliggs 

| that 
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and be it ſo (faith the Apoſtle , for he 
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that are. The Preacher ſaith, that 4 
wiſe mans heart is at his right hand , but 
a fools at his left, Eccdeſ. 10, 2 what 1s 
the meaning of this ? , We know, that 
naturally every mans heart is placed on 
the left lide : therefore ſurely that ſen- 
tence aimethat ſomething higher then 
Nature * doubtleſs then Heavenly 
things are figured by the right hand, and 
Earthly by the left, The firſt is che 
choyce of the Saints : they are therefore 
thoſe wiſe ones, whoſe hearFis at their 
right hand : the other is the delight of 
Heatheniſh and carnal people: they 
then are the fools, whole heart 1s on 
their left hand : and here is the true rea- 
ſon, why the men of this world doe 
deſpiſe Chriſt, their heart is a left-han- 
ded heart ( as I may ſay ) they favour 
and relliſh nothing but earthly things : 
and therefore Chriſt and the glorious 
things of the Goſpel are lightly ſet by : 


ſich wiſdome is too high for fools, - 
as Solomon ſaith , they cannot attain 


unto it, Even the Heathen Philoſophers 
as wiſe as they were, could not reach it : 
they were ſo farr from embracnis it, 
thar they counted it very fooliſhneſs : * 


doth 


to- Behevers, 
doth after a ſort gratifie them ) yet the 
Urns 6 of God 1s wiſer then#nen ; and 
the weakneſs of God ts ſtronger then men. 
It skils not then what the men of the 
world do think of Chrift ; but what 
eſteem God, and his holy Angels, and 
che Saints illuminated and enlightned 
- by the Spirit of God have of him: if 
they count him precious ; this is an Ar- 
{ument irrefragable , and a proof be- 
yond all exception, that he is ſo indeed. 


Thirdly, the great and exceſſive price, INI. [lus 


that is given for a thing , doth likewiſe 
render it very precious. Precious things 
have their denomination from this Ar- 
gument. The oyl . wherewith Afary 
anoynted Chrift, was called precious 
in this reſpet : this onnrment mt ght have 
been ſold for much , and gives to the pooy. 
Thus alſo the life of a man is ſaid to be 
ptecious, Proverb, 6.26, becauſe he will 
part with one thing after another , till 
all be gone to faveit: as we fee in the 
Egyptizws , who parted firit with their 
mony, after that with their cattell ; and 
laſt of all with their Lands ; and ll to 
buy bread. to fave their precious lives, 
Now this alſo doth fer forth the preci- 
ofiſneſs of Chriſt : but who ſhall va- 

| Ine 
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The preciauſueſs of” C brift 
fae him > Who ſhallſet the price upon 
him? not men of corrupt minds, not 
people of depraved affetions : for they 


will ſet too low a rate upon him. Jadas - 


ſold him, and the High-Prieſts bought 


him for 20. pieces of tilver ; goody 


price ( ſaith Chriſt) that I waspriſed at 


of them Zach. 11,13. Aagmficum pre- g 


tium, as Junns renders it : a very wore 
thy price, [ promiſe you : ironically ſpo- 
ken, meaning nothing leſs ; and yet 
| bewasno leſs then the eternall Fehowah, 
that was ſo priſed : Johovah ſaid wnto 
me; caſt it nnto the potter , a goodly price, 
that 1 mas priſed at of them, But they did 
thus to fulfill the good Counſel and 
purpofe of God for others, that would 
eſteem more highly of him. There be 
them in the world , that.do enhaunſe 
the price of Chritt, and value him at 
the higheſt rate : though ſome will not 
part with a beaſtly luſt for him ; though 
like hogs they count the baſe waſh and 
{igse to be far ſweeter: yet there be 
others, that know well the worth of 
him : there be others that are willing to 
forſake all for him : we have forſaken all 
( faith Peter). ard have followed thee, 
Matth, 19, 27. The Merchant, of whom 
- Yoit 


© to Beliruers,” 
you heard before, ſold all to buy the 
precious pearle : he valued it above all 
things 111 the world, and was willing 
to leave all for it. The holy Martyrs 


thous ht not their very lives, and their 


heart-bloud too dear for Chriſt: ſo it 
is ſaid, that they loved not their lives un- 
tothe death , Revel, 12. 11. that is, they 
deſpiſed their lives in compariſon of 
Chriſt : they expoſed their bodies ta 
horrible and painfull deaths, their tem- 
porall eſtates to the ſpoyl, andtheir 
perſons to all manner of ſhame and con+ 
tempt for the cauſe of Chriſt : they 
thought nothing too hot for him. A 
ſoul , that by Faith harh ſenſe of the 
worth of Chriſt, will willingly give ail 
for him, willgo away rejoycing , ajid 
will think his penny-worth to be very 
good. 


Fourthly, the uſefulneſs and proft» IV. //- 
tableneſs of a thing makes it alſo tos be /tration. 


preciqus : | in this ſenſe are the fruits of 
the Earth called precious, as we read, 
Dext. 33. 14. there che preciqus fruits 
put forth by thoſe heavenly luminaries, 
the Sun and Moon, are a part of Fo- 
ſephs bleſſing : and precious they were, 
becauſe very uſefull and ſerviceable ro 


the 
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The preciouſueſs of Chrift 
the life of man : and the influence of 
thoſe heavenly bodies by a courſe , 
which God hath conſtituted and ſet in 
Nature, made them the more uſefull, 
and therefore the more precious. So al- 
ſo are the afflited and perſecuted Saints 
ſaid to bear precious ſeed, Pſal. 126. 6. 
becauſe their ſufferings ſhall profit them 
much in the end :+ ſuch ſeed. ſhgll bring 
forth weighty ſheaves of joy atthe laſt. 
Now then, to come to the point , that 
we drive at, in this manner doth. the 
Scripture hold forth Chritt as precious : 
be is very precious ; becauſe he is very 
uſefull : he is uſefull for many things, 
yea for all things; but eſpecially for 
theſe two, _ 
p UtnNCations 
ka © ws ol 

Firſt, Chriſt is uſefull for Juſtificati- 
on: he is the onely mine-pir of this 
treaſure : the golden and precious veines 
of it ran along in him-onely. Thar he 
m1ght be juft , which believeth in Jeſus , 
ſanh the Apoſtle, Rom, 26. *k Tis 
I150v , whichis of the faith of Teſus ; rhat 
is which ſeek not Juſtification by their 
- own righteouſneſs, viz. by the works 


of the Law ; but by Chriſt alone: and 
hence 


to Believers, 
hence we are ſaid to be made the r:ghte- 
ouſneſs of God in him, 2 Cor, 4. 21, 
mark, Ipray, The Apoſtle doth diſert- 
ly and emphatically add the clauſe 
& &vTÞþ:n him, that he may take away 
all conceit of inherence in us, and eſta- 
bliſh the Doarine of imputation : as 
Chriſt is made (in in us by imputati- 
on: ſo we are made righteouſneſs in 
him by the ſame way. St. Anguſhrres 

16 place, which Beza cites ,. is a molt full 
| commentary : God the Father (faith 
he )-made him to be fin, who knew no 

ſin ; that we might be che righteouſ- 
neſs of God, not our own, and in him, 
that is, in Chrilt, not in our ſelves, And 
being thus juſtified, we are ſo righteous, 
as if we were righteouſneſs it ſelf, It 
is Chriſt alone, that can adminiſter life 
and righteouſneſs : it is he alone, that 
bindes upthe brokgn-hbearted, open: the pri- 
ſon dores, proclaimes Liberty to Captives, 
and the acceptable year of the Lord , or the 
Lords year of good will. the Quire of the 
heavenly hoit ſang good will rowards 


”en, when this accepted andavelcome : 


year was come, Lake 2. 14, This was 


Chriſts work : rhe Law was too weak 


for it ; that could kill, but not make a- 
live. 


3-. 


+ 'Þ 


altve, Chriſt; alone bare the-.whole 


weight of, his Fathers wrath, made re- 
cancihation.far iniquity, and. brought . 


The preczouſmeſs.of .Chrift” | 


in everlaſting righteoiſneſs : none bur 
he was of ufe:for this ; gnd therefore . 


he malt needs be preciqus. . 
Secondly , he is likewiſe uſekull for 


SanRification, that Spirit alone,. which _ 
Chriſt ſends forth, 1s of power and abj- 


. 


lity ts inſtill and breath grace anto us, 4 


and ſo make us meet veſlels forthe hea- 


venly maſters uſe, It is Chriſt, that . 
ſtamps afreſh the impreſſion of Gods 


Image defaced and decayed in our 


ſouls : it is he that reſtores the life of 


God in man, loſt by ſin, by. tbe bleſ- 
ſed infl:xe and droppings of lis grace 
we come to put 0u the new-man , which 1s 
renewed in knowledge after. the Image of 
him that created h:m,as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 
Coloſj. 3. 10, he uſes a Metaphor of put- 
ting on taken from garments,: to ſhew 


that thoſe new qualities of the ſoul are . 


added as Veſt and beautifull orna- 
ments to our. nature : the ſubſtance of 
rhe ſoul is nat changed, as ſome have 
fooliſhly dream'r ; but onely it puts on 


new properties .and atfeQions , new - 
powers and abilities : and this benetir* 


ve 
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we derive: from Chriſt... 
\, ; The parts'of: Sandiification are mor- 
tification, -a dying unts lin, and vi- 
vification, a living unto righteouſneſs : 
now. both theſe come by vertue of our 
implantation, joſerting , or ingraffing - 
into-Chrift +\the firſt when we are im- 

; plancedinta;his death, and the ſecond 
1s 2 fryitof his reſurreRiqn : Chriſt re- 
viving, his members coukfl not lie dead - 

a living head and dead m&mbers were a 
Monſter never ſeen in nafure. Neverthe- 

/ lefs obſerve this; that though we are 
ſanftified by the death and 'reſurreion 

| of Chrift-; yet his death is the Primanns 

( mobile, as I may (ay, thar ſtrikes the firſt 

ſroke., | that 4s. the meritorious 

cauſe of -our ſanRification , and 

| hence is that ſaying of tie Apoſtle, 

| Rom. 6.5.1t we have been planted to5e- 

ther in the likeneſs of his death ; we 

| ſhall be alſo in thelikeneſs of his reſur- 
reqion-: this is an elegant mevapuor , 
repreſenting unto us , thar as plants en= 
graffed do receive moylture, juyce, and 

nouriſhment from the ſtock , whereby 

they ſprout out, budd, and bear fruit ; 

la we being as it were inſerted into 

Chrilt, .do receive- vigour and life from 

| D 2 him), 
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The prer1ouſneſs of Chrift 
him > whereby we walk'in'the Spirit; 
and become ſpiritual , holy;* gracious, 
and ative in all good works. Chriſt is 
the Olive tree,that ſtandeth before rhe. Ru= 
ler of the whole Earth, and emprieth it ſelf 

the pipes and conduits of his'word into the 
golden Candleffyghs of his Charch;Zach.q. 
Light and grace in the Miniftration of 
holy Ordinances flow from him : he is 
the head and ſeat of ſpiritual influ- 
ence, from which the whole/ myſtical 
body receives breath, life, and motion : 
this is the Apoſtles ſimile',' Colofſ, 2. 19, 
He makes there Chriſt to be the Head, 
and the Church the body knit together 
by certain joynts , and ligaments , 'as 
we ſee it is in natiire :' and by this 
means it hath convenient nouriſhment 
miniſtred to all parts , whereby it in- 
creaſeth with the increaſe of God, that 
1s, with mighty and moſt blefled increa- 
fings. Chriſt hath goodneſs enough for 
himſelf, and for all his Members : he 
is a Fountain never drie ; 'and the Phi- 
loſophers property/of good: agrees to 
him mod of -all': Sonrm: eff ſui commus- 
micativir ; that which is good ſpares 
not, bur communicates it felf : this is 
moſt tcue of Chriſt :' his grace is _ 
WE ih Hh we 


A 


ſivelike water 4 of which the Naturali& 


{ faith, that it is difficulty contained 


within 'its.: own: , bounds ; but eaſily 
within the.bounds of ſome other thing. 
Chriſt is that ſun of righteouſneſs, 
that. compaſleth the whole. world en- 
lightning/,, warming , and.cheriſhing 
every one of his ele& with his beames, 
of his fulneſs- we all recerve, and grace 


for grace, ſaith the Apoſtle, Jobs I. 16. 


xa fi, xefiTos, that 'is >; Spundan. 

race ,. .or graces ſutable to his. own. 
The firſt day of union a Believer en-. 
Joyes this participation of grace. Unis 
on is the ground of Communion, We 
muſt remember alſo that Chriſt did ſan- 


Qihe himſelf to the end, that we might * 


be ſanRifed : for ther ſakes [ Fai fe 2y 
ſelf, that; they alſo might be [auitified 
through the Trmth, ſaith Chrift, Jeh. 17. 
19. Chriſt is the principal cauſe of 
our SanRification : we. are ſanftified, 
vertually by his ſanRifying, of himſelf x 
he. being ſer aparc,, and ſeparated from. 
ſinners, ſach as are by his. Crit and by 
faith knit to him, mult needs be alſo ſe-,. 
parated from. the warld to_ walk with. 
God in holineſs of life and converſati-- 
on, Thus much of the u«9or;, demon» 


75 ſtrating | | 
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The pretvauſieſt of chriſt 


 firating and declaring how Chriſt is 


precious. . | | 

I come now to the third thing, | 
which is the 9, ſhewirig why it ts 
fo > ors FO CH v6 2 - 
There be many reaſons and cauſes 
why Believers do eſteem ſo highly of 
Chriſt, as they do. : 13 


I. Reaſon, Firſt, believers are in ſome meaſure 


- 


convinced of their moft miſerable and 
wretched-condition without him : and 
_ alſo of the imporency of the creature in 
reſpe& of atiy help and deliverance in 
that condition, | EP 
- Firſt, when. the ſoul findes ir ſelf in 
darkneſs without any Light ; * lying un- 
der ſhame and diſhonour; under the 
vilt of ſin, and not able ro deliver it 
If; this cannot but make it Took out 
for it ſelf, and ſeek with great impor= 
tiimity for a Sayiour. The Dove could 


- find no teſt for the ſoal of her foot, till 


the rernrned into the Ark. Itis aperfect 
hyeroglyphick or reſemblance of a 
wounded Spirit, as Solomon calls it ; 
when it is as the bleſſed Redeemer was 
Inunos, ſurrounded with ſorrow ; andit 

is full of reſtleſs vexations , luQuating 
and'tumbled up and down in a whole 
" Qcean 


i 


Ocean of perplexities and feares , and 
can ſee no thoar, no Land, no creek, or 
haven of comfort : then jt mull into the 
_ Ark ; then\it uſes the (lloquie of the 
Pſalmiſft',, return unto "Ut 0 my fool: 
then it cries out with t © bleflc Mat- 
.tyr.9 01;;none but Chriſt, none by 
Chriſt: there's.my Ark, there's my telt, 
there's my refuge ; there I ſhall find re- 
leaſe and refreſhment, or elſe 19 where. 
Chrift- will be a .calm..to. ne. after 2 

ſtorm : he will diſpell and. drive away 

all theſe clouds: he will hold my head 

above water, and keep me from linking ; 
he will be light and joy, and unſpeakable 
ſolace after all theſe diſtempers : thys 

the poor: afflifted. ſoul, as « priſoxer of 
hpe ( as the Prophet ſpeakes Zach. 9. 

I2, ) returns unto Chrift, as to. its 

(trong hold. The miſerable, ſoul ſeeks 

for cure.: the whole need not the Phyſician 

( faith Chriſt ) but che fick,; ſin-lick (in- 
ners will enquire and ſeek after the Phy- 


lician of ſouls... The ſenſe 6f, nuſery is 


the primwums mobile, the firlt mover , that 
ſetyus on ſeeking for Chrift.. The More 
we know .our,.qwn miſery; the more 
p, & $4 4 . [ 'Y UL 
we know how to priſe, Chriſt, and ſet a 
true value upon him. | 
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'. The pueciouſueſs of Chri# 


Again , . Beltevers are likewiſe con- 


vinced of the impotency and weakneſs 
of the creature, inreſpect of any help 
or ſuccour that it can aftord. MNoyxe cas 


by any means redeem his brother , nor give | 


"to God a ranſome for him, Pſal. 49.7. if 


not redemption from temporal death , 
much leſs from eternal. . #11] the Lord 
be pleaſed with thouſands of Rams ( ſaith 
the Prophet) or with tex thouſand 11vers 
of ojl ? ſhall 7  arfiecfe born for my 


tranſpreſſion : the fruit of my body fo# the 


fin of my ſoul? The truth is, ſhould 
all the Angels in Heaven, and righteous 
men upon Earth joyn their goodneſs 
together, and'offer it up to God a ſa- 
cryice : it would not be ſufficient to ex- 
ate ſo much as one ſin, Now when 
the ſoul-is ſenſible of this, it' crieth out 
( as Peter in another caſe) help Lord, or 
elſe I periſh. | 
Solomon ſaith, that as good: uewes from 
a far Connry, ſo 1s cold water to athirſty 
ſoul, Prov. 25.25. Soit is with a poor 


diſtreſled ſoul, when it ſeeth it ſelf as . 


it were in a far Countrey , far from 
God , far from joy, and far from 
any deliverance in it ſelf, orin any o- 


'ther , thenif one dring him newes of a 


Saviour, 


to Believers, 


Saviour, of a Redeemer, this is welcome 
newes indeed ; *this is as cold water to a 
thirſty ſoul, 

An inftance of this is ſeen in the Pro- 
digall: who', when he came to himſelf , 
that is, when he ſaw what a wretched 
and helpleſs creature he was, he caſt his 
thoughts upon his Fathers hauſ e, he loath- 
ed any longer to feed upon the huskes 
and hogs meat of the world, then he + 
deſires the bread of his Fathers hired ſer- 
vazts; Nothing but home will content 
him : farewell feaſting and revelling , 
and all-filthy pleaſures that I have lived 
in: 1 have gotten nothing by them, but 
wounds, and ſorrows, and vexation 
of Spirit : I will home to my Fathers 
houſe: there is bread and durable cloath- 
ing: there is whatſoever I can wiſh or 
delire : here 1 ſtarve and die: there I 
ſhall live and ſweetly enjoy my ſelf : 
here I want all things; but there I 
ſhall lack nothing.. This is a lively pour- 
> ob of a thirſty and wearied ſoul - 
flying unto Chriſt for eaſe and comfort. 


This then {is one reaſon why Chriſt is 
precious to Believers; namely, becauſe 
they are in ſome meaſure convinced of 
their miſery with him : and of their 

| , Own 


432 The priciouſyeſs of Chrit - 
own impotency afid utter ingbility to 
help themſelves, therefore Chriſt is pre- 
Cious unto them, + - EL .. 

' 1H, Reaſ, Secondly, Believers are not ohely 
convinced of their own miſery without 
Chriſt, and of their impotency and in- 
ability to help themſelves : but alſo they 
{ee and apprehend an infinite treaſure of 
good and happineſs , thar' God hath 
treaſured up in Chriſt; and that ts be 


por joyned unto him, 1s the-onely way to 
4706 

08 obtain theſe bleſſings. 

Fathers Love. 


- . . JPardon of lin, 
#15. the Manifeſtarion of Gods 
face. | 
The love of God being infinite like 
himſelf, cannot be conferred, upon any 
creature for its own ſake : the cauſa pro- 
ciratrix, or the procuring cauſe of this 
love muſt of necellity be infinitely. me- 
ritorious : now this is not found among 
the fonnes of men, butonely in Chriſt 
: the eternal Son of God; onelÞ in 
= - Chriſt, who was Jedv9porrs, God-man, 
; as I may ſay, [mmanuel, God with as, 
or God 13 ear fleſh - God, that he might 
be a fit object for the infinite love of his 
Father ; and man, that he might _— 
| an 


aud brins that love to us. God hittt loves 
his Son, and then Believers through - 
him.: :Tris impoſſible that the infimire. 
love of the infinite : God ſhould be 
drawn out,: but by an infinite motive : 
and where is this motive , but in the ſe- 
cond perſon co-eternall , co-eſlentiall, 
and co-equall with the Father ? were it 
not for his Son, God:fhould have no 
objec for his love in the world, Love is 
as fire, which muſt have fewel to main- 
tain' It. : Now let all the Creatures , 
men and Angels be fet before God ; yec 
they all with all their excellencies and: 
lovely parts cannot .deſerve the leatt 
minute or tittle of his Love. God loves 
himſelf in his Son, and his creatures 
= ay rx22-a9=s _ —_ God wil 
»pply ( ſaith the Apaſtle ) 4!/ your nee 

ds to Fo IS in Glory by Jeſus 
Chrift, Philip. 4. 9. The treaſures of 
Gods love and riches are firſt in Chritt ; 
and by our union with him we come 
to enjoy them. So Epheſ. 1. 6. Tothe 
praiſe of the glory of his grace { wherein he 
hath made us accepted in the beloved WH 
Exapiſorty , I» which he hath ingratiated 
us through that Beloved, Gods love and 


bis fayour is undeſeryed in our parts : 
| | - we 


: G at ene en the o "I I I OY 6 
v 4 . © OED _— , % Es 4 ROD We N y "" _— 
1 - " WE es ds tet ates on 
* 
- _ o COR h 
\, >» - « Þ. oe SS 
5 , . k - ' 4H , Dp T'% 3 or” > 
4 » 
. A b - . 
- 
. 


>» tell 
. F TY + 
\ 4 
0&4 FY 
, 
V -* 
Oo, 
ny ee AAA I, 4, 
oF 
xa, 


s P F P 
' 
* . 


The prectouſneſs of Chri# 
we find grace in his ' fight through 
Chriſt. Notable to this purpoſe is the 
order of tie three perſons , which. the 
Apoſtle ſets, Cor. the laſt and the laſt. 
The grace of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, and the 
lowe of God,and the Communion of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt be with you all, Ames. You mult 


| know now, that this is not a right 'na-. 


tural order : for by order of nature the 
Father ( whom the Apoſtle call's God. 
in a perſonal ſenſe, as John 1. the word 
was with God, that is, wich the Father ) 


. I fay by order of nature the Father is 
firlt of himſelf, not begottei ; the Son 


3s from the Father begotten; yet eter= 
nal : and the Hely Ghoſt is proceedings 
from them both; yer eternally too : 
for thoush they be one before another ' 
in order of nature ; yet not in order of 
time; But now here is the Queſtion : 
ſeeing the Father is firſt, the Son ſe- 
cond, and the Holy ſpirit laſt in that 


natural order ; why doth the Apoſtle 


in the -fore-mentioned place ſet the 
Son firſt? , verily becauſe he is next 


_and immediate unto us, being our Me- 

- djatour ; being the caxal:s or conduit 
| pipe ( as I may ſay) by which the love 
'- 1, 


God, and the communion of the 
| | Holy- 
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© fo Belivers, © 
Holy- Ghoſt. is brought: and conveyed 
tous: as the meanes is ever before the 
end, Now the Saints being convinced 
and perſwaded of this Truth, tais.is the 
thing, that makes Chriſt ſo dear and 
recious unto them, as he is: if ſaac 
oved Eſau for his veniſons for a carnaf 
reſpet : much more have we cauſe to 
love the Lord Jeſus, and highly to e- 
Keem of him, having procured for us 
the love of the Father ; a love like Jo- 
nathan's love to David, paſſing the love 
of women : yea a love of infinite di- 
menlions and meaſures, if I may fo 
ſpeak : the breadth of it is infinite z be- 
cauſe it is without reſpeR of perſons : 
the length alſo infinite ; becauſe ir is 
from everlaſting to everlaſting : the 
depth infinite; becauſe it redeemes and 
delivers from Hell : and the height 
likewiſe infinite ; becauſe it lifts us.up to 


; Heaven. Certainly Chriſt having pur- 


chaſed ſuch a wonderfull love, as this ; 
he muſt needs be precious,he muſt needs 
be amiable and lovely to a believing 
ſoul, 

' Secondly , for the pardon of fin 
there is likewiſe an abſolute neceiſiry of 


Chriit, The bloud of Chriſt onely, and 
not 
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The preci0ufyefs of Chriit 
not of Buls and'Goats, is availeable-to 
takeaway fins. * The ſoul being con- 
vided of its finfulneſs, ſpeakes as-'the. 
Prophet doth :*' Who among ns ſhall dwell 
with devouring fire ? who among us ſhall 
dwell with everlaſting burnings? God is 
devouring fire and everlaſting burnings 
in relation to {inners : his wrath is the . 
fewel of Hell, as I'may ſay : - the breath 
of his .indignation 1s like a river of 
brimſtone kindling and. perpetually 
maintaining the flames of 7 opher : what 
ſhall the poor ſinfull ſoul' do how ? 
here's nothing but menaces and threat- 
nings, terrours and amazementss* death 
and deſtruction : and where is the re- 
medy? verily no where but in Chriſt | 
alone, /ſrae! paſſing through the wi { 
derneſs had a cloud to cover him, and ' 
defend him from the ſcorching Sun- 
beames : now what was this cloud but 
a type and ſhadow of Chriſt , as the 
Apoltle makes it, 1 Cor. 10. I,'? ' he 
makes there the cloud, and the Sea, ' 
and the Manna, and the water of the 
Rock to -be all figures and Images of - 
Chrift, Chriſt is a ſea towaſh , Manna 
to feed, water to refreſh, and a Cloud to 
aide the foul from the hot and borning 
pn wrath 
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wrath of God : the fiery beames of that 
wrath woutd ſurely ſuffacate it and itifle 
it, were-not the bloud of Chriſt inter- 
poled and1ſet between to veile it : the 


bloud--of- Chriſt- obnubilates and co- : 


vers the foul from the fierce anger of 
God's it-1is Chrift onely that recdnci- 


lech us to:God.: it is-he- alone that is - 
onr Advocate to plead: our cauſe with © 


his Father : wheu man had tinned, Ja- 


ſtice and: Mercy ſtrove one with ano- 


ther, & ſeemed to beat variance ; Chrift 
redintegrates them, and makes them 
friends. DONE he is our bleſied Um- 
pire to ſet theſe two- together again ; 
giving ſatisfaction to-Juſtice, and place 
to-mercy's ſo honauring and digiify- 
ing both; - making both to rejoyce, bath 
to.kiſs and embrace each other. God 


{mels a/{weerc ſavour of reſt in Chriſt 
onely : all che hilaſticall and propiti- - 


atory: facrifices of the Law did look to 
him » as to their end and ſubſtance : . of 
themſelves they could not purge away 
the guilt of the leaſt lin: che repetiti- 
on of them ( as the Apoſtle reachech ) 
ſhows plainly how invalid they were 
to expiate the crimes and offences of the 


could 
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ſoul : tie Kriceſt abſervance of them - 


The prectouſneſs of Chrif# 
could not make the worſhipper perfe&, 
as touching cleereneſs of Conſcience, Heb. 
9.9. When David cryes, purge me with 
hyſope, and 1 ſhall be ci\ean , waſh me, and 
1 fhall be whiter than ſnow ; he allades'in- 
deed to the Levitical Ceremony: but 
he aimes at the bloud of Chriſt opely : 
this alone was able ro purge away his 
foul ſpot : his hainous (in of murder 
would not , out by. any other waſhing - 
then this. In one of the old ſacrifices 
there were two Goats appointed ;- one 
to be ſlain, and the other to be kept a- 
live," which was called the ſcape-Goat : 
now both theſe have an eye. to Chritt : 
the {lain or ſacrificed Goat was a type 
of his dying for lin; and the ſurvi- 
ving or ſ{cape-goat figures his riſing a- 
Sain and ever living to bs Foe 
worth of that oblation : The Apoſtte 
ſaith, that he ever liveth to make inter- 
ceſſion for us : and how doth he make 
interceſhon, but by continual holding 
forth in the preſence of his Father the 
| merice of his ſufferings > ſo rhat Kill 
Chrit both dying and living is the 
fountain of our peace, and attonement 
with God : ſtill Chriſt is he , and the 
onely he, * that obtaineth —_—_ 
ins 
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to Believers, 


fs for. us, Now if we conlider- the 


many and great beneftts that. redaund ta 
us by the pardon of fin, we muſt. needs 


conclude that Chriſt is very preciqus, . 


by whom we enjoy ſuch a mercy., | 
| When-(in is pardoned, thereis an 
end of Gqds heavie wrath and diſplea- 


{ure : . Satan's. Kingdom . gaes down ; 


the power of our carryptions daily de- 
caying : we have peace and joy within 
wheregs before we had nothing but ra- 


pu ſtorms and tempeſts, and a very ; 


ell in qQur Conſciences : our prayers 
find acceptance at the throne of Grace : 
all the creatures are in league with us , 
and are become our faithfull ſervants : 
that which comes from chem , is ſweet 
and benigne, healthfull and good ; our 
bleſſings are bl-fled : yea our yery curſes 
(if they may be ſo, called) are likewiſe 


bleſſed unto us : Jadgements gre remo-, 


ved : every bitierneſs .is taken away : 
even the ſting of death is puld out x 
Chriſt, as a tree of moſt excellent ver- 
tue, is cut down, and thrown inta 


our Marah. Some things may work 


adyerſly and croſly to us : but the Apo= 
file ſpeaks of a cooperating , or workzng 
rogether ; which m_ amends for go] : 


£ »; E OF" _—_— Fu 
$ 2 . TS 4 W, 4 -- 
On ps AN EE I 
: 4 ww 
*«< 


> wh 


49 


go 


dome of our wills unto good , when 
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- » The pregiouſneſs of Chi 5, 
all things work. together ( ſaith he ) for- 
ovd unto themthat love God, Rom,'$,28. 
and they be ſuch; rhat have their ſins | 
pardoned. - - 5% fn 
"Though ſomethings work” unto- 


| wardly, and againſt the hair, 'as 1 may 


fay; yet take them altogether, and 
there is a bleſled harmony and- comply- 
ance, a ſweetreliſhableneſs and-ſavou- 
rineſs in them : one thins doth recom- 
pence and make up another : the mix- 
ture of ſweet and ſowye through the 
wiſdome and mighty werking of God 
is very demulcent and wholſome, full 
of benediaion and blefſedneſs, that 
even the (ins of the Godly are an ad- 
vantage to them, and turn to their mee 
lioration and betterment: God makes 
uſe even of them to do his children 


Food: he brings meat out of the wery 


eater ; and converts the cauſes of dam- 
nation into furtherances of ſalvation. 
Add hereunto, that adoption, .com- 
munion with Gad, and with his Sainrs, 
and aſſurance of eternal glory are all 
of them the blefled concomitants of 
{in pardoned. We recever the Image. 
of God; and in ſome meaſure the free- 


aur 
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42 1240 :Belfeverts.: "I ores 
our Conſciences are waſhed, :and our 
{iris pardoned. "We have, contingal 


feaſt in our ſouls,.. and ſongs in the ve> 
ry night of afflition, when gur ſing 


are pardoned. ' We are freed'from the 


ſpirit of bondage, our hearts are ſtrong, 
weare as beld'as Lyons, and delire ng- 
thins' more*then the preſence and com>» 
ming of the Jadge, when our (ins are 
pardoned;”! Oh what a confluence of all 
blefſedneſs md happineſs is' chere in 
Jefus Chriſt '! it we have him , - we are 


rich, "weareMll,” we have all: if we - 


be withoar high,” all that wehave » how 
excellerit ſeeverit be, is asnothing ; we 
are miſerable, wretched , loſt , and the 
very workt 'of oreatares : all the male» 
ditions and curfes' of God lig-upon us, 
and death, whery it comes ,- will gnaw 
npon us everlaſtingly, Certainly Chriſt, 
muſt needs be exceeding precious, with 
whom we enjoy ſuch'a world of bleſ- 
ſings; and without whom / we are ſa 
extreamely unhappy. The Lord give us 
to know the things » that belang unto 
our peace. - Chriſt procures for us the 
ardon ef ſins; © 'and the pardon of 

ins is not a*ſolitaty bleſſing; it comes 

not> alone ; © but with a , lang train of 
: E 2 good 


; 
% 
de 4 on os ates « Ja Ye, 3-169 
RI £& 
Wy ng 


- 


" VEE p* "6, "24 IR 2 8 
8 pe OW. v4 AMC Eo Seed- k 
: he MES3” * 
; 8x 


©. "IR 
RE 5. 
8 
, XY 8M 
. - \ . hs. 
j8 
; A 
” Z 
. 
[s 


. , 2 4 n a - Fe R 
N 6 nh IF 4. Rd As. oo. at FE > 
4 a, c b & TY P > = bh * > 
Abt og TS.” £ _ 
ae + 
, Aa de - SO 4s 


A h | ——_ » 
a HY 4 4 B. . B on mY ,"Y ho. NG __ ay" PER . ' —_ 
4 & % | z-y . h * 
= : 9 The preciouſueſs of .Chriff 
WE "of-C 


0 it in heip t to Heaven, in 
depth 


oodthings at the heeles of it : Chriſt 
therefore, that obtaines it , muſt neec 
be precionsand- excellent. in the high 
gepree? 71.9 no 0, | 
* Thirdly jt"is- Chrſt alane, . that ood 
as it were unmask:and -unvaile the fact 
of God ; and help us-to.ſuch a mani- 
feſtarion and ghe of: it;4/2s-0ur nature 
is capable of : his glory in the abſolute- 
neſs and- perfe&ion of it no creature 
car behold. When Fob had ſet forth 
the preatneſs of Gods wiſdome and 


| pune : expreſſed in' his | marvellous 


workes; he concludes thus z . Loe, cheſe 
are part of bis wayes ; but how little a por- 
tion 15-heard: of bim? but the thunder of 
his power who ca underfland } Fob 26, 
{aft verſe ; now: that thunder of Gods 
hone is the higheſt _— o it 2 the $ 
e expoands it, when he ſaith, * 
6, d 14 ableto do above all that we ca t1- 
ther ack, ortbink : we can ask much; 
and we can think more: yet we can 
neither ask, : nor think ſo much as 
God can doe : here's the thunder of bis 
power , "Zophar alſo ſaith, that we canxor 
find ont the Almight anto perfettion : he 


ength to the Earth, 
: afd 


to Hell, in 


wy 
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and in breadth to the Sea: yea he makes 
it higher, deeper, longer and broader, 
Avd himſelf tells 
Moſes, that uo man can ſes bis face , and 
live, We may ſee Jehovah's back-parts s 
but his face, | that is, his abſoluteneſs , 
and perfedion cannot be ſeen :» and 
therefore he is called the 1»v:ble Gad, 
Yet howſoever this doth not a little ſer 
forth the excellency and worthineſs of 
Chriſt : that. Revelation , which we 
have of God, we have it by him :. and 
hereof' we may ſee a notablefigure in 
Moſes, The Lord proclaimed his mer- 
cy » his patience, his goodneſs., Is 
Truth, and his juſtice beforehim : theſe 
are hisback-parts; and morethen theſe 
he could not fee: and -therefore it is 
ſaid, that the Lord covered Moſes with 
his hand, while he paſſed by. Butto came 
now to the' point : whete was; Moſes, 


when he .had this viſion and appearance” 


of the Deity.?: he was in 4 -c/:ft of che 
Rock : now verily that Rock was a ſha- 
dow. of Chriſt : we ſee the glory of 
God through him. per ſpeeu/uws, as it 
wereina HA Chriſt is the /ively Hruage: 
of God, 2:Cor, 4:4: He is the brightneſs. 


of hss glory ,, and w_ expriſetheratter of | 
E 3 


if 


- 6 , od $64. # Is as nach <4 IE A” Fo "I ey _w— _ 
FUELS codes £ a” 12h 
: ” i. * \ | : F, | FS 
» ts » x 
K+ Y f F \Þ- +» 4. 7 OY 
, . bo 
» % py, 6 I: = 
# P w © - - 


-vW 


» 
ba 


- 1.5 "ES? , 
5# , 
wy - 
$3 Y | 


$4 


The prvieatrſs of Chyife 


gotten Son , which is 1# the boſame of the 


his perſon; Heb, 1.3. There is noex- 
cellency in the Fatber , which is.,not 
compleate in the Son : and by the 
Son we come to know it: ſo ſaith the 
Apoſtte. God, who bath commanded the 
Light to ſhine out of darkneſs , hath ſhi 
ned fironr hearts to give the Light { the 
K wwledge of the glory of God in the faceof 
Feſus Chriſt, 2 Cor. 4 6, both this exs 
reſſion, and that-in the Hebrewes be- 
res rent where Chriſt is called 
the brightneſs of Gods glory, are a metg- 
phor taken from the beames of the 
Sun. As the Sun is manifeſted .by 
his own brightneſs, viz. by his beames ; 
for we cannot ſee the Sun 1» Kota, 
in his Charret, or circumvolntion, bur 
by his deames : ſothe inacceſſible Lighe 
of his Fathers glory is revealed tas» 
gram per radios ac ſplendorem., as it were 
by beames and brightneſs ſhining - moſt 
clearly in Chrift : and the root and 
Fountain of that | brightneſs is in 
Chriſt's God-head , but darted upon us 
through the manhood : ' according. .ta 
that teſtimony, Joh, 1. 18.. No man 
hath ſeen God at any time : the ontly be- 


Father, he hath declared him, The bo» 
ſome 
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the # veales the ''glory and ' brightneſs of 
the | Gods face unto Believers :* therefore 
F he. muſt ' needs be'exteeding preci- 
the —_— > Fo ED 
* Thirdly, if we conſider Cheiſt" in, 

of all his' relations : either” as he is man, _— 
% | or asheis Mediator, or asheis God, 

i we ſhall find him'in all chefe to be moſt 
: preclots Coen. 
g- 'Firſt'of /all'as Man ; he was boly, ard 
1 harmeleſs,anl | qarare from ſinners, Heb, 
Yy 7. 26, '4" Lamb withour' blemiſh , "and 
3 withont ſpot, 1 Peter 1. 19. The Apoſtle 
4 relates tothe Paſchall Lamb, which 
TY was to be fo conditioned : it was be- 
©] hoofefull; that Chriſt ſhould rot! one- 
: ly be man; but alſo a man perfeRly 
holy and righteous ; - elfe' he could 
| 
| 


) 
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Tot have been a competent and fitting 
Saviour : yea, he had been fo far from 
ſatisfying for the ſins'of others , 'that 
he muſt have dyed for his own. And. 
belides it was requiſite that there ſhould 
.be that beautifull analosy 'ahd propor- 
tion between him” that Jott all, and him 
that recqver'd all ; thatias Adam, who 
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eh of chrith 
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plaid the Baix-rupc, was perfeR ; ſg 
ſhauld the Redeemer be. Chriſt indeed 
im a certain place doth turn.off from 
himſelf the appellation of good in g 
ſenſe of perfe&ion. Oae called him good 
Maſter : but he replyed, why calleſt chow 
me good > there is none goed but God, 
Matth. 19. 16,. 17, But why doth 
Chriſt do'ſo? was not he perfectly 
good ? yes: but the other was not ware 
of his God-head, when he call'd him 
ſo: he looked upon Chriſt ( ſaith Chry- 
foſtome ) 65s dvYeWow NG, as uppn a 
meere naked, extenuated, debaſed man : 
and yet he gttributes unto him a more 
then humane goodneſs and perfeRion , 
gccording to the errour of the Phariſees, 
whoſe Diſciple, nodoubt he was. The 
Phariſees held, that even men by a ſtrict 
obſervance of the'Law might attain to 
perfe&tion of Righteouſneſs and ſan- 
&imony jn this lite : and ſuch a thought, 
no queſtion, had this Schollar of theirs 
concerning Chriſt ſo that if we look 
well upon it, we ſhall ſee, that our Sa- 
viour doth not deny himſelf to be per- 
feAly good: but onely he checks the 
phariſaicall ' opiniqn 'of pexfeftion in 
thoſe, that are no more then men. 


OO. fo Believers; 
Chriſt was more then a meere man: if 
the young man had knowne ſo much : 


he ſhould not have been reproved for 


calling himgood in a ſenſe of abſolute- 
neſs and: perfeRion ; ſuch an Epithite 
was rightly applyable unto Chriſt, had 
the young Phariſee been ware of his De» 
ity ; orhad he knowathe ſtrange man- 
ner of his conception, viz. by the Ho- 
ly- Ghoft ; he might have ſaid of him, 
as the P[almr/? doth } thow art fairer they 
the children of meen + and ſo the ticle of 
good. Maſter mould neyer have been ex# 
cepted againſt, 

Secondly, Chriſt as man alſo was 
abaſed : and yet in his abaſement he 
was very excellent : it is a very comely 


ſight to ſee a great Perſonage of a meek * 


humble and lowly carriage, willing ts 
ſtoop, and to come dawn from his 
height ; ſoit benotin a ſordid and un- 
ficting way. Now ſo it was with Chriſt ; 


he waſhed the' very feet of his Diſciples: 


he became poore to make us rich : he 


faſted, that we might feaſt ; he went on 
foot, char. we might ride, as I may, 


Tay : hedied, that we might live, The 
Apoſtle faith, that thongh he was in 


the form of God, 4d thought it 110 Poa ; 
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58 The prectonſneſs of Chris 
beryor Sarriledge tobe equall with God : 
yet be made himſelf of no reputation, aud 
took upoy him the forms of a ſervant d and 
was made inthe likeneſs of men: and betug 
found 1» faſhion as a man, he humbled him- 
ſelf, and became obedient unto death , 
even the death of the Croſs, Philip. 2.6, 
72, 3. Now mark, I pray, the antithe- 
{is or oppolition , which thefe words 
hold forth. | 
Chriſt was from all eternity & yog@d# 
wagon, Ot in the * effentiall form of God ; 
pope or in the glorions nature and condition 
emikett of God : yet he took upon {oÞPiv Noiou 
ward the ſtate, being and condition of a ſer- 
ſhape,face, Vant, He was equall with God , called 
or figure of therefore the m1ghty God, and the ever- 
a thing /afting Father, Eſa.9.6.and &Mu9ivls Otos 
which be=+þe very, or the true God, 1 John 5.20. 


cauf God 0 a” c 
er yet he was content to be found & quid 


therefore {ATI OX Wider! dv9edown,in the Amorli- 
here itis tade and ſhape of men, that this is in the 
= Aj very rank, nature and quality of men, 
_— ſubje& to mans paſſons, and every way 
= A right man, /#» oxely excepted, where- 
of you heard before. Again, he t hought 

tt 10 rapine or robbery to be equall with 

God; yet he ſiffered himſelf to be de- 


puded and rob'd of his glory by (infull 
| men, 
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 »...,; Fo Believers. 
men, God call's him che man, that 5s his 
fellow , Zach. 13, 7. and yethe was 
made a fellow to thieves and malefa- 
ours :, yea he was made inferiour and 
underling to bafe men , a very murde- 
rer beins preferred before him. Though 
he was full of glory and excellency : 
yet he did empty himſelf of all : for ſo 
_ are the wBrds of the Apoſtle, touTov et 
Vagt, he evagnated or emptied himſelf that 
is, he reduced” himſelf, as it were to 
nothing ; or (as the Father hath it) he ex+ 
hanſted himſelf; he drew himſelf dry. 
Laſtly, though he was the Prince and 
Lord of life : yet he hambled hinoſelf un« 
to Death : and the baſeſt death of all, 
the death of the Croſs: it was a Roman 
kind of execution, and aflerted even 
by a Roman Oratour, to be of all o- 
ther moſt ignominous and ſhamefull. 
Civem Romanum [celus eſt verberare prope 
aricidium necare ; quid dicam tn crucen 
; tollere? * ſaid that Oratour. It 1s a hai- 
nous wickedneſs to beat a Rotnan : 
it is olmoſt paracide to kill him : what 
is itthen to crucifie him > how beyond 
meaſure hainous ts that? yet thus low 
way, the Son of God brought, And 
it addes likewiſe to the meaſure of his 
| humilicy 
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© The precionſneſs of Chriff 
humility and lowlineſs, that he was va- 
luntary-in all his debaſement : he was 
not forced or compelled to it : wo mar 
takerh my life from me ( ſaith he) but 1 lay 
it down of my ſelf, Joh. 10. 18, and 
whar he ſaith of his life, is true alſo of 
all his Divine.glory : it was not violent- 
ly ſnatch't trom him whither þe would, 
or no: but he did willingly, cheerful- 
ly, ſpontaneouſly and of Ifis own ac- 
cord develt and ſtrip himſelf of it. 
Now certainly thus to deſcend” from 
Heaven to Earth, from Divinity to 
humanity, from a Kingdome to a lave- 
ry, from life to deat, and all rhis of 
his own free and willing diſpolition 
without any compuliion or enforce- 
ment; this addes no little grace and 
luſter to him. *Tis a very ſeemly light to 
ſee a venerable perſon condeſcending, 
Rooping low, and denying himſelf, 
to ſee a King caſting aſide his Robes of 
Majeſty, and deicending to a lower 
pitch for the doing of ſome good , 
which otherwiſe cannot be atcheived ; 
we had been eternally loft, if the Son 
of God had not done thus + unleſs he 
had humbled himſelf, we could never 
have been exalted, 

Thirdly, 


to Believers,  *© | 
Thirdly, Chriit as man was obedient 
unto the will of his Father : he was y- 
niverſally and -conftantly obedient + 
he was obedient without any the leaft 
relutation, grudging , or unwilling 
neſs. To this purpoſe makes that of the 
moſt excellent ſong, where it is ſaid of 
Chriſt , that be cometh leaping npor ghe 
Monntains, and shipping upon the bills, * 
Cantic. 2. 8, there were great Moun- 
tains of difficulties and bardfkip in che 
way of our Redemption, yer he palt 
lightly and cheerfully over them all to 
do the will of him that ſent him. Yea, 
he was ſo far from grumbling and 
murmuring , that it was even meat and 
drink to him to da that will ; and he 
was ſtraitned and pained in his mind 
till the bloudy baptiſme of his ſuffering 
was accompliſhed, Lake 12. 50. Ut zs 
written of hins 1# the rowle of Gods book ; 
Loe, 1 come to dothy will, 0 God ; thoſe 
words, Loe, 1 come , ſhew his alacrity 
and cheerfulneſs, his readineſs and 
forwardneſs to do' his Fathers will ; 
his loyns were alwayes girded , and his 
feet ſhodde unto it.” The Spirit of Chriſt 
dwelling in the Saints makes them to 
be prompt” and ready unto all duties 
| an 
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The preciouſneſs of Chri 
and works commanded of God ; how 
much more then was Chriſt himſelf ſo, 
in whom the Spirit of God was, as wa« 
ter in the Fountain ? when he con- 
quered death, and the grave, and all the 
powers of darkneſs for us , Repenrance 
was hid from his eyes,.:- be ſhrank not, 
nor drew away. the ſhoulder from it. 
Three times he was under ſuch an inh- 
nite preflure of Divine wrath, as had 
been enough to have.crufhed ten, chou- 
{and worlds, yet he flinched not ; bur. 
drank the bitter cup off to the very 
battome : he patiently endured the 
Croſs, and deſpiſedthe ſhame. Indeedit 
cannot be denyed, that when he was in 
his agony, he prayed to his Father tg 
fave him from that hour ; and. thrice: 
he prayed, that the bitter cup might 
paſs from him : yet he did not this 
through diſobedience or unwilling- 
neſs to undergoe the task, that his Fa- 
ther had ſer him to : bur firſt of all we 
mult know that his mind was ſo ſtricken 
with the infinite wrath of God , with 
which he was then confliing ; ſo aſta- 


niſhed and overwhelmed with that in- 


ſupportable preſſure ; that all the pow- 


— faculties of his ſoul were for a 
s | while 
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 . $0 Believers, 
while interrupted , ſuſpended , con- 
founded: ſo that he knew not well. 
what to ſay, or whether to turn hime 
ſelf ; this appeares vy his words, Joh, 
12.29. Now 1s my ſonl tronbled, and what. 
ſhall 1 ſay ? KN 0 

Secondly when he prayed ſo, we. 
mult conceive, that as a man ſubjeR to 
frailties like us ( yet without (in ) he 
thought' he had been ucterly loſt and 
undone, if his Father ſhould not deliver 
him from that hour , and excuſe him 
from drinking of the cup. His ſenſe of 
dolour was ſo vehement, ant he ſo ama- 
zed with'it; that it wrung from him a 
ſignification of Natures fears and relu- 
Aance : yer all the while his holy , his 
pure , and unblemiſhed mind was 
throughly bent, aud reſolved to go 
through ſtitch with the work , what- 
ſoever came of it. 

Thirdly, we ſee, that when he pray= 
ed, Father ſave me frons this hour, he pre- 
ſently and immediately ſubjoyns ; b=t 
for this cauſe came 1 unto this hour : Fa- 
ther glorifie thy name : likewiſe when he 
p_ thar che Cup might paſs from 

im: hedelires it no otherwiſe, then 
with condition of his Fathers will. = 
vs. 9 
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The preciouſneſs of Chrif 

Co in that ruefull vociferation and cry 
ing out, why haſt thew forſaken me > we 
ſee that he did not let go his hold ; bur 
xemembred to ſay, 7 God, my God: fo 
that here was no diffidence, no (in, no 
diſobedience all this while. — 

Laſtly, all this was ſo carried, and- 
punctually related by the Evangel:fts to 
ſhew us theſe things, viz, 

i. The exceeding atrocity and hai- 
nouſneſs of fin. SETLY 

2, A mirrour of Gods infinite mer- 
cy in Chrift, | EE 

3. Our Nature really and truly ſuf- 
fering in him. EE as 

4. The fulneſs of his expiation and 
fatisfaRion, | 

5. Tae certainty of his Fathers good- 
will towards us; whereof we are the 
leſs te doubt, by how much the more 
we fee that the eternal Sqn was hum- 
bled and made an obje& for our 
fakes. | | pt 
Faurthly , Chriſt as a man likewiſe 
was perfe< in all graces, The Prophet 
tells that there ſhould come 4 Rod o»t of 
the lems of Feſſe, and a branch out of Hs 
roots ; axd the Spirit of the Lord was to 
reft npon hits ; the ſpirit of wiſdonse, and 


wnderſtanding ; 
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under flanding ; the ſpirit of Connſel, and 


of might , the jpiric of Knowledge, andef 


the Go of the Lord, Eſa. 11. 13. yea» 
ſo eminent was the Lord, Jeſus this-way 
that even: at twelve years old, be ſee 
in the Sanadrim, diſpncing with the Do- 
Hors, all. nihing them: queſtions, It is 
ſaid that God gave not the Spirit by Weds 
 ſere unto him. Joh, 3. 34, that is, he did 
not beſtow ir upon, him. imperfeRly and. 
21 part ovely': but fully and .cntirely ;, 
for meaſure is nor oppoſed.to- aiinite, as. 
the Extychiens .would; have it to con». 
firm their -opinion of Ubicuity*: for 
they thought , that if the Spirit. vece 
given uato the Manhood of Chriſt uns; 
meaſurably , then even. the Mant ood- 
would be capable of Div: ger {ye - 
and conſequently, the fleſh of Chriſt 
would be no where circutafcribed , but. 
| every where preſent : bur I ſay. that, 
meaſure in the place betote mentioned, 
is not oppoſed to that which is in. 
fnite and unmeaſurable; but to that. 
which js not whole, entire, and perfe.:, 


Chriſt in the gifts of the Spirit was not.” 


lame and imperfect ;- but omnrbus ſuis 
 awrperis abſo/mtus, full and compleat, as. 

Adam waz before he, fell ; - and yer far 
[ F excelling 
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68 © The prettonfneſv of chbrif 
celling' Adams : for Adam was ſetin a 
witable Gondirian : but Chriſt is ſted- 

faſt, -and abiding+for ever; confirmed 
m.grace like the Holy Angels 'of God: 
Fefterday,and to day,and the ſame for ever. 
In reſpe&'of'vertue and the Faith of 
Befievers eveft liis manhood, Sefore it 
was'in being, was cloathed, with perfe- 
Qivn of grace y/ and ſo continueth for 
ever. Again, Aday was a meer man 
and -alone ' by himſelf : but in Chriſt 
the humane” nature was hypoſtarically 
mired unto the Divine : and: hence-it 
cothes to paſs, that Chriſt; even as man, 
had a greater meaſure of knowledge and 
Revelations of grace and heavenly gifts, 
theh ever Adars had. The Apoſtle faith, 
that in Chrift dwels all the fwlncſs of the 
Gol-head 6@uaATINGS, bod:ly,Col.2.9.that 
15; not by anaked and bare communi- 
cating of vertue, as God is ſaid to dwell 
it his Saints; but by a ſubſtantiall uni- 
on of the two Natures, Divine and hu- 
mane, the eternal Word and the Man, 
conlitting 'of ſoul ard body , where- 
by they becorre one E@pirauetvov,one Per- 
ſon, or ſubliftence: Now from this ad- 
mirable and wonderfull nnion of the 
two Natures iri Chriſt, there flowes un- 
by fo 
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to the Manhood | a plenitude and: ful- 
neſs of all - Spiritual wiſdome and 
grace, ſuch as was never found in any 
meer man ; -no-not in 4davz, while he 
ſtood in his: integrity and upright- 
neſs. | 

Now then to draw to a concluſion of 
this head. If Chriſt eveit according to 
his humanity were perfectly innocent 
and holy : ifhe were 19 hi#divine cellj- 
tude and highnets voluntarily debaſed : 
if he were: exatly obedient in all things 
to his Fathers commands : and if he were 
compleat 'in all heavenly wifdome and 
graces 2 then certainly even as he was 
man, he was of all other molt precious, 
moſt lovely and delirable. 

Add hereunto, that h:s fleſh never 
ſaw corruption, that it roſe again from 
the grave, it being impoſſible for the 
bands of death to detain it. Alſo as 
man he came of the race of Kings. As 
man he ſhall judge the world ,, Atts 17, 
31. As man'he was wonderfully borx 

of a), ar gun 9 called therefore by A pEcu- 
har name, Shilsh, which (jgnifiech a Se- 
cundine, or after=birth, Geneſ, 49. I9. - 
the word comes of NV which ({ygnifes 
tranquillam effec ; intimating that Chriſt 
| 4 
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48 ME + The pretiouſreſs of Chri# 
is he, who bath brought us peace and 
tranquility ; and that he might be our 
Peace-maker', it was neceſlary that he 
ſhould be Shiloh , born of the Tan&ti- 
"fed ſeed ofa woman, without the ſeed 
.of a man. The Apoltle expounds the 
name,” Gaſat. 4. 4. | where he ſaith of 
Chriſt, 'that he was made of a woman: 
"Not of a may and a woman both ; bur af 
'a woman alone without a man. 

Again, Chriſt as man was foretold 
'by the Prophets, and by ſundry types; 
attended upon at his birth by holy An- 
gels : a peculiar Star created for him, 
Chriſt as man was in one hypoſtaſts, or 
perſon with God, called cherefore /rhre/,. 
Proverb. 50. 1.4 word (as Jommns writes) 
compounded of three parts; as if one 
ſhould ſay ; rhe ſtrong God with we : the 
name comes to all one with /mmanuel ; 
and the Apoſtle expounds both, 1 Tim, 
2. 16, where he ſaith of Chriſt, hat he 
was God manifeſt in the fleſh : and this 
heafhrmeth alſo to be without controvers 
fie a great Myſtery, aud a 1ſtery of god- 
tineſs : Inevery Art'and profeſſion there 
is.2 Myſtery : -but this holds forth a 
Myſtery of 'Godlinels : for he that was 
Ithiel, God preſent in the fleſh roevery 

| faithfull 


wiſe Hcl, Almighty, able tor all things : 
ſo thac by theſe xwo names! the faithtull 
are aſſured of their Juſtification , San- 
Qification_,'- and eternal. . Salvation 
through che preſence and power of 
God : and this doubtleſs is ty pwuoyoioy,, 
a great Myſtery... 72 hh 
 Firtherwore Chriſt as man; was our 
Sacrifice and expiation : | he. was our 
&vTIAUTPOv , "the price of our Redemption, 1 
7:im: 2.6.\ though 1: confeſs that this 


price had its worth from: the. union. of + 


the two natures. . Azain, \Chrift.as man 
was conceived of the Holy Ghoſh. z Chriſt 
45 man zs& aſcended into: Heaven ;' Chrifh 
as man fits at the r1ght hand.of God, Now 
all theſe things., and much' more that 
mighr be' brought , do ſpeak..Chriſt'a 


very precfous .and excellent: perſon 3 * 


and that even according to his man= 
hood. 22 | 
© Secondly, conſider Chriſt as Media- 
tour, and there alſo he ſhines forth moſk 
Sloriouſly, and appears to be the moſt 
peereleſs and 'preciops. thing. in the” 
world. Fl SSOure 9057-1 

In the Mediatorſhip of Chriſt we 
axe to confider'. his TgodYy. , or bis 
IS as Þ 3 chree- 
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f,ithfull and believing ſoul , was like- 2 


% 


three-fold Holy Othce' of ' - - 
; \Prophecie. _ .- 

- {Kingdome. _. * 
Chriſt is a Prohher wee. 69x, in way 
of eminericy' and excelleiicy. above. all 
other Prophets ; he was the Head of 

them all ; and that in theſe reſpeAs. 

- Firſt,” ot/atl, other Prophets were but 
Types and ſhadows of this great Pros 
pher : even /oſes himſelf. was:but a fi- 
gure of him; « Prophet ſhall the Lord 
your God raiſe up unto yon of your Brethren, 
like abo me>ſaith Moſes, As 7, 37, 

thoſe words, like $1180 16, . do plainly, 
ſhew, thar Hoſes was at'the beſt but ag 
Ima$e and ſhadow of Chriſt, | 
oſes faſted forcy dayes before the gi- 
ving of the Law on Mount Sinai ;, ſo' did 
cn before he began to preach the 
God did more clearly and perſpicy- 
oufly 'manife(t himſelf unto, Hoſes then 
ants orher men: it is ſaid,that he ſpeaks - 
tut hine face to face, as, aman [ptaketh to 
hrs friend, "Excd 33. 11:10 did the Eter- 
nall Father more openly reveal. him- 
felf unto Chrift, then/ unt6 any crea+ 
ture : 0 man knowerth the Father jou the 
Tr | on, 


The pr toufne rYof.Chrift þ 


Sin, ind be to:'whomſeever the. Sou will 


reveale hin, 3 Mats; 114 a7... | $ 


4 

- Moſes became'a Shepherd.an the Land: 

of Midian : (ois Chrittrbe Shepheargd: 
an #verſcer ofaant fouls, 1 Peter 2125, i: 
-' Moſes was falthfull iwail Gods hanfe 5; 
and- ſo *was''Chritt , but yet 1-4 far 
more 'excellent'manner ren oſes y as 


e 


the" Apaſtle declares, Heb. 341 Aſoſes was 
faithful ks a ſervant, Chriſhas a fon over. 


hisowh hauſe, 017 7100 0010 bt 2 a0 
' Moſes -was-himſelf.:a pert -of that 
houfe': bur Chritt was the builder of its 
- Afoſes undtr God dillinflivace!Sacrad 
ments, 'T Cor /1 0.1, 2:4! Tr is:fgid; chat 
_ the: Fixkors paſſed miller thenolend;. ad 
trough the S245 and were alt baptiſed. nnd 
Moſes the clout, and rprhey Star wrourk, 
that-phraſe, wwto Moſ3:/0 the werebap- 
tiſed unto ttim, as tmto the-typez4or dev 
puty of Curiſt-: for. Baptifmre ia) Sa+ 


crament of the New Tefttament;;: and 


operly of Chrift%s Ioſtigraion.s'/'-> 11: 
bt Aſs alfo inftiruced'the»RNeorver:;: 
ſo did Chrifbthe Lords Super, > © | 

As the I:Avwas: exhibiced> by Aſaſre 
fo was the'Goſpel; whict brings grace 
and trath 5 ''free::Redenipeidh, and the 
accompliſhment of all rypes unto Relie- 

< F 4 Vers, 
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The prnſuſe of chi _ 


E verss  Eexoited:by Chriſt, Job, r It. 


Tuus you 1ee,. that Moſes, tuar egreges 
 ou5 40d ex1n6:8 +5. Propact was no more 
then a ſhadow, of. Cariſt., And the like 
may be ſaid. of. all the reſtof the Pro- 
hers : itwere.no hard matter to ſhew 
haw they did: all of them'in-one thing, 
or other.reſemble Chriſt , juſt 8s the 
tively piture of a 'man doth his perſon : 
as Exoch.and Elijab in their Travſlati- 
ons reſembled the aſcention, of Chriſt. 
» Noah” by his: righteouſneſs. ſavin 
all the reſt that went into. the Ark with 
him, ſhadowed/Chriſt, 'whe-by his per- 
* fe&tobedience, ſaves:all- true Believers. 
Cariceraing -the ——_ Dovid 'it is 
faid, that even thoſe which fate at bus 
Table roſe np\againſth:im,P[al.q1t.g.ſodid 
Judas againlt.Chrift, who dips ith biz 
1 the platter: Pavid alſo was a man af- 
ter Gods own heart ; fo was Chriſt with- 
out the leaſt flaw or failing'; and what 
an evident, type:of Chriſt was the Pro- 
pher:Ehſhay: when # dead body roſe a- 
gain being coſt 1r10 h1s grave, and 1onch- 
#ng bs bones # 2. Kings 13e2t, This was 
not done by any Natfve or-inherent ver- 
rue of the Prophet : but by that accident 
to foreinſtruft; the Faithfull concerning 
#1 ©, +3. - +.% . mM 
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the vertue of Chriſt fleth, which riſing 


from the dead ,, ſhould likewiſe raiſe up. 


our periſhed bodies, accor4ing to that 


| Efa. 26.19. thy dead men ſhall live - toge- 


ther with my dead body ſhall they ariſe © 4- 
wakg and ſing yee that dwell inthe duft : 
for thy dew 15 as the dew of berbs, and the 


Earth (hall caff out the d:ad. Again, Je- 
_ nah lying three dayes and three nights 
in the- belly of a fiſh, was a'lign of 


Ciriſt lying ſo long ia the grave. . The 
Ptpphets were all of chem types and re- 
ſemb'ances of Chriſt : even John the 
Baptiſt,then whom there aroſe not a prea- 
ter Prophet of all thoſe that are barn of v0. 
ez, even he, I ſay , was but Chrilts 
harbinper or fore-runner. Now then as 
ſabſtauces ' do « far excell ſhadows, 


'and Kings their *Antr-gmbulers or hare 
bingers: ſo doth Chriſt far excell all - 


Prophets : they all of them were but 
ſhadows and fore-r:mners to him. 
Secondly, other Prophets could ſpeak 


. only in the ears ofmen : but Chrift ſpake 


and {tl ſpeaks to the heart : he hath the 
Key of David; he openeth,and no man ſhut- 
tcth , he ſhntteth a::d no man openeth, Rev. 


3.7. itis a limilitude taken'from them , 


that keep the Keys of a City, or Ca» 
7 tle, 


73” 


74 The profiouſmfs of Chrift 
Me; without which they can neither be” 
opened, nor ſhut-- no more can any 
en the heart or: break im upoiri the 
Spirit; beſide Chriſt ; he 'alvnie'i$ able 
to open the eyes of the mind, and to 
conytyce the Conſcience, by the ſecrer, 
kindly and. powerfull working” of* his 
own Spirit. . | Bday Yak 
Other Prophets can preach wiſdom 
tmto men - but Chrilt can preach'them 
wiſe - other Prophers can warn men 
by telling them of their ſins, and-de- 
- nomeing the Judsments of God 7 but 
Chrift can reclairi them, and tum. 
them from their {ins ; rhe. dead | hear 
thr woire of the Son. of God, ard lint, 
Jeh. 5.25. and hence jt is ſaid', that'he 
zarght,' as one having Authority 5 and not _ - 
as the Sribes : iecame coldly and driely * 
from: them ; but full of pareſie- and 
boldneſs, full of cofiviction , and re- 
proof, full of the evident demonftration 
y# the Spirit, and of power, as the Apo- 
le ſpeakey'; in this manner came the 
word from Chrift. © oe 
Tuirdly, | other Prophets were inſtru- 
mentaF to ſearth ont the mind of God-: 
andtbey did ir by way of at onely, the 
Djyive will being revealed and ng" 
red .. 


OT OSS Wm 
red.unto them , but the mind of God 


. 


, was.in Chriſt habitually and radically : 


the: fountain, and root, the ſource and 


principall cauſe of Chriſt's Prophecie 
was, in himſelf, Before all cime Chriſt 
had the honour to lit 19.the ſeac of moſt 


excellent ſecrets; the boſom of the Fax. 


ther : and therefore he is able, as from 
himſelf .to reveal all the Oracles, and 


ſecxety of. God needfull to be known 2: 


he is able-to reveal them when, and 
how,. and to whott he pleaſeth. _,. 
Naw that theſe oſs are habitvally 
in Chrilt, as heat in fire, or water it 
a living and.ever flowing ſpring , ap- 
pears by this. Sas; 
I, That Chriſt is effenrially wiſdom 
and underſtanding : Connſellts mine,and 


ſonnd wiſdom {ſaith he) 1 am miterſtax-. 


d:ng, Prov, $. I 4. | w- int 

2, It. appears, alſo by this , * hecayſe 
he counſels us to buy eye ſalve. of lim, 
that we may ſee; and becauſe he hath 
power to ſend the Spirit; yet have anune 
&ion from the holy One, and ye know 
all things ſaich the Apoſtle, 1 Jeh..2, 20. 
Cheilt is the holy one from whom we 
receive the anoynting of the Spirit, ope- 
ning our *eyes and diſcovering Mito vs 
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The precioufuſt of Chrift 


all ſaving ccutas _1n him are hid all the 


. Breaſures of wiſdom'and knoviedge, Colo- » 


fans 3.3. Taey are tt d 1: hin, as Gold, 
and Silver are ſuo loco, as the Puiloſos ' 

her ſpeaks, hid in the veines of the 
Earth : that's another Argument of 
the habitualueſs of Prophecie in 
Chriſt. | ran > 

' Tairdly,and another is this,that al! f«/- 
xeſs is ſaid to dwell in hims, Coloff, 1. 19. 
whereby the terme of glenitude, or ful- 
neſs Mr. Bez.a nnderſtands the accumu- 
lation, or heaping up of all divine gifts 
in a molt copious and plentifull man-' 
ner , which he ſaith, that the School- 
men do call habitual grace , diſtin. 
from the grace of union; the union ( he 
means ).of thetwo natures. Now one 
part of this habitual- grace and. fulneſs 
in Chriſt,” is the gift of Prophecie: - and: 
mark IT pray; it is ſaid wtTuWNX to 3- 


habit or dwell inC brift : this implyes the 


habitualneſs of it, _ 

Fourthly, other Prophets conld re- 
veal but ſome part of the will of God, 
and at-ſome times onely, Heb. 1. 1. chat 
God ſpake nnto the Fathers by the Proph ts 
at Joy tires, and in divers granners ; 
that is hedid let out his Light 111#ta- 

4 f im, 


t95, by little, andlittle,. till the day- 
Star , and Sun of Righteouſneſs a» 
roſe : bur ( ſaith the Apoſtle) 2» theſe 
laſt dayes he hath ſpoken by his Son, ver.2, 
that is, he bath ſpoken more fully and 
plainly.. The anticheſis or oppolition 
which the Apoſtle ſets between Gods 
ſpeaking by the Prophets. of old , and 
by his Son in his latter age of the 
world, - ſhews plainly the dimnels and 
darkneſs of theſe former ages in com- 
pariſon of thoſe, which have been ſince 
che, comins of Chriſt : in this reſpe& 
the Apdſtle ſaith, thar the heirs of life 
and ſalvation were but childres before 
Chriſt's incarnation. Galar. 4. 1, 2, &c. 
for the generality. of chem they knew 
but as Children, for what we have done 
ſince, beſides other points of minority 
an&non-age touching Legality and Ce- 
remonies , which the Apoſtle in that 
place cerms elements or rudiments of 
the world ; and the State of the Cainrs 
under them a ſtate of bondage , as we 
ſee now but Il tobnTFov ty dniyut , 
through a ploſs dark/y, for what we ſhall 
doin the life ro come: all is wrapr up 
i0 a riddle now, for what it will Le 
then; ſo did they of ofd in net” 
O 
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The precioafreſs of Chritt 
of us: their Light was but an obſcure 
and glimmering light to ours. Chriſt 
hath flowed in upon his people in grea- 
ter abundance of Revelation {ſince his 
comins, then before : His diſcavery of 


| himſelf] then was but a Randing behind 


the wall, a looking forif of the window , a 
fhewing himſelf through the Lattice , 
Cant: 2. 9. - 
Fifcthly, other Prophets might' not 
preach themſelves : the Apoſtle inveighs 
againſt ſelf-commertders, 2 Cor, 10. 12. 
we dare not (ſaith he) make onr ſel! 6: of 
the number ,or compare our ſelves with ſome 
that commend themſelves : and in another 
place he ſpeaks out plainly: 0 war 
(Taith he ) /:veth ro himſelf, Rows, 14 7, 
that js, none ought to I've unto -him- 
ſelf. Yea, even Chriſt himſelf relating 
to himſelf as a meer man, ſaith, that 
his witneſs 1s not true, if he bear witneſs 
of himſelf. Joh. 5. 33. but in another 
place relating; to himſelf a Mediatour , 
as God and man in_one perſoſi, and one 
with the Father, Fe ſpeaks clean con- 
trary to this : though T1 do bear record of 
”) ſelf ( ſaith he ) yet my record 15 trucy 
Joh. $, 14. Here'then is a wide diffe- 


rence between other Prophets'in Me” 
. 0 
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of their: Office, and Chriit : they-mighr 
not preach themſelves :. they did indeed 
report ſomerging of their own-vercuess; 
but-it was for holy exons and inftxu- 
ions ſake ; and it was ({Ull with -refe- 
rence.unto the main objet of the word 
which was _ Butnow Chrilt be- 
ins. our. Mediatour , or great Prophet, 
= Apoſtle of our Profefſton, and jr +. Avis 
gel or Meſſe enger of the © 2Vevar* between 
God and-:us, he may and doth preach 
himſelf : ro 1192 give all che Prophets wits 
neſs, Atts 10. 43. and he bears wit- 
nels of /himſelf, tecauſe he harh not @ 
greater in the point of our Jltification, 
Sancification, and eternal Salvation to 
bear witneſs of, than himſelf: and 
| hence are thoſe ſelf-predications of his, 
which we find in the' Scriptures. ' Look: 
wnto'me , agd be je ſaved, all the ends 
the Earth, Come unto me all ye that [4- 
bony , ' and are heavy laden, Whew he 
read that place of the Prophet 1ſa:ah, 
chap. 6T. 4. &c. he told the people, this 
day is this Scripture fulfilled In your tars, 
When-the excommunicated man asked 
bim- who the Son of God was? hg 
anſwered him , thos haſt bsth ſeen hins, 
aud 1s 15 he that talketh with thee ; and he 
hg told 
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The precfouſreſs of Chrift 
told the Sawaricauels plainly, thar he 
was the Hefſias, | And itis ſa'dof the . 
wo Diſciples, hat brgnagg at Moſes. 
ard all the Praphets , he exponnded unto 
thems 1» all the Scriptures the things con- 
cernmng biyzſe/f. Now ſurely it commends 
unto us the Prophecie of Chritt, that he 
might preach & commend himſelf with- 
any blot ot arrogance, or takingroo 
ach upon him: this argues him to be a 
high and honorable Prophet above all 
other. | 
\. Sixthly, all the Prophets had their 
\- Commiſſion and Authority frdm him :. 
\che words of the wiſe are as Goads aud as 
nails faſted by the Maſters of Aſſem- 
blies, which are gruen from one Shepherd, 
faith Solomon, Eccleſ. 12. 11. the words 
of thewiſe are Divine and heavenly in- 
ftruions - the Maſters of Aſſemblies are 
Goſpel-Miniſlers and Teachers : and 
Chri(t is that ee Shezherd from whom 
thoſe words are given, and from whom 
thoſe Maſters have their Authority. 
Hence it is ſaid, tha! he went by the Spi- 
'rit, that is, by his Divine vertue and 
power , and preached unto thoſe Spirits , 
that are now 11 priſon (in Hell we muſt 


conceive) having been diſobedient untothe 
| word 


to Believers, © | 
word of God , and deſpiſed bs long-ſuffe- 
ring in the dayes of Noah, while - Ark 


was preparing, 1 Pet. 3,19, 20. here we 


ſee, that that , which Noah a Preacher 
of righteouſneſs did, | is attributed un- 
ro Chriſt : becauſe Noah was but in- 
trumental, and had his Commiſhon 
from him; juſt as it is ſaid, that what- 
ſoever the Priſoners did in the priſon, 
Toſeph was the doer of it, Gene/. 39, 22. 
becauſe they did it by warrant and leaye 
from him ; or by his ditation and 
Commandement, ES 
Again, obſerve that phraſe , Ezck, 
20. 46. drop thy word toward the Sonth : 
and the like ſpeech is that of Moſes ; my 
Dottrine ſhall drop as the rain; my 
words (hall diftull asthe dew ; as the ſmall 
rain upon the tender berb, and as the 
ſhowres upon the graſs. Now from this 
phraſe of dropping, we may draw an 
Argument, that Chriſt is the head of 
all true Prophets and Teachers. For 
look as the: clouds, from whence the 
rain deſcends , have not their water 
originally and natively in themſelves ; 
but from the Sea and moiltned places 
of the Earth exhal'd and drawn up by 
the. heat of the Sun : ſo have not the 
7 G Prophet; 
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Prophets a Spirit of Propheſie; nor 
any Divine Teachers a faculty of 'teach- 
ing Heavenly and ſaving Truths of 
themſelves; but it is .drawn up out of 
Chriſt, as out of a full Sea of all excel- 
lent wiſdome. and knowledge, and con- 
_ vayed into them by the heat and vigour, 
not of their own Spirit, bur a far bigher 
ſirit then theirs,v:=.the ſpirit of Chriſt. 
Neither may other Prophets go. of 
their own heads, but by Commiſſion 
and delegation from him, And' there- 
fore they have the name of Ambaſſadors 
given them,2 Cor.g.20. Ambaſſadors for 
Chrift, Chriltit is, that ſaid, go andreach 
all nations. Chrilt it is, that inſtituted 
the Miniſtry of the word. Chriſt it is 
that gave ſome tobe Apoſtles,and ſome Pro- 
phets, and ſome Evangeliſts and ſome P a- 
ſtors and Teachers, Epheſ, 4.11, and. 
hence are thoſe ſpeeches ſo frequent in 
the Old Teſtament :' hear the word of 
the Lord , the month of the Lord hath (po- 
ken it : the word of the Lord came unto me, 
and the like : in which places the origi- 
nal for the Lord is Fehowah, and by Feho- 
vah is meant the ſecond perſon, to wit, 
the Lord Jeſus, the whole adminiſtra- 
tion of. thmgs for the good of. the 
___ Church 


who in the preceding -books of the 
Scripture Fu F#unus notes) was wont 


to be called che Angel of the Lord : 'and 
afcerward , as. he revealed himſelf 


more cleerly,. he was called the word of 


the Lord, Bat belides the opinion of Fas 
-2145 , another place of Scripture doth 
._ confirm this/ interpretation :. the place 
is Geneſ., 19, 24, The Lord rained upon 
Sodome and Gomorrah brimftone and fire 
from the Lord out of Heaven. From this 
_ Scripture: I.garher thus, much : that as 
the ſecond perſon is brought forth a&- 
11g by a way of mediation from the firſt, 
in Point of Rule and Kingdome, here : 
ſo in that place of Samet he is brought 
forth a&ing from him mediately in pozxr 
of Prophecte : although 1 confeſs that 
conlidered accordins to his God-head, 
he did both execute Judgments upon the 
Sodomites, and reveal himfſelf.unto S4- 


mel immediately from himſelf, without 


any ſuch dependence or ſubordination. 
Thus you ſee, that ChriRt is the head 
G 2 and 


pl) loBelauate, 
Church being committed. unto. him. : 
and hither tends that remarkable: paſ- 
ſage, 1 Sam. 3.21. The Lord revealed 
himſelf. unto. Samuel ww Shileb by the 
word of the Lord'; that is,by Jeſus brit, 
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is 
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7; be pretiouſueſs of Chrift 
*4d' priricipal of 'all Prophets being in 


Tindry reſpetts the moſt excellent this 


way of all other. 
© Secondly, conſider Chriſt as a Prieſt, 


- and here alſo we ſhall find him 'to be 
+ moſt preciousand excellent: here is the 


yery heart and'ftrength of all his me- 
diation' between God and us; indeed 
in reſpe& of onr neceſſity, who mult 
rſt know our own miſery and the re- 
medy ,' before we can apply the facri- 
fice of Chriſt,” and ſo -be reduced to ho- 
ly obedience” and ſubjeion to the 
Kingdome of God ; Prophecie hath the 
firſt place.in the mediation of Chrift ; 
after which follows Prieſthood , and 
laſt of all royalty or government. 
- But Foraſmuch as the prieftly Office 
conliſteth "mainly in ſuffering of death ; 
whereunto we were obnoxious and "lia- 
= for fits and Ws not be delive- 
red without 'it : it plainly ars , 
that this Office hath che orehiqwbence 
and upper hand, and-that it doth pro- 
merit ('as T may ſay) 'and'buy ont the 
other two. The -Prophecie of Chriſt 
could never have opened our eyes; nei- 
ther could his 'Kingdome "have ruled. 


and ſwayed our hearts ,.-unleſs by his 


Prieſthood 


Dd 
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Prieſthood he had 


farus,-..7h 
manifeſted thy;name wate: the en (a 


our Saviour. ). which tho, gave]? me ot: of 
the world ::; thine they. weres.and $&0K fg 4- 


. weſt them me; and th, . have, epe thy 


word, Joh..17.,6. Here we ſee are ſome 
that have the name of God, that is, 'the 
Salvation of God manifelted unto. them. : 
ſo chat Chriſt becomes a Propher ,to. 
to then to.enlighten their,eyes : they be 
{uch alſo, as are ſubjeR and.obediem to. 
the Kingdom, of Chriſt; aid-xherefore, 
they are ſaid.-to_ keep Gods word :. but 
now who be theſe that are pertakers. of 
ſach graces and choyce blellngs, illu-. 
mination and. . SanRification-?. .,"yerily 
rhey be ſuch as- Gofl gave, mato bis Son. 


out of the'world, as that Scripture ſpeaks, 


Now I muſt. tell you that this gitc 


| Godis free and properly fo. called, it, 
we reſpe& the love of God , . and our. 


ſelves that partake it. . But if we re-- 
ſpe& Chriſt the Mediatour , ſo it, is 1m- 
properly called a gift ; for God gave 
fits Elet unto Chriſt conditionally 
for a price , the price of his Life;bloud. 
and hence the Myſtery of. our, Re- 
demption is called a Covenanr. It is in- 
deed a Covenant of Grace in reſpect of 
G - Gods 
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The provowfoeſt of Chriſt 

God, who'was 'pleaſed of his own ac4 
cotd to find our ſuch a remedy for miſe- 
rableman, 'and to yield to it > atid alſo 
in reſpet" of true believers , who 


enjoy the benefit of : but yet inreſpe& 
ef Chrift the Mediatourl,- itis a Cove- | 


narit made ppm ' termes': and =conditi- 
ons, to wit, hits paſſion,)fus Righreouſ- 


© Fhe Prieſthood then of Chriſt is the 
moſt noble part of all his Mediation: ; 
without this his Prophecie'-and King- 
dome could never take hold of us, ne- 
ver doe us any:good : they whom God 
gives -untohis Son out of the world 
uport Covenant, upon tearmes of his 
ſuffering and dying ; they onely have 
the name: of his ſalvation manifeſted 
unto them , -and they onely - keep. his 
word; all others how neeriſoever they 


may ſeem to be unto rhe Kinadome of 
God, and to'the- mark” of ſalvation ; 


yet they fall ſhort of ir... In the Priett- 
hood then of Chriſt, & in that eſpecially 
lies the latitude and longitude, the pro- 
fundityand' ſublimity of. Gods love to- 
ward us: aid in reſpect of this eſpegi- 


*pyari: *ally is the. 'Whole MyRery of our - 
' cemption by Chriſt called * »agna/a 
Det, 
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| But now further to ſer forth the emi-. 
nency and dignity of Chriſt's pr ., 


hood, add his exceeding preciou 
thereby, let us make a collation. and: 
compariſon berween him and the Leyt- 
 rical Prieſts, thoſe of Aaroz's order. | 
Firlt 'of all.in the Levitical Prielt-; 
hood there was a: plurality. of Prieſts ;- 
as in Matth. 12.4. it is ſaid, that if 
was lawfull for the Priefts onely to ear of 
the ſhew-breed ; and: in_the ffth verle;. 
that the Prieſts of the Temple do profane- 
the Sabbath, and arc bamdkeſs: -rhough 
there were byt one High-Prieſt ; yet 
rhere were many  inferiour ſacrificing 
Prieſts at once, Heb, 9.6. But now 
Chriſt was a Prieſt alone : he by bim- 
ſelf alone hath appeared to wg uy. : 
he hath by himſelf purged our ſins, Heb. 
I. 3. his own ſelf bare our fins un bus. 
Own body on the tree, I Pet. 2. 34+, ad 
hence it is, that he cries out inthe Pro- 
phet; I, even { am the Lord ; and beſide 
: thre 1s no Saviour, | 
Secoadly, in the Levitical Prieſthood 
there was a change, a Cucceſſhion and a 
moveablenzſs, and hence it came to 
G 4 y paſs, 
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Dei , the. magnificeus works of Gad, 


25, The preciouſneſs of Chri#t 
paſs, that there were wavy Priefts ; be- 
cauſe ( ſaith the Apoſtle ) they were not 
ſuffered to continue by reaſon of death, Heb. 

. 23. But now Chrilt is for ever after 
the order of Melchiſedec : which Melchi- 
feder was without Father without Mother, 
without beginzing of life , or end of dayes' 

_ Heb.7. 3. thatis, his Prieſthood came 
not by Father, or Mother, or kindred, 
as that of the Tribe of Levidid:; the 
Levitical Prieſts' had their . Prieſthood 
by generation , by ſucceſſion from Fa- 
ther to ſon';, it was hereditary tro 
them ; neither might they be put aſide 
it, except ir were for ſome natural ble- 
mifh, as blindneſs, lameneſs, crooked- 

* neſs, and the like, Levic, Pr. 17,18. &c. 

But Melehiſedec"s. Priehhood was not 
after this marmer.: his was not by na« 
tural deſcent ; but it was inſtituted and 
given him of God at a time never men- 
rioned in the Scripture ; neither is the | 
Expiration or endings thereof there ſpo- | 
kenof; that' ſo he might be an apt re- 
ſemblance and figure of the everlaſting 
Prietthood of Chriſt; who hath ( as 
the Apollle teacheth) lepwouvyy a*ropo- 


_ BT, an impaſſable Prieſthood , a Prielt- 
| hood that cann6t paſs, or be tranſla; 
£-wg red 
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ed from him to another., Heb, 7.24. 
in the prieſfhood of Aaro»'s order every 
Prieſt bare ofhice but for their own.time x 
atd they were ſubje& to be put our for 
miſdemeanor , as we fee in Ab:athar, 
+ King. 2. 26, yea, and the whole or- 
der was diffolved at the death of Chriſt, 
Buc Chrift himſelf is a Prieft for ever x 
he ever liveth to make intercetſion for 
us': his prieſthood continue:h unto the. 
ead of the world; yea and the vertue 
of it infinitely beyond all time : there- 
fore he will have no ſacceſſour,or Vicar, 
- Chriſts Priefthood like /Melchiſedee's 
came neither by Father or Mother , as* 
you heard : for he was of the Tribe of 
Judah , of which (the Apoltle ſaith ) 
there is no mention made as touchin 
prieſthood, ſave onely that a King o 
Fudah did once to his colt uſurpe that 
Office; and again, as we r&d not of 
che moments of Melchiſedec's either in- 
auguration or ceaſing ;- ſo was Chriſt 
ever from the bezinhing of the world a 
Prieſt, and ever ſhall be th the end, ye- 
fterday, and to day, and the ſame for ever, 

Thirdly, the Levitical prieſts offered 
daily offerings oftentimes : the PrieFts 
went alwayes 1ito the fir ft Tabernacle, ac- 


compliſhi "g 


go! . Theprecibuſ neſs of Chrif 
Compl:ſhing the ſervice of God, Heb.g.6. 

ard the Hch-Prieft entred into the holy 
Place, vit., the inmoſt Tabernacle every 
Near with bloxd, ver, 25. , | 
But Chriſt offered but one ſacri- 


» the world hath he appeared to put away 
fin by the ſacrifice of himſelf , ſaith 
the Apoſtle, ver. 26. and he doth il- 
laſtrate this Truth by a ſimile , -and 
confirm it by an Argument. His (imile 
is-itrthoſe words : 4s it :s appornted wnto 
men ouceto die , but after this is the Fudg = 
weut-; ſo Chriſt was once offered to bear the 
fins of many ; aud unto them that look. 
for hins ſhall he appear the ſecond time 
withont ſin unto Salvation, Hes. 9. 27, 
38. the explication or unfolding of this 
ſimilitude take thus ; as there is nothing 
interpoſedgþetween the death of a man, 
ard lits eternal doom, or Judgement : 
nothing can either mar, or mend his 


eſtates but as the tree falleth. ſo it ſhall - 


lie, 'whether toward the North, or to- 
ward the South, toward Heaven, - or 
| toward Hell: ſo between the death of 
Chriſt and his ſecond __Y. 'there is 
no hilaſtical or expiatory facrifice in- 


terjeted, either to add perfetion a 
the 


face ONCE for EVEer ; ance 128 the end 0 f 
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the: firſt; or: to-ranſome thole "that 
had concemned it; and tothis lookes. 
that ;Scripture, where: 1c: is faid, if we. 
ſin wilfully after that ws have vecerved 
the Knewledge of the Irmb , there re- 
maineth 1n0,90re. acrsfice for [i258 $;} He- 
brewes. 10.26, there is not a. ſecond. 
propittatbry facritice to be expected 2 
Chritt ſhall appear | the ſecond 
_ time: without {in-4 - thar 1s 5 with- 
out Aacrifices for lin. -Men awit.lay 
hoſd of thac one once offered , and: not. 
deſpiſe it, not ſeem co embrace ic, and 
afterward caſt it away : for it they dop 
there will-never come a ſecond to expi- 
ate ſuch anoftence, | 5 
The Argument , whiah the' Apoſtle 
uſeth to prove that Chriſts ſacrifice-is 
but one, and once offered, is taken from 
the perfection thereof; wherein it" dif- 
fers much from- the ſacrifices of 'the- 
Law : for they could not maks the comers, 
unto them perfeft, Heb, 10. 1. but there 
was inthem an anniverſary or yearly re- 
membrarce of fins : yea there was a 
daily repetition of ſome of thoſe ſacri- 
fices, as the Apoſtle mindeth, Heb. 19. 
11, ſothat here was no perfection : the 
Cgaſcience of the - worſhipp<rs might 
f » remain 
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remain for ever ' unclean , for any 
thing that theſe ſacrifices could do to 
urge them. But the ſingle-and one ſa- 
rice of Chriſt , whereby he offered up 
himſelf a Lamb without ſpot nnto- God , 
 isof ſufficiency and perfe&ly able to do 
away the ſins of all-the ele&' in. all 
apes and times of the world, Both be- 
fore and after converſion. | 
" Fourthly, other prieſts and their ſa- 
crifices were but types and ſhadows of 
00d things to come, Heh. 10. 1. and ſo 
likewiſe was the Tabernacle, and all the. 
frenſils thereof, in and- by which th 
officiated, chap. 9. 9. But now Chri 
*Its inter- is the very * eflentiall form, or the 
pretandum [iyely and ſubſtantiall repreſentation of 


| _— thoſe things, which were ſhadowed in 


» 6s ELaw; andthe Tabernacle, inwhich 
Heb. 109.r. be offred, #ot made with hands 9 As the 
other was, Heb. g. 11. for that other 
Was # figure for the tive preſent , as the 
Apoſtle ſaith : but the perſon of Chrift, 
God and man, is the very ſubſtance and 
. thing it ſelf, figured by that reſem- 
blance.” , The Ceremoniall Law was gi- 
ven by Moſes : but grace and Truth , the 
Full accompliſhment of all thoſe Myſti- 
call and ſhadowiſh ſervices, came by hs; 
+, L 
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ws Chriſt, Fohn. 1. 17. the diſpenſation 
{7 life and rx hats ©. Chriſt alone 
hath. the honour ' of .that. . Levitical 
Prieſts, and bulls,. and goats, and Al- 
tars, and Ceremonies might be Types * :* Gee 
but he was the Antitype and ligniticati- $4iypare, 
on of ghem all. Patcernes, 
Fifthly , other Prieſts entred..onely Heb.g. 23. 
into that place which was typically ho- 
ly :. the Tabernacle was a figure for the 
t:me then preſent Heb. 9. 8,9. it was 
made with hands ; and therefore it is 
called *4 worldly Santtuary : but Chriſt aTo arytoy 
| 45entred into that place, which is pro- x»5wnir, 
perly holy : he is entred into Heaven it Heb. g. x. 
ſelf, now 10 appear in the preſence of God 
for us, Heb,9. 24. and hence he is ſaid 
to be a Minſter of the Santtwary, and of . 
the true Tabernacle, which the Lord pitch- 
ed,and net mau,Now from the typicalneſs 
of that Tabernacle of Moſes, end the 
verity and ſubſtantialreſs of the Taber- 
nacle, , wherein Chriſt our Hish-Prieſt 
offred, we are taught, that if men in 
thefe t1mzes of Reformation, as the Apo- 
Rle calls them, Heb.9. 10. if in theſe 
times of more clear Evangelick Reve- 
lation fince the coming and ſuffering of 
Chriſt; if in theſe times, wherein the 
Church 
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The pieriaafufs auf of Chrift 
Charch of God-hathi put off her mine- 
rityand childhood, and is come to. be 


adult, -as we ſay ;'is come tomaturity 


and ripeneſs of age : if, I fay, men'fn 


theſe times having che Golpel clearly 
'and-lightfomely preached unto them , 


will nevertheleſs cleave in any-meaſure 
to Jadaical rites and! Ceremonies : if 
they will embrace ſhadows, | now the 
ſubſtance is1ong lince come ; then truly 
they arepſo fatto (-as wgfpeak ) bor'd 
off from all benefit by Chriſt :- fo'ſaich 
the Apoltle : We have an Altar 
whereof they have no Right to eat, 
which ſerve the Tabernacle, Heb. 13. 10, 
If men will jadaize and ftixk now to 
Moſaicall rndiments, they have no righe 
ro ear of che C kriſtians Altar, that is, 
they have no part nor portion in Chrift, 

Such anofi:er ſentence we have, 'Galar. 
5. 293,4- Pehvld, 1'Paul ſay unto you, that 
of you i j7 circumcrſed, Chriſt ſhaltprofit you 
mthrno : for I reftrfie again to every man, 
that 17 rircume ſcd.that he is a debtor todo 
the whole Law hiſt is become of 0 ef. 

Felt nnto you, whoſoever of you 19 juſtified 
by the I,aw : ye ave {allen from grace. That 


* which 1« here ſaid of circumciſion , is 


true of all other Levitical-rites : if we 
will 


will retain any of them; Chriſt willnot - 
profit us: We are-bound to keep the 
whole Law ; if we oblerve a piece, we 
muſt obſerve all ; and if we be juſtified 
by ſuch: legal obſervances, Chriſt avail- 
th us nothing -: We hold not the head 
when wecleave to ſuch ordinances, 
Sixthly, other Prieſts were to offer jir/# 
for themſelves,and afterward for the yeople, 
Aeb.7.27. This was the injunRtion of the 
Law : 1f the Prieſt that 15 anointed do ys 
according to the ſin of the people , then 
let bim | Fax for his ſin, that he hath ſin- 
ed, a jonng Bullock withont blemiſh uns 
to the Lord for a ſin-effering, Lewit. 4 
3- and in the 8. Chapter of that Book 
we read, how that Aaror and his 
Sons were to offer « ſn offering at 
their conſecration ; we muſt undexitand 
for themſelves. But it was not ſo with ' 
our High-Prieſt, the Lord Jeſus ; He 
offered for his people onely ; as for him- 
ſelf he needed no ſacrifice : After three- 
ſcore aud two weeks ſhall Meſſhah be cnt 
of » but not for himſelf, Dan. 9, 26. not 
or bis own tranſgreſſion : The Prince 
of this world came and tempted him ; 
bur could find no corruption in him, 
no yeilding to his tentatiors in the leaſt 
meaſure : 


ws 


The prevituſneſt of Chri# 


meaſure : heknew 1d fin, nt ther was 
there any guile found i» his manth ; and it 
became #5, that is, it was neceſſary ard be- 
hoofefull for ns , to have ſuch an Highs» 
prieſt, as was holy, harmeleſs, undefila, 
ſeparate from (inners, + Heb. 7.26. holy 
towards God , harmeleſs towards men, 
undefiled in himſelf, and totally ſepa- 
rate from ljnners, not contaminated or 
ſpotted with ſin in the leaſt meaſure. 


- Seventhly, conſider this, 'that Chrift 


is the-moſt merciful, the moſt pitiful, 
and ' the moſt compaſſionate High- 


prieſt, that ever was : and therefore it 


' was, that-he was made like unto us, 


bone of our bone, and fleſh'of our fleſh, 


ſubje&-to hunger, thirlt, cold, weari- 


neſs, tentation, and the like, as we are. 
The Apoſtle Heb. 2. 16. ſaith, that this 


was behoofefull : he ſaith there , that he 


* ought in all things to be made like unto 
his " a4. that he might be a merciful, 
and a fanthfal: High-prieft in things per- 


raining to God, to make reconciliation for 


the people, Eli was the High-Prieſt in his 
time: but he failed much in the point - 


of tenderneſs and conſideration, when 
he judged rhe godly and gracious wo- 
man to be drunk: how log wilt thow be 

| drunkgn 


i; 
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dranken ( (aid he) put away thy wine from 
_ thee, 1 Sam.1. 14. whereas alaſs,ſhe was 
ar fromit : | ſhe was a woman of « ſor- 
 rowfall ſpirit ( as ſhe anſwers) and was 
in gearnelt prayer at that time. Chriſt 
our Higb-prieft was more ſenſible and 
feeling of our afflition then ſo. Ye have 
2M 47 HO (ſaith the Apottle ) 
which'cannet be touched with the feeling of 
owr )nfirmities, but was iu all points t 
ted like a: we are; yet without ſin, Hebs 
4. 15. a$it is ſaid , that never any wan 
ſpaky as he ſpaks : ſol may ſay, that ne- 
yer was there any Prieſt, ſo mild, fo 
gentle, ſo gracious, ſo loving, ſo tender- 
ly affeionate, and ſo regardful of our 
condition, as Chriſt was : full to this 
purpoſe is that place in /ſarab 63. 9.' i» 
all ther effi ttion be was afftifted, and the 
Angel of hrs preſence ſaved them © in his 
leve andix his prete be redeemed them: and 
he bare them al carried them all the days 
of old. And again : he ſhall feed his fleck 
like a Shepherd: he ſhall gather the Lambs 
with his arm, and carry them in his ba» 
fame, and ſpall gently lead choſe that ar: 
with young, Iſaiah 40. 11: And the brut- 
ſed reed ſhall he not break, nor quench the 
ſmoking flax ; that is, ' be ſhall compal- 
H  ſonately 
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The peciowſneſs of Chrif 
*ſionately \'bear-with our 'lowneſs,” our 
:dulneſs ; - our ſmall and -'weak Tbegin- 


_ -nings, ourlittle meaſure of prace, #- 


erll he bring forth Judgment" unto wittory, 
that is, till-he 'overcome:our corrupti- 
'ons, and give ſentence of ' vitory over 
{in- and . Satan. | In'the Law we read, 
that the High-prieft was to' bear the 
mames of\ the cluldren of {ſzasl in his 

Htoral or: bre\t-plate upon” his hearec s 
Now. this didfigure and: ſhadow unts us 


_ the tender-fove and pity that-Chrift the 


Mediatour.bears to his people't: guiding 
the. blind 5! feeding the hungry , com- 
forting the comfortleſs, reſtoring ſuch 
as are out. of:;joynt :'- all is 'mercy,' and 
love, aud ſweerneſs ,...and more then 
Motherly afte&ion tharcomes from him, 
All- rheſe- things: are ſpoken of Chriſt, 
as: Mediatour : and hence it is that he 
hath theicitle-To\Wonhoryywos,) ove of mas 
wp -c0mm:ſerations, fam, '51T; W 
42»zIn theeight and laſtplace 1 ſhall tell 
you of a wonder. Chrift:unfike to all 
other Sacrificers was' both+*the Prielk; 
the Temple'iov:: Tabernacle, the Altar; 
and the Sacrifice all-in one-perſon. _ - 

. Firſt,» hewas a Prieſt in reſpeR' of 
both natures; which will eaſily; be gran- 
] ho Lz ted, 


44) be Bare 
' ted, if we'confiderthe native of -a' Md- 
* didtou#,"'or Umpire, © who: dught to'be 
' oe indifferent ,'"and equally inclining 
-to' either party} likei/a>pair : of {cults 
*thart ha:1g/ even; neitnee tidelife up) "or 
-depreflet more'than'the'vther. A medi 
atour'ts uotoffone , ſaith'rhe Apotthe;, 
Galat.'3.\ 20. ſodid Chrift indifferent 
ly partake of both 'natares y Godhe 
-and- Manhood:, that fo the migtic beſt 
toſtand/in'the "gap berweers-hs. Fathek 
and us. Weimutt believe therefore;cit 
whole * Cliriſt! offred { vp* himſelf 'unts 
| God; 'even'the Manhood ,ii'as wells 
the- Godhead, did” offer 4t;felt-:- Chriſt 
is 'a Pri? accordinp-ts: both natuves; 
And whereas it is ſaid, that he offted 
himſelf-o through- "the © eternal . Spirit 
without ſpot: anto God; Heb. 9. 14. that 
doth riot -put-'the manhood from "its 
ſhare ir''ptieft-hobd!;#- bur. onely/-4t 
ſhews *hew' the Sacrifice :'came'to-be 
without ſpot or blemiſh 5 "namely: by the: 
hypoſtatical-union-of -the:two- natures z 
the eternal Spirit , -thae is5'' the Gods 
head of 'Chriſt :afluming} the ' fleſh-into 
one perſon with it ſelf, 17> 0 5» 
Secondly,; Chriſt was' the Tabernacle 


or Temple moſt properly according to 
5  #H2 his 


 ng6s Thepreviefnſt ef Chrift 


| bis Godhead ;, For he ſaith himſelf in 
.the Gol! el,, that the Gold of the T emple 
4s ſaultsficd by the Temple itſelf : ſois the 
-manhood ſanQited and- made noble 
by the God-heed. Nevertheleſs in ſome 
weſpe8s his buwan body wes the Tem- 
plealſo-: Deſtroy this Temple ( faith he) 
.and I will Uyld'it again in three dayes,; 
he ſpeaks it of his: body, which 1s. cal- 
led a Temple not onely becauſe [the ho- 
by Spiric dwelt in it after a ſingular and 
peculiar way, canceivingit a the firth, 
and ſandiifying it pexfeRtly:; bur alſo be- 
cauſe inthe ofging of is up, God found 
in-it.an acetptable ſacrifice, and ſmelt 
in a fweeſavous as ins Temple. But 
yerfurther to this purpoſe : 4be; fleſh of 
eva ON _ _ -0 29, in 
the Apaſite alludes to the oper- 
tory. or. vail.inthe Tabernacle. of old, 
2nd in the Temple , by. which alone 
there was entrance into-the bokelſt place 
Call; ſo'by the vailof' his fleſh , rene 
and: torn; upon the Croſs, hath Chriſt 
opened anew anda living way for us. 
t. paſs. to Gad, and; to. Heaven. Thus 
is he the Tabernacle or. Temple accor- 
ding to both natures too. | 
..-Fhirdly , Chrilt. is the Altar moſt 
| as properly 
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he faith himſelf, ke rhe dir doth fg 

fifie the Gift , AMntthe 23. 49. And 
thus doth the Godehead like an Aſter 
ſanRifie the Manhood, 4s a gift or facri- 
fice making it of infinite merit z all 
worth with God the Father : the 
Altar 6ught to be of greater dignity 
then the oblation. But now althonph 
the God-head of Chriit alone be the 
ſanAifying, and dignifying thing in re« 
ſpe of the offering of himſelf, thats, 
of his fleſh unto God : yerin reſpeR of 
his preſenting us blameleſs and a fa- 
crifice, 8s it were, without ſpot and ble- 
miſh unto his father, ſo whole Chriſt, 
God and man in one perſon is the ſans 
cifying Altar, that makes us accepted 
with God. The Scripture it ſelf fpeak- 
eth thus, [/a:ab 56, 6, 7. God promi- 
ſeth , that he will bring even the ſons 0 

the flranger ( that is, the Gentiles ) ro hrs 
holy Monntain, and maks ther joyful is 
his Iywuſe of Prayer , andtherr burst of- 
frings,and their ſacrifices ſhall be accepted 
#p0% his Altar : for ( ſaith he ) m1ze houſe 
ſhall be called an honſe of Prayer for all 
people : in which place by the Altar we 
are to underſtand whole Chriſt , God 

"= 3 .* aid 


b and man, the -pleſled Mediatour,..upon 
 whom,, as-pon.;an. Altar yall Nations 
;promiſcuoully ,\.boch Jews: and, Gen- 
tils,, were,;an,,offering -accepcable . to 
God, .. And 2 like place.there.is in;/ſaiab 
60.7. All the flock s of Keder:ſhall be ga- 
thered together unto thee .; the Rams of 
N cbaih, ſhall mimſter unto thee;they ſhall 
come up with Acceptance on 'mine Altar , 
and I will glorifie the houſe of my_ glory. 
Here alſo; whole Chrilt. is the. Altar, 
that makes the Gentils-co, be ( as I may 
ſay.) a ſacrifice of a ſweet-ſmelling fa- 
vour unte God. - To this alſo-teiids that 

in /ſazah 6.7. where a coal from the Al- 
tar touching the Prophet 5 lips, b15.1niqui- 
ty 3s taken away, and bis, fn purged ; 
now; what is it that taketh, away iniqui- 
ty, but the Lamb? what /is it that pur- 
geth lin, buc- the | bloud” of, Chriſt 2 
although, I. grant ( as | before): that if 
ve reſpe&t the offring of himſelf, ' the 
body aud. bloud. of Chrilt. was :moſt 
properly thei ſacrifice...1 will add a few 
words more' tguchirg-. this 'matter.out 
af Mr.. Brightman, upon Revel, 6. g. he 
ſaitly, that the ſouls under the. Altar 
axe moit eminently the Martyrs, whoſe 
ſalvatio:2:1s placed onely'in the See 
0 


of "Chriſt ;1-under which: thoſe 'half 
Champians lying hid, as under a Bucks 
ler , they-might ſafely ari@wichour'rers: 
rour appear: before God: 'mowit is true, 
that-this!death' of Chriſt nvireſpe& of 
himſelf was the ſacrifice::: but to! the 
Martyrs, and to all the: Saints, it 1s 'ta- 
gecher with his God-head'as an Altav, 
under whici { and notuhder their '0wrr 
perpeſhons -and” ſuffrings ! as''any - whit! 
meritorious ) they lie ſat&'and ſecure?! + 
Laſtly, - Chrift according to his mans: 
hood is molt:.properly- the - ſacrifice, 
Heb. 10. 10; yet for as much as wable: 
Chriſt preſents himſelf now in the light 
of God: for -us : we are'to/ judge that 
whole Chritt, God and man was after 
a ſort the ovation or offring ; and hence: 
the bloud thereof is ſaid to be the blond; 
of God, Atts 20.28:Neverthiele(s though; 
in reſpec of us, who. are reconciled ;;: 
juſtified, ſanRified and eternally ſa- 
ved thereby, whole Chyift.is offredup:: 
yet let us be wiſe unto ſabriety': Let-us 
( as I may ſay) given Ceſar the 
things that are Ce/r53 aid unto God 
the things that: are Gods; rizat* is , "let * 
us give unto: each nature of Chriſt its, 
own proper:ies .and: offices: - both his! 
t 4 ; m_ 
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et chieir parts : his humanity by { 
fring the t due to us, and by 
ge: all righteouſneſs . _—_ is De- 
conferring pon thoſe ſufferings 
Pos and ſaving vertue. | The a 
foul and fleſh of Chriſt was the ho/o- 
z qr whole butnt-offring roſted in 
thi fire'of his Fathers wrath, his God- 
head was the Temple in which, and the 
Altar upon which chis ſacrifice was of- 


fred; and laſtly, Chriſt both God and 


man , ' was the Prieſt moſt willingly 
and cheerfully officiating - in this ſer- 
vice, 

- Thus I have ſhewed you , that Chrifl 
unlike unto all other Prielts was himſelf 
both the Prieſt, and the Sacrifice, and 
the Temple, and the Altar all in one 
perſon ; gf m ſome reſpects alſo all 
according to both. natures : ſo that well 
may he be called wonderful, as we read 
of him, /ſai«h g. 6: and well alſo may 


' the Apoltle fay, that the Myſtery of God- 


lineſs 13 witheut controver ſic « great My- 


Ps. | 
'Now then to conclude this diſcourſe 
of Or Prieſthood . If he wers a 

Priett alone; an everlaiting Prieſt, a 
Prief 
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Prieſt offering bur once, and yet ſuffici» 
ently for ever ; the ſubſtance and vexiry 
of all thoſe Prieſts , ' which went before 
him; gone into heaven, which never any 
did as Prieſts, but -he onely , nor need- 
ing'to offer for himſelf, but onely for 


us; a moſt merciful and pitiful. high- 


Prieſt: and laſtly, ſacrifice, Temple, Al- 
tar, and Prieſt, all in one : if Chriſt, I 
ſay, be ſuch an high Priett, then certain- 
ly we muſt needs grant him even by this 
argument to be very precious and excel- 
lent. 

Thirdly, Conſider Chriſt as a King : 
and in this alſo his glory, bis dignity, 
and his Excellency ſhines forth moſt e- 
minently. Chriſt is a King above all o+» 
cher Kings, and that in theſe reſpe&s. ' 

Firſt of all, his Kingdom is a ſpiri- 


tual Kingdom ; he rules over the fouls 


and conſciences of men : other Kings 
may ſubjeR the bodies and the eltates of 
ſuch as are under them ; bur not theſe 
conſciences. Indeed there hath been u- 
ſurpacion in this kind ; bur never tole- 
rated and allowed by Chriſt. Oae and 
the chicteſt of all Baby/o»s merchandize 
are the ſouls of men, Revel. 18.13. by her 
curſes,excommunications, pardons, pure 


gatory, 
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_  fo'Believers, > 
gatory, and the like inventions, ſhe hath 
made merchandize :of the ſouls, | and 
domineer'd over the conſciences of men. 
Epiſcopacy in all places more or. leſs 


hath trodden inthe ſame path; let the 


Reformiſts of theſe times have a: care, 
that nothing be obtruded and thruſt 
upon tender conſciences', which they 
cannot bear : the heart, 'the' ſonl; and 
the conſcience, is properly the \ubje of 
Chrifts Kingdom : neitier will he en- 
dure the ſubzection rhereof to any other 
then himſelf : domination and lordſhip 
over the ſoul, is a part of his glory , 
which he wul not give to another. . The 
Church ſpeaks it with indigraation, that 
her own mothers ſons, ſuch as ſeemed to 
be of her numbers and corporation, be- 
ing.inflamed with rage asainſt her, made 
her the keeper of other vines, aud to neglett- 
her ow: ; that 1s, they forced her to lerve 
"Mr. Dud-iq, part their phanties and pleaſures * 
. oh nie vie ſhe abated of her diligence in do- 
poſit.on 57g thoſe duries, which God required of 
her , Cavt. I. 6.. God challengeth the 


upon the 9 | 
place, prin- perſons of the /ſraelites as his own ſer- 


ed  r Mics yants, neither mult they be ſold as bond= 


» delbu$Y, men : becauſe be brought them forth ont of 


By. CaO of E gypt,Levit. 25.42. Now - 
like 
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like reaſon doch the, Apoſtle give why 
we ſhould. not ſubject our hearts and 
conſciences to the ordinances of men in 
matters,of religion 2.26 are bou ht with 8 
price, (ſaith he ) be not ye the jk vauts of 
men, (1 Cor. 7: 23. that 13, do not matte 
cipate and ertlave your conſcieuces to 
any. humane deviſe, 10 ma'ters meerly 
ſpiritual. Chriſt alone is the King and 
Lord | of our: ſpirits; his Kingdom 1s 
ſpiricuat; his Laws ace ſpiricual ; his 
people are ſpiritual; he rales in the 
Kingdoms of men, and ;:meddles in their 
COR all 1n: order to_ his own 
ſpiritual Kingdome ; Heatheniſh people 
have been tam'd and civiliz'd, that way 
might be made tor their embracing of 
the Goſpel. All the wars of the Nati- 
ons, all their policies, and governments, 
all their :rifings and decayinss, all the 
great works that ever were done tin th 

world, have tended by degree; at leaf 

to the advancement of Chriits ſpiritual 
Kingdom : Chriſt hath till made them 
his pradentials ro bring abo!1t his own 
ends. The 4fſyr:an farſt ſubdued the Na- 
tions; after him the Baby/omant; then 
the. Perſian. and the Grecran followed 
him; but the Roman went farther rien 
them 
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them all : and when God had thus fha- 
ken the earth, and the Kingdoms of 
the world, then is was high time for 
Chriſt the delire of all Nations tq come , 
and the Goſpel to be more clearly =_ 
ched, then before. I ſpeak this to ſhew , 
how that Chriſt mingles himſelf even 
in worldly agirations and affairs, that 
thereby he may further and ſer forward 
his own ſpiritual Kingdom , and. it 
ſhould reach us to rule and ſteer our 
courſe in ſuch things not carnally and 
Sroſsly, as the Heathen do, but ſpiri- 
rually, as Chrift doth ; his Kingdom is 
a ſpiritual Kingdom ; fo he rells Pilate ; 
My Kingdom, (ſaith he) 7s not of this 
world, Joh. 18. 36. that is (faith Mr, L«- 
they ) he reigneth not according to the 
fleſh, and rhe world ; but he ruteth and 
ſanRifieth in ſpiritual and heavenly 
things, as righteouſneſs, truth, wiſdotn, 
peace, ſalvation : not as though all 
things of this world , and even df Hell 
it ſelf were not alſo in ſubjeRion unto 
him { otherwiſe how could he preſerve 
us and defend us from them all?) byt be- 
cauſe his Kingdom doth not conliſt Ct» 
cher in them, or of them. Chriſts King- 


dom is in heayenly and ſpiritual things , 
as 


- 


2s in binding and iGoling of the conſci- 
ence, captivating the afteions,and ſub- 


duing the heart, in obedience to him- 
ſelf, and fo bringing us by degrees nnto 
olory. There be them, that tell us of 
a Monarchical Kingdom of Chriſt , 
whereby he ſhall in proper perſon reign 
a thouſand years upon the earth, be- 
fore the end and conſummation of the 
world ; which if it be a truth, yerI 
leave the gpinion thereof to be ſcan'd 
and diſputed of by the judicious. -Truch 
and falſhood are brought to light by 
travail, induſtry, and _—_— : Ma 
"3 (ha{l run to and fro, and knowledge ſhall 
be increaſed, Dan. 12. 4. 
Secondly, the Kingdom of Chriſt 
- according to his Mediatorſhip is a uni- 
verſal Kingdom. 
Firſt, Univerſal it is in reſpeRof all 
Nations; There was given him dominion, 
and glery, and a Kingdons, that ail people, 
ard N ations, and languages , ſhonld ſerve 
him, Dan. 7. 17.- The athen are his in- 
heritaxce, and the ends of the earth bis poſ- pe, , v 
ſefiov. The Monarchs of the world have ; 
ſtretched their Empiers far : Nebschad- . 
_ nez,2.475 Kingdom in Strebo reached as 
far as, Spain, as Mr. Broughton delivers 
| out 
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The pretivaſſs of Chrift 
ot of chat Author; The Per/{aks pierced 
"Watcher; Alexauder farther. then they ; 
and the Romans farther then them all: 
-bur none of af! theſe ſubdued.the whole 
habitable, as Chrilt.hath'done, his ſub- 
JeQts have beet, andare to be garhered 
from the four wiifds all over the uni- 
verſe. The.Apoft|e-igeaking of the prea- 
chers of the Goſpel, ſaith, That rherr 
{441d Sf Intake earch;4 therr words 
%4nto.the ends of te world, Rom. 19. 18. 
"Secondly, Chriſts Kingdom: 1s' nnj+- 
verſal' in. reſpe& of all ſorrs, rancks, 
and conditions of men. Noahs Ark was 
a thadow of rthe*Church'; Now as into 
that. Ark came creatures of eyery kind : 
{5 into the Chutch , whiclr is'the Kinig- 
dom of Chriſt, "are received” people of 
all ages, ſexes, profeſſions and conditi- 
ons whatſoever :* if their eonditibns be 
fich a$*thwart the laws and ordinances 
of that Kingdom, " they are laid Gown, 
they are changed if the very at of their 
reception. This Kingdom doth-nbt:re- 
Faſeany, that will ſnbmir to it ;' but all 
ſorts of people may come and'be accep- 
ted, This 1s elesantly ſet forth'by the 


Prophet, Eſa. 41. 19. where God p 
ſerh to plant inthe Wilderneſs the Cedar, 


the 


t, Eſa. 41. 19. where God promi- - 


Tt, I to Belrrveys; 
the Sitath-tree , the Adyrile, the Oyl-tree, 
the'Fty-tree, the Pine, and the Box-tree 
together, This alſo is (ignified by che Net 


calt into the Sea, which gathererh fiſhef ye. x2. 
every kind , and ſo alfo of every kind 47, 48. 


are reſerved as good */ this net 15 an em- 


fir 


blem'of the Goſpel preached,'and called , 


the Kingdom of neaveri, becauſe it doth 
form , promove and” advance that 
Kingdom. The fiſh of every ſore;which 
the-net catches, - 60 declare that people 
- of all; qualities are admirtable into the 
Kinsdom of Chriſt. This likewiſe 'was 
ſweetly repreſented unto Peter by i 
- ſheer knit ar the four corners, where: 
were. all manner of four-fosted beaſts , 


of the Earth, and wild 'Beafts ,' ajd 


creeping things , "and fowls of the arr , 


and the Apoſtle was bid to ariſe, ard ro 
ſlay-and eat. Now by tliis he was tanghr, 
that-not onely the Gentils, as wall as 
the Jews were to be received into the 
Kingdom of Chriſt : but alſo that 
every Nation ( as himſelf afterwards 


expounds.it ) He that feareth God, and 


worketh Righteouſneſs 1s accepted with 
him, Atts 10. 35, Lethim be of whar 


trade- and occupation ,* of what rank . 


and-quality , of what ſtate and condi- 
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tion foeyer he will be, Chriſt will no 
refuſe bim coming unto him and ſub- 
mitting unto the Scepter of his King- 
dom, Ny. 

| Thirdly , the Kingdom of Chriſh 5s 
univerſal in reſpect of the ages and 
times of the world : ir runs through 


| all ages, and itlaits from gerieration ro 


eneration. And hence it is, that Chriit 


1s called « K ing inemortal, 1 Tim. 1.17. 


having ſpeken of the lovg ſuffering: of 
Jefus Chriſt, towards him in the prece- 
dent verſe, he adds immediately ; ' ow 
#nto the King eternal , immortal, invi- 


fsble, the oxely wiſe God be homur and gle» 


17 for ever and ever, amen ; Jeſus Caril 


then is that God- and King : and he is 


.Called zz2-mortal to diſtinguiſh him from 


all other Kings. The Kingsjof the world 
are mortal, chey die, and leave their 
Kingdoms to others : but Chriſt is an 
immortal King, he never dieth ; his 
Kingdom knows no period : it paſles 
through all Epoches and tracts of time. 
Precious is Chriſt, that hath ſuch a 
Kingdom ; and happy are his Saints , 
ehat have ſuch a King. When friends 
die ; when Eltates are gone ; when the 
Sword rages; when lickne(s ang death 

| comes; 


to Believes, © 
comes :; when any trouble or affliction 
is upon them ;, yet to. their unſpeakable 
comfort they:know . that their mighty 
King liveth and raigneth ; and ſo long 
as he is up , they cannot be fo down, 
but they ſhall riſe again. . Chriſt js a 
\ King in all ages of the world from the 
beginning : &od 1s my King of old{ ſaith 
the Church ) Pſal. 74. 12. and Chriſt is 
God there ſpoken of, as appears by the 
words that tollow : God :5Wsy King of 
old, working ſalvation in the midſt of the 
Earth. it is Chrift the Mediatour, that 
works ſalvation in the midſt of the 
Earth : for the Father hath committed 
all Jadgment unto him ; he then is 


King of old , from the very firlt foun- - 


ding of the world; and fo ſhall conti- 
'nue to be while the Sun. and Moon 
indure, as *tis prophecied of him. 
Fourthly, Chriſt's Kingdom is unt- 
verſal in reſpe& of all Creatures; «/ 
power is given wnto hins both 1n heaven and 
:n earth, In reſpe& of his providence the 
creatures are ſubjet to him as God ; 
but as they ſerve to further the ſalvati- 
on of his ele&, ard to beautifie his King- 
dom : fo they are ſubjet unto him as 
Mediatoir. In Epheſ. 1, 22, It is ſaid of 
' | I Chriſt, 
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The pretiouſueſs of Chrift + 

Chriſt, that the Father hath'put all things 
under his feet , and hath given hims to % 
the head over all things to the Church. 
that is, ſofar forth' as they can con- 
duce to the $So0d of the Church , fo 


they are under the Kingdom of Chriſt - 


as Mediatour. 

Thirdly, Chrift rules as King alone - 
he alone is capat-Eccleſie, the head of 
the Church. When the Roman Em- 
pire was *®rown vaſt and unwedly , 
there were colleagues in government, 
two men of equal Authority , -one to 
rule the Eaſt, and another to ſway the 
Weſt, And in ſome places durins the 
minority of the King they ' choſe a Re- 
gent, who hath Kingly. Authority, and 
1s protempore as a King. But it 1s Not ſo 
inthe Kingdom of Chritt : he rules a- 
lone without a partiier, {num nan cas 
pit Regnums duos is a mott true ſaying 
here, chis one Kingdom will not bear 
two Kings at once. Ridiculous 1s the 
Pope: challenge to be the Miniſtertal 
head of the Church : Chriſt rules alone 
without any ſuch Image of his povern- 
ment : he- rules alone as-head without 
either colleague in the largeneſs of his 


dominion, or Regent in his minority, 
, {oley | 


—_ — 


4 


| 
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hath indeed 'Officers , that rule, under 
him : but the headſhip and royalty he 
reſerves as: -peculiar to himſelf ; he Car- 


ries the government upon his own 


ſhoulders, as we read, /{a14h 9. 6. he 
alone, hath, ſoveraign power and- Au- 
thority 10 \governing of his Church ; 
he alone bath ſupremacy of Resiment : 
he alone is. Claviger, the Key-carrier to 
his Churchy7/a. 22. 22. It is written thus 
of Eliakims : the Key of the houſe of David 


will 1 lay upon his ſhoulder : [o he (hall 


open and none ſhall ſhut 5 and he ſhall ſhat, 


and none ſhall ope ; wk :; Now herein was this. 
Sure andtype of Chriſt ; 


Saint a lively. 
the words of the Prophecie are apply+ 
ed to Chriſt, in-his adyertiſement_ to 
Philadelphia, Revel. 3, and the ſepſe is; 
this : that look as Eliakim was madg. 
Steward, or Treaſurer under Hezekih,, 

that is, the nxt unto the King in'gos, 
vernment all over the Land, %o com- 
mand, to forbid, to permit, to rewardg 
to puniſh, ro do Jaſtice,. and to repreſ?: 


all diſorded , of which Authority the.. 
bearing of a Key on the ſhoulder was: a, 


badge : ſo-Chritt, as Mediatour under” 


his Father hath regal power and Au-. 


I 2 * thority 


ſole, or Vice-Roy- in his > Thi he. 


The precfouſneſs of Chriſt 
thority over his Church'; , where he 
commands in chief, ors and 
ne man may lift vp his. hand z* or: foot 
without him : he hath the Key of the 
houſe of David npon his ſhoulder , to 
preſcribe, to inhibit, to call, ro hardeh, ' 
ro ſave, and to'deſtroy at his pleaſure * 
fuch a Monarch and: Kins 3s Cheift 0- 
ver his Church ; neither hath any, ſach 


rule and foveraignty beſide hind.” 
-  Fourthly',*' Chrift 1s aq \etethal and 
evertaſting-King : he receives a King- 
dom , that carne be ſhaken; there ſhall 
be no end of it ; his Throne endurech' 
for ever. God rent away'the Kingdort 


from Saw and others ; and Afeve, Meve, 
was upon Be!ſhazzars Kingdom, a fulf 
numbring andfiniſhing the dayes of it 
but Chritts Kingdom is everfaſting, and 
ſfxall neverexpire;tet cheentmies thereof 
uſe what att'angd craft they wilt; they 
ſhall never” deſtroy it , or pluck it up. 
The God of Heaven (faith the Prophet ) 
hall ſer wpa,K 1 dom . which ſhall never 
be deſtroyed Ber ſhall it be left ta other 
prople : but it hall ſtand for ever, Dan. 2, 
44, If that of the Apoſtle be objetted,, 
where he faith'; that Chriſt fhall deliver 
up the K ingdom fo God, even the F _— 
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x Cor. 15. 24. Ianſwer, that this doth 
nothing ar all impeach the everlaſting- 
neſs of* Chriſts Kingdom : for k 2 


© meaning of it is this : that at the gene- 


ral ReſurreRion , and the end of the 
world, Chriſt ſhall lay down his Me- 
diatorſhip , and ſhall deliver up all his 
Ele& and faithful Members, of whom 


- now his. Kingdom conliſts , unto his 


Father , to be eternally crowned and 
Slorifyed : and this ſhall be theo, when 
he ſhall have reconciled ſome of his 
Enemies, ſpoyled deſperate ones of their 
abuſed rule, power and authority , arid 
quite aboliſhed death, the laſt Enemy : 
{o that then Chriſt ſhall ceaſe toreign 
any longer as Mediatour : he ſhall then 
ceaſe to reign according to the preſent 
diſpenſation, and adminiſtring of his 
Office :. but not as one God co-eſlenti- 
al. with the Father : for his Kingdom 
according to his God-head ſhall then 
be compleat, conſummate and perſect : 
yea and his humanity alſo ſhall reign 
then nor, as by , or of it ſelf, but as 
joyned in one perſon with his God- 
head , and as che common: head of all 
thoſe,, whom he hath redeemed,. and 


ſanRified-and brought to glory through - 
I 3 taking |; 
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The preriouſneſs of | Chrit 
rakins their nature upon him, and 
ſuffering in it. So that the forementio- 
" ned place in the Cor:»thians doth not 
ſpeak of the aboliſhing of Chriſts 
Kingdom ; bur of tie perfeRion of it 
rather, when God, whole glory is now | 
much obſcured and darkned by Ene- 
'"mies, ſhall be all in all amoas his 
Saifnts'; and the eternal Father ſhall 
triumph eternally in his Son as a ft- 
nal Conquerour, Fae 
The like anſwer alſo muſt be given to 
the objection , which may be made 
from the words' of the Apoſtle. 1 Cor, 
T5. 28. where he ſaith, that the Soy 
alſo himſelf ſhall be ſubjett unto him, that 
did put all things und:r him, Theſe 
words are not 'ſo to be underſtood, as 
if the Father were not for the'preſent 
_ 'well pleaſed with the Son, or as if the 
Son were not already ſubjet to the 
Father, as Mediatour : but rhe meaning 
of them is this: thar when all things, 
which do now during the preſent 
for:n of his adminiſtration make op- 
polition and reliſtance againſt Chriſt, 
ſhall. be - ſubdued unto him , and 
brought: under his feet ; then Chriſt 
*himſelf alſo, as touching his Mediator- 
ſhip, 
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- + fo Beltevers, 
ſhip, ſhall be ſubject unco the Father, 
and God ſhall be all in all; neither 
doth this ſubjeRion imply a depreſſing, 
or pulling down lo:.er : bur rather 
Chriit and his Saints ſhall be at the 
beight and top of rheir glory, when 
they ſhall be ſo ſubjeR; as on the other 
ſide whoſoever ſhall not then be ſo ſub- 
je, they ſhall be at the bottom of all 
remedileſs miſery and wretchedneſs. 
Before 1 paſs away to another head, 
I muſt needs touch again upon a place 
of Scripture before cited, 1 7m, 1.17, 
Now unto the King eterual, immortal, 
inviſible, &c. Here be two words that 
do expreſs the perpetuity and everla- . 
ſtins duration of Chriits Kingdom , 
eternal, and immortal , and neicher of 
them is idle or ſuperfluons : che Holy 
Ghoſt doth not uſe tautalogie or vain 
repetition in them, I have ſhewed you 
already what is meant by :mmorial, 
namely that the Kingdom of Chrift is 
not ſubject to ſuccethon ; it is not [iable 
to be devolved and rould down to af- 
ter-comers ; which Danze! exprefletly 
thus; his Kingdom ſhall 9t be left unto 
other- people , as the Monarchies of the 
Babylomans, Medes, Alexander, and the | 
ET £4 : King 
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wo Kingdoms of the Selencide, which the. 


The preciouſneſs of Chrif 


Prophet had ſpoken of were ; they were 
tranſlated from Nation to Nation, and 
from man to man, and at laſt quite difſ- 


ſolved. But Chriſt Kingdom ſhall nat 


be pluck't up for others beſide himſelf ; 
but it ſhall hold on conſtantly through 
all ages and centuries of the world 
unto the end : and when the end com- 
meth , it ſhall not expire and give up 
the Ghoſt ; but it ſhall attain to its 
full beauty and perfection -; it ſhall 
come to its meridian, or vertical point, 
as I may ſay, and ſhall never declin 

never decay : it ſhall laſt beyond the 


* world, and beyond all time for 'ever : 


therefore the Apoſtle calls Chriſt not 
onely an :#-mertal King , but alſo an 
eternal King, Thus you ſee , thai the 
Spirit of God doth to good purpoſe uſe 
two words, ſomewhat of kin in (gni- 
fication one to the other ; that thereby 
he might ſet forth the excellency of 
Chriſts Kingdom above all other King- 


dems : by the one word is ſhewed the 


courſe of his Kingdom , through this 
world, during the time of his Media- 
tourſhip : and by the other word is de- 


clared the laſting of it unto. all eter- 
nity, 
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nity 4 after his Mediatorſhip is laid 


own. 
Laſtly, Chrift is matchleſs and emi- 
nent above all other Kings in all Roy- 
all vertues, endowments , and a&om- 
pliſhments. 
- Firſt, he is a moſt ſapient and/wiſe 


King, called therefore Connſel/our by 


the Prophet, and zely wiſe , by the A- 
poſtle, the wonderful Numberer ; he that 
ſealeth up: the ſum , full of wiſdom : 
none effentially wiſe, but he ; rione but 
are depending and beholding for their 
wiſdom, but he, his fooliſhneſs is wi- 
ſer then men : they be all doters to him. 
Earthly Kings bavetheir Counſellours ; 
but he needs none : So/omm9y was the wi- 
ſeſt among them : but a greater then 
Solomon 1s here. 

Secondly , he is Rex armipoteni, & 
beHiceſas, a moſt puiſſant and warlike 
King ; called therefore a ma» of War, 
the Lord of Hoſts, the Captain of our 
Salvation : the armnes in Heaver,, Angels 
and righteous men fo/low him , he is the 


ſtone cut owt of the Mountain without 


hands, ſent from heaven, and aQting by 
no humane, but meerly. Divine Au- 
thority, which ſme the Image and brake 
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in pieces, the iron, the braſs, the clay, the 
Silver and the Ga/d , the great Moaar- 

chies and Kingdoms of the world, to | 
make way for his own Kingdom. - he 
is terrible to all the*Kings of che Earth 
that withſtand him, he is ſo mighty 
and ſo politick, that he gets ground of 
his enemies by giving ground to them; 
The world, Hell, Deato, lin, the Ac- 


-cuſer of the bretaren, the enmity of 


the carnal mind, all thele are in the 
Trophes of his victories. All his foes 
are and ſhall be made his footſtool : he 
will make even the proudelt of them to 
ſtoop and to hold his Rirrup: yea he 
will make them his very ſtirrup to get 
on horſe- batk by, as once Sapor the Per 
ſtan ſerved Y alerian the Roman Empe- 
TOHY, 
Thirdly, Chrift is as eminent in 
eace alſo, as he is in war; called 
therefore the Prince of Peace, When he 
was born, wars were huſht every 
where, and all the world was at peace. 


| Facob beheld him as a ladder reaching 


from Earth to Heaven, and what was 
this, but the Image of a Peace-maker 
betwen God and man? the Angels of 


God aſcended and deſcended by that Ladder, 
Be | | * ſignifying 


"Su 


-* to Believers, 
ſignifying, that by Chrilt we have the 
benefit of the Miniſtry of Angels : they 
aſcend to receive new commiltion from 
God concernins the Satnts, and again 
deſcend to execute ir ; by* Chriſt alſo 
our prayers as Intelligencers and ſigni 


fiers of our wants do aſcend into the ' 
preſertce of God - and again his bleſs, 


tings, as Angels and Meflengers of his 
good will towards us, do deſcend and 
light upon us. Thus is Chriit a ladder 
reaching from Earth to Heaven , par- 
taking of both, God and man in one 
perſon ; our bleſſed Reconciler, and 
Peace-maker : hedied to purchaſe peace 
for us : when he went away he left his 
peace with us : and-he. reigns for ever 
ro Maintain our peace. Melchiſedee 
was King of Salem, that is, King of 
Peace, nominally and in a fisure onely 
but Chriſt is the very body and ſub- 
ſtance of that ſhadow. 

Fourthly , Chriſt is a moſt juſt 
and righteous King : he raigns in righ- 
teduſneſs, he ſpeaks in righteouſneſs, 
he makes' war in righteouſneſs, he 
betroths his Church to him-in rightes 
ouſneſs, he delivers her from her Ene« 
mies in righteouſneſs, he anſwers her 
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The preceouſueſs of Chriit 

prayers in righteouſneſs , he doth all 
in righteouſneſs. Neither is he perſo- 
nally righteous alone ; . but efficiently 
alſo : not onely righteous himſelf ; bur 
he makes others ſo too ; 7#ft, and a Fu 
Fitier , as the Apoltles phraſe is : called 
therefore 1WPAY MM, the Lord our 
Righteouſneſs, Jer. 23.6. He is our true 


 Melchiſedec, King of righteouſneſs : that 


King in Abrahams dayes bore the name, 
that be might be.a Type of our Kins, 

Laſtly, Chriſt is a moſt mild and 
merciful King, meek, gentle, long-ſuf- 
fering : heis the true propitiatory , or 
Mercy-ſeat ; that in the Tabernacle of 
old did but prefigure him : he keeps 
mercy for thouſands ; his mercy is ever- 
laſting : his mercy indureth for ever is 
the verſus amwbens, or the bearing of 
the ſons, as we ſay, in the 136. Pſalms : 
He delights in mercy : yea, it is ſo plea- 
{ins to him, that even in wrath he re- 
members it; he bears lons with his 
Enemies, he forgives them , he dies for 
them, - he ſaves them eternally, and * 
crowns them with glory for ever. 

Thus I have: ſhewed you, that Chriſt 
5a King, a. Spiritual King, a univer- 
(al' King over all [Nations , rs 
CD 0 


« of men, ages of the world, and'over 
-all Creatures :. a King ruling alone 
without a mate or allociate ; an ever- 
laſting Kins, and eminent above all 
other - Kings in all royal vertues and 
qualifications , as wiſdom , fortitude , 
 peaceableneſs, Righteonfneſs, Mercy, 

and the like. Where ſhall we find ſack 
a King, as this? Itis ſaid of Solow , 
that there was 0 K:ng like him, and {9 
of Joſiah: but it may more truly and 
properly be ſaid fo of the-Lord Jeſus 
Chritt, the heavenly King. Oa Earth 
there be Kinps , that have rule and do- 
mination over other Kings : but Chriſt 
hath them at his ſteps and under his 
girdle, as we ſay : and they for the moſt 
part have ſuch command by uſurpati- 
on and incroachment : but Chriſt is ſo 
conſtituted of his Father : 1 will make 
hin my firſt-born , h:gher then the Kings 


of the Earth, Pal. 89, 27. and all this 


is for the good of 'rhe Saints : certainly 
then Chrift mnt needs be very prect- 
ous unto Believers. 

Having ſpoken of Chriſt as Media» 
tour, 1 come now to commend him to 
you as God: and here we be come to 
the ſupream and higheſt pitch of all 
Slory. 
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The prectouſnefs of Chrift = 
glory, Here are fathomleſs depths, 
and bottomleſs bottoms, if I may ſo 
ſpeak : here are ſtupendious and ama- 
zing Myſteries ; aitoniſhing , and con- 
founding excellencies , ſuch as the holy 
Angels themſelves cannot pierce into : 
God is Þ@5 oy of Tf051T0V tf welling 1 
znacceſſible light, x Tim. 6. 16, here are 
{ſuch beauties and perfections, that had 
I ( as the Poet ſpeaks )' a hundred 
tongues, a hundred mouths, and a 
voice of fteel ;. yer, I could not ſuthci- 
ently deſcribe them; but.muſt be dri- 
ven with the Philoſopher to ask mcr2 
dayes to thiak of it, and at length re- 
ſolve, as he did, that the matter is fo 
iniricate and perplexed, fo infcrutable, 
and unfearchable, that I. cannot re- 
ſolve. Nevertheleſs let me ſay fome- 
thing, though 1 do it but fſlenderly and 
weakly, as children do of mens mat- 
ters» | ; 

Chriſt then is' in the altitude and 
ſummity of all glory, one eternal Gad 
with the Father, and with \the Holy 
Ghoſt: proved t9, beſo bya cloud of 
witneſſes : we have the Authority of the 
ſacred *criptures both in the Old and 
New Teſtament for it mojt frequently : 
where 


ds X 


to Believers; 


anely begotten Son of God , the [mage of 
the Father, his ſubſtantial Image, and not 
as the form of a face in a glaſs: alſoto 
him are attributed ſuch things, & can 
agree to none but. God : he is ſaid to 
be equal with the Father, eternal, the 
author of ele&ion, a ſearcher of hearts; 
one that muſt be_believ'd in, ſworn 
by , worſhipped with Divine worſhip ; 
one that gives eternal rewards ;- ofie 
that hath power to pardon {in ; one 
that doth illuminate by the Spirit; one 


that ſhall judge both quick and dead; 


one that is omnipotent ; one that hath 
power to work Miracles, to create, to 
ſend the Holy-Ghoſt ; one that hath 
power to raiſe himſelf and others; one 
in whoſe name we maſt be baptiſed, and 
the like Parens that Godly and lear- 
ned Divine of Heidelbargh in hisCom- 
mentary upon the Revelation, pick's 
out of the text of that book no leſs 
then forty two Arguments of the Divi- 
nity of Chriſt. By all which we may 
ſee the blaſphemy of thoſe who have at- 
firmed him to be no more then a parti- 
cular God, and ouorscios patrs ; but not 
980105, like unto the Father ; but ay” 
ene + 
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where he is called God, and Fehovah,'the 
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the ſame Eſſence and ſubſtance with - 


him. But we ſhall farther ſee the mad- 
neſs of theſe men, if we conlider theſe 
paruculars. 

Firſt of all, Chriſt ſhines as a Sun 
inthe firmament of the world, in all per- 
feftion and ſufficiency of wiſdom, pow- 
er, goodneſs, love, Majeſty and glory. 

econdly , whatfoever meaſure the 
molt excellent of the creatures have of 
theſe things they are beholding unto 
kim for it : he is the never failings ſpring 
and fountain of all bleſſing and good- 
neſs. Now the Logical Rule is, quod 
effiert tale, i1Ind magic eff tale, that which 
makes a thing to be ſo as it is , is much 
more ſo it felf : if the creatures be full 
of beauty and excellency , and yet all 
i a derivative way : how unfpeak- 
ably excellent then and beautiful is he, 
that is the Beginning of the creatures of 
God, and made them all fo as they are? 
whatſoever energes or powers they 
have, they are but relative and borrows 
ed, az the Light of the Moon from 
the Sun, and alſo ſubjet te ſubordi- 
nation : bat in Chrift according 'to Is 


- God-head all is abſolute , and com- 
' pleat; and all without him is by hins 


and 
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and for him of | and al : 
by him are « all things;taith' hog RT: | 
11.36. Great” diſpute hath-been: amoris 
the Philoſophers about the jr bo- 
»um , the chief and overaign good : 
'NOW loe here j Mt FO Fi, 1915 et heonuns conver 
twntur, ſaith the, Logiciay,” the end, and 
good are coincident and.,come. borh-jÞ 
one. Chriſt then being Gpd,,,and God 
the ultimate , and fartheſt, end. of - all 
things ; ''it Jollaws: neceſſarily I that 
Chritt is. the Sammuy; boxwm., and the 
top of, all felicity and bappineſs. © 
Thirdly, whatſoever yergue or good- 
nefs is in the creatures it;is not of. the 
eſlence- and: ſubſtance of the creature ; 
bur. enely.an accident, or. an_inherenc 
quality :. as a man may þe\ſaid. to he 
wiſe, mighty, juſt, .merciful ; . but nor 
wiſdom, Rrenath, Jultice, and mercy, 
a5 God may ; who i is allthis, and Sena 
more inthe very abſtract, . a} we ſpeak, 
whatſoever then is properly aircon 
unto Chrift,. as God, -we. cannot din 
vide it from his. very eſlence,, Ic is prg* 
per to ſubſtances and marerial things, 
to have accidents adhering andcleaving 
onto. them. but God is immatetialy, 


and orgeinithour matttrs aud _” 


+ * 
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all. ſybſtate ; and therefore abovell 
- predicatent; as time, place; quantity, 
' quality ,” and the like: Whatlſoever is 
-in God, it is effential tohim'; ' a man 
: may be a Man fill, though he be net- 
"ther knowing, nor valiant, Nor jaſt, nor 


S$racions;*but- rake -away 'theſe from 
God, ' andVYor: deliroy his 'very'effence 
arid being.” Nbw then if Cliriſt be God, 
*ve may. ſe by this , that he doth'in- 
Kifitely ſurtriount it) praiſes all the moſt 
'Jovely” and moſt delirable creatures in 
the world. Mark how. the Prophet de- 
preſſes them all in relation to God, 
tfaiah 46. 15.17. He ſaith; that all Na: 
t10ns are unto God as adrop of water unts 
ton bucket-full, or as the ſmall duff that 
cleaves ro the balance, is to the great and 
tieavie weights, that are put 'therein *- 
and yet this is not enough: to ſhew the 
diſparity ; therefore the Prophet adds z 
that they are to God as mrthing : nei- 
ther doth this-ſufhice to empty the crea- 
fire enough ;- bur he goes a deoree far- 
ther, -and ſaith;*that they are'in com- 
pariſon of- God /eſs then nothing and. 
wamty, Now beheve it , "all this is no 
more then 13, true of Chriſt; he is ac- 
cording- to tits God-head: —_— 
4 4 
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him; bit as dropps to'bucket-fulls, or 
as/mdtes to- ponderous weights : yea, 
they-are as nothing; and .lefs then inc» 
thing and vanity. Chriſt hath a name 
above every name ; all creatures in Hea- 
ven andin Earth,” and under the Earch 
Mult ſtoop to him: 1 may truly ſay, 
that they be all to him, but as the ſha- 
dow of 4 ſhadow, * like the refleRion's£ 
a Rain-bow , + when it ſeems to be 
doubled it-the cloud. * The 'Rain-bow 
it ſelf is -but' a chadow ;+ what is then 
the ſhadow'of this ſhadow? nay, what 
1s the thifd generation' of - a. ſhadaw'? 
as ſometimes, when the refleion is ve« 
ry ftrong; three are ſeen arionce.: Frus 
ly all creatures, even cireinolt excellent 
of tliem-mſt Rand in:the'very loweſt 
degree '6f "theſe , if -compared unto 
'Chriſt ; *how precious then, ' how wore 
thy beyond all thought and compurati- 
dn is he Fo 07D £375 5 FH 
- Let us draw ſome concluſion from 
the-God-head of Chriſt farther to ſet 
forth his 'precioliſrieſs 5' and then we 
Will conclude this moſt weighty and 
conſiderable reaſon. : We will do it 
Scripture -apkoriſmes. , ''and' the fMrit 
_ ſhall be chis, K 2 Far 


all this glory: all the creatures are to 1 
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\Fgir weather cometh ont of the North 
with God warerrible, Majeſty, Fob37.22.the 
meaning of it is this, that though the 
creature may, be pleaſing and flexible 
enough, and there may be fair quarter 
between man and man : yetnot ſo with 
God : if he be oneh prove with him 
there is terrible and dreadful Majeſty. 
Now this is true of Chriſt. Beho/d, 7 ſend 
ny: Apgel before thee (ſaith God) to 
keep thee 1x the way, and to bring thee in- 
to the place, which 1 have prepared : be= 
ware of him, and obey tis woice , prove 
tims:ngt :; for. hewll not pardoy your trayſ- 
prefſions ; for my name 151n bum, Exod. 
-23+ 20.21 /, The- Angel here ſpoken of 
46-Chrif, as. appears by.this, that he 
bath- power tos pardon fin, avd Gods 
Dame is in him, that is, bes effentjally 
God : for Gods: name: and: attributes 
archis very.eflence.” But what is this to 
the preciouſneſs. of Chriſt, you will 
fay ? here is terrour and dread-ſtriking 
'Majelty: bur whar makes this to the pur- 
Poſe in hand? Þapfyer, very much : for 
Hrit of all:Gods-teytibleneſs doth not 
Impeach. the happy condition of |the _ 
Sainrsy'. becayſethey be in Chriſt :; the 
4@raurs of the Law canpotreach hon : 
{1% A =" "23017 <2 ( if 
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their hearts. ave fo fortified-and eftabli» 

ſhed with. Faith, - that they: are able ts- 
meditate of deith, and Hell;and damna+ 
tion, and the.moit terrible-things.thex 
are, withonr trembling, : wichout. . any. 4 
laviſh fear or dread *, : Secondly, it, a +" 
makes very:-Mmuch for the good the: ;* 55-2 
Church of God; that ſome by the threat. * 
ning: tertonr of Judgments are reduced 
toobediencerand good order, and others, 
that are 'refraRory * and incorrisible , 
are cut off by the ftroke of them : . this 
Iſfay, makes much for the good of the: 
Church : when noxious homours. are 
purged out of the bady ,. all the parts 
are at eaſe, and in a healthful State: 
ſo when wicked men are either awed 
*and repreſſed, or quite extin& and cut 
off, the corporation of the Saints muſt 
needs enjoy mach peace and quietneſs. 
thereby. . The terrour then that is 

- in Chriſt doth not a whit take off from 
his preciouſneſs. What Saint is there, 
that doth not with much comfort and 
hearts contentment read that place 'of 
Scripture, Revel. 6.15, 16. The Kings 

of the Earth, and the great men, and the 
rich men, and the chief Captains , and 
the mighty men, and every bond-man, and © 


3 every 
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every free-man bid themſelves in the dens, 


ard in the rocks of the Monntains ; and 
ſaid tothe Mountains and rocks, fall on 
#5, and bide us from the face of hivs that. 
fitteth on the Throne, and from the wrath 


of the Lamb: . for the great day of his. 


wrath is come, and who ſhall be ableto 


ſtand? The men'that are herein ſuch a 


fear, are the enemies of the Church 
and what faithful foul doth. not re- 
joyce at the ruine of ſach ? Secondly, 
God cannot the is another Scripture A-.. 
phoriſme, 7:t. 1.2, then if Chriſt be 
God, we: may build upon this: that all 
his promiſes, . and particularly thoſe 
concerning eternal Life and falvation , 
ſhall ſurely be made. $ood : fo faith 
the Apoſtle in the place to 7 #5. be- 
fore mentioned : i hope of ' eteryal 
life, which God that cannot lie , promiſed. 
before th: world began, Chriſt is not 6n- 
ly verax, ſpeaking truly.; but pſa ve- 
ritas, truth it ſelf. He is the Amen ; 
che faithfull and true witneſs : Heaven 
aud Earth ſhall paſs away , before one jot 
or tittle of lus word ſhall fall tothe ground, 
Now ts likewiſe ſets forth the preci- 
ouſneſs of Chyiſt not a little. n_ 
men he is counted a very choyce and 
ho] | prectous 


/ precious perſon , thac:is a man of his 
ward ; how much more then is Chriſt 
precious, Whoſe eterual efſence and bes 
ing is Truth, who cannot lie as men 
can, and with whom there is not the 
leaſt variableneſs , _ or ſhadow of tur- 
ning? .' fot, 

Laſtly, whatſoever Gqgd. doth, it 

ſhall befor ever, &Cc. is another Scrip- 

ture aphoriſme, £Eccleſ. 3.. 14. 'Then let 
the Devill himſelf and all enemies do 
their worlt : they ſhall never be able 
with all theix might and policy , En- 
Sines and .Stratagems to overtiirow an 
ftrultfate the ſalvation of Gods eleR.: 
but it ſhall abide for evermore perma- 
nent then: the ancteat Mountains and 
everlaſting; hills of che world ;. aud this 
mult needs be ſo.; becauſe their Redees 
mer is God, God by nature, and fur- 


niſhed, with Divine power, ſuch as all 


creatures, even the moſt able of them, 
muſt. yeild unto. Now what is there, 
that can make Chrith more precious to. 


a believing ſoul, than chis? 'God it is, 


that works all .our works in us, and. 
for us : the whole firuQuure of qur ſal-: 
vation is of his founding and raiſing ; 
and whatſoever God doth , it ſhall be 
I K 4 - for 
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for ever, nothing can be pitt to iff, rip | 
any thing taken from it ; - now we have þ 
abundantly © proved , *thar* Chriſt is 
God : our falvation therrdoth nor ſtand 
upon' our” own mutable and: variable 
will ; nor upon the weak-leggs-of - our 
own power, . which is as nothing'; but 
upon the ' unChangeable i counſel and 
miphty power of God 5 in which our 
Lord Jeſus hath a grear*fhare,' ' as ei- 
ther che Father, or the Holy-Ghoſt, 
 *Fhus T. have given yau ſome taſte of 
Scripture aphoriſmes, as I call them lea- 
ving the reſt to private- obſervation and 
colletion.” And'this know' afluredly , 
that whatſoever is faid of God /in the 
Scriptures,, a Spiritual mait and a Be- 
tiever may fee.in it the preciuſneſs'of 
Chrift, © and*one way 'or other ſuck 
ſweemeſs gut of ir. RY c- 
* Tproceed to a fourth Reaſon. Chriſt 
muft needs'be a moſt precious ;; a moſt 
lovely; a_moſt delightful, and a moſt 
defirable” qbje& to a: believing ſoul, 
Eau he ay _—— for ky ay 
ner of ſupply : ard the ſupply whic 
he makes Believers is, 22E et 
RE. =, 1 

2. Sutable, he Ne 
* £ 3: Conſtant, Firſt, 
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J&3\14 fd: &'s fs Po +: 
.- Fift,” it is'a full ſupply, if there be 
Light.in the Sun, the air cannor. be 
dark :/ if: there be ſappe in the Rock , 
the branches cannet be dry; if there 
be-fulneſs .in' the. fountain the ſtreames 
cannot be empty. .  - 2 
* This full. ſupply . through Chriſt is 
manifeſted by all thoſe types and ſha- 
dows, | which of old; had relation. to 
him. The ftrikins of the bloud of the 
Paſcall Lamb - on the poſts of the 
doors, © where the Iſraelites dwelt was 
a token' and aſlurance to them, that 
the deſtroying Angel ſhould paſs over 


| thems and ſmite onely , the firit bora | 


of the Egyptians : now what elſe did 
that bloud prefigure but the bloud of 
Chriſt? wherewith the Ele& being 
ſprinckled , the Deftroyer cannot hurt 
them. This. bloud certainly is the 1nk 
of the. Angels ink-hoxn, ſpoken of in 
Eztek, 9. 3. wherewtth the Godly are 
marked for deliverance, ' while others 
periſh and are cut off. | The pillar of the 
cloud by day, and of fire by night was 
a type- of Ciritt, leadins and guiding 
his'people continually. The water of 
the Rock and the {ava in tne wilder- 
neſs were ſigns, that Chriſt ſhould 
et hn ſpiritually 
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ſpiritually feed and refreſh his people. 


The Serpent of braſs lifted up by Moſes, 


ſignified, that he ſhould be their Phyli- - 


cian and healer. All the ſacrifices of the 
Law did typifie, that Chriſt ſhould make 
atonement for Believers. The Ark or 


Holy Cheſt in the Tabernacle did like- 


wiſe repreſent Chrift unto us; in 
whom God hath treaſured up all. per- 
fetion of wiſdom , grace, power, 
co00dnefſs and mercy : for t pleaſed the 
Father,that in him all fulneſs ſhould dwell, 
Coloſſ. 1.19. Now from the redundan- 
cy and overflowing falneſs of all blef- 
ling rhat is in Chriſt, Believers do re- 
ceive their ſufhciency and fulneſs : of 
his fulneſs ( ſaith the Apoltle ) we all re- 
ceive, and grace for grace , Joh. 1. 16, 
that is, graces anſwerable to every com- 
municable grace of Chriſt : that as face 
anſwereth to face in water, ſo we may 
in all things be like unto our head, 
Secondly, the ſupply that we have 
by Chrift is ſatable alſo. The faithfull 
ſoul looks upon him}, and faith, loe, 
here is moſt preciqus and pure bloud to 
waſh away my guilt; here-1s ſtrength 
to ſupport. me In my weakneſs ; here 


is a garment of righteouſneſs ta. 
cover 


©: fo Belevers, | 

cover the ſhame of my nakedneG6; here 
is 2 ſpirit of Truth to lead me and 
guce me in all my wayes; here are 
weet mercies and conſolations to com- 
fort me in my droopings; here are'gold 
and Pearles, and precious ſtones to en- 


P F 
I39: 
£ 
, 
' 


rich me with; here is perfe& purity 


and holineſs to ſandtifie and cleanſe my 
corrupt nature; in a word here is the 
plenitude and fuloeſs of all grace to 
fil my empty and deſtitute ſoul. 

Tae Spirit of the Lord annointed 
Chriſt, and did ſolemnly delign him 
to be home unto every Saints conditi- 
on, and fo be wsade ( asthe Apoltle ſaith 
of himſelf) all things to all men ; he was 
anointed to preach good tidings unto the 
meek, to bind up broken hearts , to pro- 
claims Liberty to Captives, to appornt 

beauty for aſbes, joy for mourning, and 
| garments of feſtvity,and praiſe for ſad and 
beavy ſpirits, GChriit is ( as I may 
ſay ) for every turn: he hath in 
him ſufficiency relative and ſutable to 


1{a. 6l. [ls 
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all conditions : there is no diſeaſe, but- 


this Phyſician can cure, nocaſe, but this 
Counſellour can reſolve us, and direct 
us in, no Enemie, butthis Champion 
can conquer, no difficulty > but this 
We” =: mighty 
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thty- Saviour can overcome : he is 
ny be, us of God all that we ſtand 
in need of, wiſdom to cure our: folly , 
righteouſneſs to juſtifie our perſons, 
SanRification to purifie our nature, and 
Redemption from thoſe many ſorrows 
and miſeries, which we here are ſubje& 
to. As Fob ſaith, that he was eyes-to the 
blind, and feet to the Lame, and a F ather 
to rhe poor ; 10 is Chrift made every 
thins unto Believers -in proportion to- 
their wants. As Eliſha , when he raiſed 
a-child ro life pt his month upon the 
childs. month, bis eyes pon the childs zyes, 
his hands npon the (childs hands, Mill fi» 
miliar parts were applyed -to ſimiliar : 
ſo doth Chritt apply himfelf'to us fn a 
relation ſating\and anſwering to every 
necelhty. "TT STS 

. Thirdly , «the ſupply chat we have 
from'hint 15 likewife conſtant': 'ris not 


like a winter+bourne, that. failes,, and 


dries up in the- Summer : bat it is as the 
ſtreams of living waters , .and of an 
ever-ſpringing Fountain. Chrift doth 
not onely-grve grace : but maintains it, 
It was: a juit complaint which long ago 
was made againit the Heathen Gods ; 

O faciles dare ſumma Deos eademq;tuers 
D' fficiles ! They 


fo Believers, 

 - © They could give their Favourites 
great gifts ; but they could not -main- 
rain them in the poſleſſion of them. 
The Lord Jeſus Chriſt our bleſſed bene- 
faQour is not ſo : he gives to his Saints 
not onely the firſt grace; but the grace 
of perſeverance alſo. As David ſaid 
in another caſe : thow mantaineſt my 
lot : ſo doth Chriſt maintain that lot 
of grace, which he beſtows upon his 
Fairhpal Members ; he is the Author , 
and finj{ber of our faith : his gifts and 
calling are WUET RUENYTR, without Repen- 
tance: he is not like the fooliſh man , 
that began to build and was not able 
to finiſh : bnt having begun a good 
work, in his Saints, he will foniſh its 


. 


and make it- perſevere unto his own 


day :' and: then when grace is full be 
will crown: it with eternal slory, Now 
by. that which hath: been ſaid , - we may 
ſee that the condition of Belieyers, and 


of ſuch as-are ingraffed inco Chriſt ,; is. 


| far better, then was that of Adam in 
his innacency :; he had excellent gifts 
of knowledge and grace conterred upon 

im 2 but he was vever confirm'd. in 


them : and therefore being left to the 


ftautabulity of his own will , he choſe 
_ 
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The prectouſneſs of Chri# 
the evil, and- loii the pood': but 1t is 
not ſo with the ſaints now ; under the 
Covenant of grace by Chrift; whats 
ſoever heavenly endowments they have, 
they- are confirmed and eſtaoliſhed in 
them ; ſo thar they can never be loſt; 
Ataries good part, which ſhe had'cho= 
ſen, could never be taken from her, The 
Saints and their graces are inthe hand 
of God; and who can ſnatch them 
out of that mighty and powerful hand? 
Mount Zion ftandeth fab for ever : and 
the Lord is abont his people, as the Moun- 
tains are about FJernſalem ; they are 
therefore in a moit ſafe and perſevexing 
condition, In So/omzous Temple ther 
were two pillars, the one was called 
Fachin, and the other Boaz, 1 Krngs 
2I, as Much as to ſay fability and 
ſtrength : now what doth this figure 
unto us ? but the more then brazen 
ſedfaiſtneſs and ftrength of the Church 


. of God ,* of all the members of” it, and- 


Zach. 11. 
I@.-14. 


of all their ſaving graces ; which can 
never periſh,never decay; but ſhall dure 
beyond the world unto all eternity, 
never to be broken, as the two ſtaftes 
Beauty and Bangs were, which the Pro- 
phet ſpeaks of : but ſill to be _— 
7 c 
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to Belizuers: 
ed'by. the Spirit of Chriſt with freſh 
rength and abilities; and ſo to laſt 
for ever andever. . 


Fifthly , look upon Chriſt as upon Reaſ, a, | 
the: molt oainful and profitable things * I 4 


to the ſoul, that can be imagined : 
notliing' more commodious , nothing 
more:enriching then Chriſt is. And ve- 
rily Chriſt is abſolute gain. | 

J Loon ain, 

i And gain for himſelf. 

Firſt he is abſolute gain : abſolute, 
becauſe whatſoever we give. unto him } 
we loſe it not, there 'is no alienation of 
it: butit isours {till, and ours in a far 
ſafer cuſtody and keeping , then in our 
own : if we caſt our 'affeftions upon 
Chriſt , . they be not loſt: he onely 
makes them better : if we $ive them 
to'the world , they differ little or no- 
thing from the affe&ions of beaſts : but 
if Chriſt: have them, he makes heaven- 
ly and gracious, and ſuch as will fit us 


for the preſence of God : it we lay 


down our lives for him , they be not 
loſt neirher , but gained unto life eter- 
nal; Harth, 10, 39. 

- Again, the neceſſity of getting Chriſt 
takes him to be abſolute gain to fuch, 
£ as 
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as have him : the neceſſity of a thing 
puts worth upor'it: it is not abfolute- 
ly neceflary to be rich, or honourable, 
or great in the world : but Chriſt being 
the life of our ſouls, -and one withour 
whom" we cannot ſubſiſt happily ; he 
muſt needs be of abſolure neceſſity « and 
therefore abſokite gain uato us. YYth- 
ont me ( ſaith Chritt) you can do nothing, 
Joh: 15. 5. As the branch cqtnot bear 
frair except ir abide in the vine ; and 
if it bear no- fruit, men calt it into the 
fire and burn its fo if we be not.in 
Chriſt, and abide'in him ; we can bear 
no 800d fruit + 'andfor ſuch, as bear no 
Sood fruit, the fire of Gehexna is pre- 
pared : how abſolutely neceflary: then 
is Chritt > and how abſolutely gatnfull 
tous, if once we have him? — -:... 
Secondly," Chriſt is univerſally gain?.. 7 
Firſt, univerſad for all perſons, rich, 
and poor ; young, and old ;' noble, 
and ignoble ; Learned, and unlearned ; - 
bond, and free : there is no man. rich 
without Chriſt :' neither is - there any 
poor, that have him none noble 
without him ; none ignoble. with him « 
none learned , or free without» him ; 


none. bond ,/ of unlearned with chim. 
There 
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0.” 76 Believers,” 
There be diſtinAions in the world a- 
mong. men , 'honouring ſome, and de- 
balirs others; exalting ſome,. and de- 
prefling others : but in the body of 
Chriſt they are not to be found. T here 
1s neither few, nor Greek ; there is neither 
bond, nor free; there is neither male, nor 


female : fir yeare all one im Chriſt Jeſus, 


ſaith the Apoſtle, Galar. 3. 28. 
Secondly, Chriſt is univerſal gain 
m reſpect of all times, A// things are 
beautiful in their ſeaſon , faith Solomon ; 
M::iick is g90d; batir 1s ſo onely in a 
time, fit for mirch : food is good : but 
it-is fo orely, when men are hungry: 
cloathing is good : but it is then, for 
them that are naked : and Phyfick alfo 
i8 800d ; but it is, when men are ſick and 
diftempered : but Chriſft'is ſeaſonable 
at all times ; Heis thar tree of lite, that 
bears twelve ſorts of frair , and before 
the old ſtore is done, new come: - for 


it yields fruit every moueth, Revel. 32,7. 


Chriſt is never out of ſeaſon ; and there- 
fore univerſally gainful. | 


Thirdly, Chriſt is gain alſo to all 


things. ln Chriſtare made uato us pro- 
mifes of all ſorts, both of this lite, and 
of that, which is to come : for which 

L cauſe 
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2746 Theprecioſneſs of Crit 
F '* cauſe the Apoſtle ſaith, that Godlineſs 
T1 profitable of all things, When rhe 
Hab, 2. 4. Prophet ſaith, that the j»f ſhall live by 

his Faith , we muſt conceive , tit it is 
true, as well of food, and rain.ent, and 
temporal deliverance, as of  Juftifica- 

- tion, SanRification .. -and eterial ſal- 
vation : this is not fo well obſerv'd by 

Chriſtians, as it ought.to be - for ma- 
ny can truſt Chriſt with their ſouls ; 
but not with. their bodies, not with their 
Eſtates. Peter reſted upon him for ſal- 
vation ; thou haſt the words of eternal 
life, ſaith be : but he could not truft 
him with the ſafetyof his fleſh : for go- 
ins tohim on the water, he doubted, 
and begap to fink, But believe it, what» 
ſoever our weakneſles are ; whatſoever 
our ignorance , our doubting, our for- - 

etfulneſs ; Chriſt is profitable for” all 

things ; both for ſoul and body, for this 
life, . and_ for the liſle to come for 
ever. 

*Thirdly, Chrift is gain for himſelf, 
other things are gainful in aſpe& and 
relation to their ends ; as wealth.is good 
to ſupply want, foad to maintain life , 
cloaths to keep, off the cold air, «a. 


ſtaff to ſupport feeble leggs » a bed to 
DG es re 
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reſt wear limbs 0.iz and the like ; "but 
Chriit'is a rich and ineftimabletreaſure 
to the ſoul, withour reference to a fur- 
ther end, than himielf : he is to be deii> 
red even for himſQt. V';ſdons is _ 
than Rabies; and all the things ,\ 


may be defi red, are not to be : wht tout, | 


Proverb. 8. 11, Aud doubtleſs Chritt 
is the wiſdom there ſpoken of. Now 


then if Chriſt be the moſt Sainfull 


thing in the world, abſolite- gain: u- 
niverſal gain, and. gain. for himſelf, 
without aim at ſome better thing : if 
Chrift be thus gainful,, I ſay, who 
can deny hith to be moſt precious and 
excellent? I paſs to a lixt Reaſon. 


. Sixtly, then Chriſt is precious to Be- Rggf, 5 


lievers » becauſe of the attractiveneſs, 
and allyring vertue | 
Of his Love. 
3 his Beauty. 
Of his Grace... 
- Firſt of his love, Mages aworis eſt 
:. Lave is the attraRive Load-ſtone 
of I, Love :. and never -was .there-ſuch a 
love, as Chrilt's love to his Ele ; free 
and undeſeryed; from everlaſting to. 
everlaſting cal upon-them even when 
they were jetty, and in their ſtoma- 
L 3 chous 
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The pregzouſueſs of Chrif# 
cho. graflations and rebellions 2 "0- 
vercoming all. difficulties and oppoſitt 
ons, all peeviſh frowardnefs and pre- 
varications after reconcilement ; never 
wearied or tired outggrith any provoca- 
tions ; a love lifring up Adam, Earthly 
man as high as Heaven, and trai:ſlaring 
Encch, miſerable and enthralled man 
into the glorious liberty of 'the Sons 
of God; a love infifite, and paſt com- 
prehending : . ſo that well might the 
Apoſtle ſer a Beho{d to it : ' Behold (ſaith 
he) what manner of love the Father hath 
beſtowed upou iis, . that we ſhould be called 
the Sons of God, ' Foh. 3.1. and the Fa- 
ther was not alone” in this, Love; but 
the- Son and the Holy-Ghott roo: if 


' the love of the Saints to Chriſt be ſo 


hot, that m1a7y Waters of affiiftion cannot 
qu-#ch it , nor the flouds. of perſecuti- 
on drown it; "if it will nat- be ſcour- 
ced of exchanged for any: wealth : if it 
be ſtrong as death and cruct as the grave, 
urzmg, and conſtraining them. to la 
Pj life and all for him ; *if rhe coat: 
thereof be coal: of fire, . which" vath a 
moſt yehement flats, as we reads Cant. 
8,6, 7, What is then tlie love of Chriſt 
co his people ,” who is nt onely loving 
: Si » - Y F of & ur 
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but love it- ſelf in the very abſtra? 
certainly fuch a love as this cannot but 
be very attraRive and drawing , very 
concitiating ant winning: it muſt needs 
like the- firſt wheele move and turn a+ 
bout all eur affeRions ; our delire to en- 
joy Chrift'; our joy in the frairiof! of 
him , our love toward him ,. our fear 
to diſpleaſe him , our anger , when he 
is offended, our jealonlie of loſing hit; 
O:r nature is ſuch, "that we will love , 
where we are firſt-loved; as the heat dF 
the Sun-beames refles from a wall” : 
fo Cliriſts love to us cannot but cauſe 
a refle&ion of ours upon him : ours'i$ 
but a ſpark of his : we /ove hizs (faith 
the Apoltle ) becauſe he loved ws fir it's 
when he reveals his love to ns, ſnack a 
fire muſt needs kindle and melt our af- 
fetions, be they never ſo key-cold and 
frozen. 14 CO 

Secondly , the beatity of Chrilf is 
likewiſe very attraRtive. I donot mean' 
it of the aſpe& and face, of the outs 


ward lineaments and proportion of his 


body , although his comlineſs in' that 
behalfneed not to be doubted of, being 
formed in the ſanitied womb of a 


Virgin by: the: Holy-Ghoſt : 'but 'of 
£ L 
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The peceſiſs of chi 


his ſpiritual. beauty and gracefulneſs, 
NOT we know, that true beauty con- 
ſilks 


In fairneſs of complexion. 
And in a juſt ſymmetry, or pro- 
portion of parts. 


Neither of theſe was wanting in 


Chriſt. 
' Firſt, he was of a fair and comely 
complexion, as the Church  deſcriberh 
him, Cant. 5.10. My beloved 1s white 
#nd ruddy, ſaich ſhe, the mixture of theſe 
two colours makes a beautiful and 
good complexion : White and red as 
they ſkew the beſt temperature in man ; 
{o here it may ſignifie in Chrift,his God- 
ead-and manhood. Chrift appeared in 
a viſion all white 4s ſnow » and pure as 
fine wooll, Dar.7. yg, And man had his 
name Adazs from the red mquld or 
arth, that his body was made of : and 
hriſt vouchſafed to be like unto us in 
this. Apgin,: the red colour may lig- 
nifie che blondy. ſufferings of Chritt ; 
and the white his righteouſneſs there- 
by inherent.in himſelf ; but conyey- 
ed to all his members by Gods free im- 
utatjon : riguteouſneſs is ſo deſcri- 
bed by white linnevy, Rev, 19.8. N On 
& : tis 
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ehis temperament , and mingling of 
whice Ind red after ſuch a *myftical 

way in Chriſt ,' denotes the ſurpaſſing 
beaury of Chriſt, makes him precious 


' to the Saints » -and inflames their afft- 


ions ' to embrace: him , - and follow 
him. | : | 

Secondly, in Chriſt there is alſp a 
comely proportion of parts : from the 
correſpendency and agreemeiit of-parts 
ariſeth a feature compleatly beautifull 
and lovely. This every faithful ſoul 
finds in Chriſt, The” Church enume- 
rates and reckons up all his parts, Cane, 
5. 10, &c. his bead as moſt fine gold; his 
locks buſhie , and black as a Raven, ex- 
cellently well agreeing with a farr face ; 
his eyes as the eyes of Doves bythe rivers of 


water, waſhed with milk, and fitly ſet . 


his cheeks at a bed of ſpices, as ſweet flow- 
ers; his lips lige Lillies, droppin 7 mc 
ſmelling mirrhe ; his hands as gold Rings, 
ſet with'the Berilly his bully eftvieh Ivo- 
ry overlaid with Saphires ; his leggs as 
pillars p Marble ſer 'npon ſockets of fine 
Gold ; hiTcountenance as Lebanon, excel< 
lent as theCedars ; and. his month or voyce 
oft ſweet ; What: a pleaſint' harmony 
and ſpecious confent of parts is here? 
L 4 frgu- 


© The preciouſueſs of Chrift 
figuring ypro us the ſupreme and abs» 

ſolute Goavernmeut of Chriſt , his un- 
ſearchable Counſels , his pure nature 
bating*all impurity and uncleanneſs , 

J his amiable and deligiuful ſmilings up- 
| on his Saints, his-.gracigqus promiſes 
and ſoul-faving inſtructions, all his 

aRions . and, adminiſtrations juſt and 

- holy , his mercies and inward affecti- 

ons very.precious like the Saphire , that 
Firerema with golden points, the wor- 

ings of his ſpirit in'his Saints, moſt 

firm and ftedtalt- like marble pillars , 

the whole ſhew and catt of his perion 

moſt $joFO0s , malt - excellent, moſt 
Majeitica!, and yet molt. deligattnl , 

like the forreſt _ Lehation, and the 

ſtately Cedars, that Srew-i11 it :- ſo-that 

he is alrogecher. lovely ;. all over from 

top to toe { az wefay ). defirable, avid, 

the chiefelt among, ten, thouſand , . as 

much as\to fay.; marchleſs and incom- 
parable: on earth and-in all the world 

tiere is not his 1ike; who is made with- 

oat ſpot.or blemiſh; yea, who is made 

and nat made ; a creature, arlll yet rhe. 
mighty. Creatour of. all things, God 

and man in one- perſon, wholy excel- 

lent and beautifui , every part ſytable, 
Fw, as | TT . | , P-M | a 
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« moſt ravinſhing and' wooing objeR: ' - 

Thirdly , Chriſt is attractive in his 

races conſidered , either as inherent in 
oY = wy 
Or infliſed into Beleevers. 

Firft , as they be inherent in himfeſfe, 
they tranſcend. in  excellency all the 
thought and conceit both of men and 
' Angels: rhey have (ifI may ſo ſpeak) 
a moſt fragrant ſmell and allicient qua- 
lity in them, compared therefore to 
fweer ſpices and ointments , as myrrhe, 
aloes, frankincenſe , ſpikenard , and the 
like. As theſe are delightfull ro obr 
ſenſes : ſo are the graces of Chriſt to a 
beleeving ſoule , attraing *the affeRi- 
ons , winnins the love of the heart ,'ma- 
king all other Things vile and baſe in 
compariſon of him ; that the foul 
loarhes chem y'and ſpues at them , as I 
may ſay , when' they offer to ſtand in 
comper'tion with him. Ir wasthe grace 
or Chrift, that mace him fo glorions 
as we read of, Joh. 1. 14. ie beheld his 
glory ( ſaith the Apoltle ) as of the oxly be- 
gotteu of the Father full of orace and truth; 
that is, wee beheld him gplarious in all 
perfe&ion of grace, wiſtome, goodneſle, 
and Mercy, It is the gemme'or Dia- 
| mond 
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* The precieuſuſt of Chriff 


-mond ina ring , that makes it very pre- 


.” Cious and beautifull ; ſo it is the grace, 


that God harh treaſured np in Chritt , 
which makes him fo glorious , ſo'attra- 
Rive,and'fo _— as he'is. 
Secondly, Chrift is attractive jn his 
| mea | beſtowed upon the Saints. As a 
ather is dignified by having a worthy 
ſanne, and a School-maſter by the lear= 
ning and proficiency of his Scholars : 
ſo is Chriſt by che Graces of his people: 
A Maſter is honoured by his livery , 
which his ſervants wear : now the gra-. 
ces of love, and humility , and meek» 
| nefſlle, and patience, and the like , are, as 
F may ſay, Chrifts livery, by which wee 
arediſtinguiſhed , and known to be his 
ſervants : and he is mu honoured by 
thoſe badges : By this ſhall all men know 
(ſaith Chriſt) that you are my Diſciples pf 
you love ane another. Joh.13.35. The holy 
lives and blefled examples of the Saints 
are very fruitful;chey advance the King- 
dome of Chriſt, and are very attractive 
things to tole and draw on others 
to a likins of his wayes. Ye wives (faith- 
the Apottle ) be 1» ſubjefTron to your own 
hasbauds, that if any obey not the Ward , 
they alſo may without the Word be mou 
; | oy 
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0 prepare him to heare that word , 
which is of power to beget faith , and to 
ſave the ſoul. And hither tends that of 
the Prophet Hoſea, 14.7. T hey that dwell 
under his ſhadow (hall return, they ſhall re- 
vive , as the corn, and grow as the vine * 
the ſent thereof ſhall be as the wine of Le- 
baron; The meaning of it is this, that 
Ephraim beitig converted , others that. 
dwell ynder his ſhadow, beholdins his 
wayes , and approving them , ſhall re<, 
turo - he ſhall caſt forth ſuch a ſweet 
ſavour of holy coaverſation , that others 
not yet wrought upon, ſhall revive as the 
corn after tie dead winter , flouriſh like 
the vine, and give a ſent as fragrant and 
delightfull, as the wine of Lebanon. The 
graces then of the Saints do very much 
: decorate 
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decorate and 'adorn Chriſt + himſelf. 
As a fair and beautifull woman , virtu- 


\ ous, and holy; is a credit to her huſ- 


Eph. 5.27. 


band ; fo are the godly to Chriſt : they 


| are his Spouſe, they are his Members, 


they are his'Children , they are his Ser» 
vants, they are his Scholars 3" and there- 
fore whatſoever is excellent and com- 
mendable in them, it redounds to his 
praiſe, They be branches of his planting, 
and the worke of his hands , and he 1s 
glorified in them, as the Prophet ſpeaks: 
If the viſible heavens do declare the glo- 
ry of God, as the Pſalmift faith ; how 
much more then, doe the new heavens , 
T meane the new creature , the porions 
of men new-moulded and formed in ho- 
linefſe and*righteonfneſle to the (imili- 
cude and likenefle of God ;, how much 
more, I ſay,doe theſe declar rhe glory 
of Chriſt, whofe handy-work they are ? 
Hence is that faying of the Apottle ; If 
our Brethren be enquired of ; th:y are the © 
meſſengers of (hel hurches and the glory of 
Chriſt, 2 Cor. 8. 23. And in another 
place he f:irh”, that Chriff preſents his 
Church to bimſelfe a olorious Church : 


The slory of the Church reflets upon 


Chriſt , Who firſt founded and formed ir. 
| ; Every 
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Every childe of 'God| at his converſion © 


puts 0n Chriſt ; whence it'followeth,that 


waatſoever beauty and comelineſle the 


Saints have , it is Chriſts beauty and 
comelineſle ; and he hath the praiſe of 
it. Thus you ſee; that Chriſt is very ate 
traftive in bis love, in his-beauty, and it 
his graces, both his own and his Saints. 
therefore he muſt needs be very preci- 
OUS. , 
There is one Reaſon'more, which 
may not be omitred : Chriſt is precious 
to Beleevers from chat evideice of inres 
reſt, right, and proprtety , that they 
have in him. Much hath been ſaid of his 
erlefle and unparalle!*d excellency : 
ut what were all, if tohimlette alone, 
and net to 115? What is all the gold of 
che/vd:es to me, if I my ſebe languiſh in 
_roverty ? What are the feaſts and full 
ding of others to mee, if I my ſelf 
ſtarve for hunger? or what is allthe 
help in the world to mee, if I cannot 
have it at my need ? Herethen is the «4- 
tina lima, ( as I may ſay) and the com-- 
plement of all , that Chriſt is every way 
excellent , and the Seintsenjoy hum as 
_ their own; they have a comfortable in- 
tereſt, | et 
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The priciouſneſs of Chrift 
©. In-all his workes ang performances; 
_ Inall lis dignities and honours. 
Ina 
.. In all his bleſled infl 
. Firſt, all Chrifts workes and perfor- 
maiices,are in a peculiar reſpe& for eve- 
Iy-Beleever; - bis making of the world, 
ſerling of; policies and governments 
rooting up of Kingdomes , executing 
judgements in the earth, rewarding 
ſome, and puniſhing others , railing up 
wiſe, learned, valiant, active , juft and 
mercifull men in-their times: in all theſe, 
and in all other general and providen- 


_ tall workes of Chriſt , the beleeving 


ſoul hath a kind. of interett & proprie- 
ty : next-unto_ his own glory, Chritt ai- 
med at the good of his Church in all 
theſe things , and bath ill either imme- 


- diately., br-in the upſhot and ctoſe of 


made them inſtrumentall for her .wel- 
fare: in which ſenſe are thoſe. words of 
the Apoſtle, 1 Cor; 3. 21. 22, All things 
are yours, (ſaith -he) whether Payl , or A- 
pello , or Cepbas, or the world, or life, or 
death, or thing 5 preſent, or thimgs to come; 
all are Jours, 


* Secondly , Belieyers havea kinde of 
claim alſo in che dignities and _—_— 
l (0) 


” 
” 


his offices ang adminitrations\ 
encesand graces. 


I 
» __—_— — RY 


- + to Believers, 

of Chriſt. There is a reciprocation (as 
] may ſay ) between him and his Saints : 
they are, mutually and interchangeably 
glorified in one another : as Chriſt is 
glorified 1» them, Joh. 17, 10, ſo they are 
unſpeakeably dignified and graced b 

him. T he glory of cho {dren(faith Salomon) 
are their F athers, Prov. 17.6. If the Fa- 
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ther be heroicall, or learned, or any way 


excellent , this is the ſonnes glory, un- 
leſs he degenerate 2 now the Saints are 
called the ſeed and the children of Chriſt: 


whatſoever therefore he excells in it is 


their dignity , and their glory. Beſides , 


'Chrift doth impart of his honours to 
them , making them like himſelf. Is 
Chriſt a ſonne, and heire of all? ſo are 

they ſonnes , and heires, and co-heires 
with Chriſt : ſhall he judge the world? 

ſo ſhall they in ſome ſort : doth he 
breake in pieces the Nations with a rod 
of iron? ſo do they: is he aſcended in- 
to glory ? ſo ſhall they aſcend : There is 
net any whit of his glory , unleſs it be 

that which is utterly incommunicable , 

but they have a touch of it, if I may ſo 

ſpeak: yea and that which is ſo incom- 
municable', redounds to their glory , as 

' you heard before, - 

fs | Thirdly, 


<> ow 26h iid Ee cl thee cc A 4 A 
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"Thirdly ; Beleevers have intereſt in 


. the . offices of Chriſt, Every Saint may 


ſay of Chriſt, he is my Prophet and 
Teacker, he is my Prieſt and reconciler, 
he.is my King and governeur : yea the 
godly have ſuch an intereſt in theſe offi- 
ces of Chriſt, that virtue comes out of 
him to make even them Prophets , ar:d 
Prieſts,and Kings alſo : Prophets in ſome 
meaſitre,to teach themſelves and others, 
Priefts co offer ſpirimall ſacrifices, ac- 
ceptable to God - by Chriſt; 'an« Kings 
to rulgover their own luſts and. corrup- 
tions, - ! A 
Laſtly, Beleevers have alſo intereſt in 
the graces of Chriſt : he, thath hath the 
field , hathalGo the treaſure, that is hid 
In it. It was the greateit conſolation 
and joy, of the Spouſe , that ſhee coufd 
ſay, . ty beloved is mine. All that is in 
Chriſt, a Beleever may oppropriate to 
hyunſelf; he may ſay with unſpeakable 
delight, his riches , his love, his good< 
neſle, his greatreſfle, his power , and all 
that is.his, is mine, /I have intereſt in all 
thoſe, cranſcendent. graces of his; 'his 
mercy, his truth, his promiſes, they are 
all, mine, Now ,this muſt needs: render 
Chriſt very precious , when he is _= 
7x TOR : only 


oy yrs 
-onely in himſelf , whatſoever is excel- 
lent and defirable : but'alfo tlie Saints 
may joſtly challenge and claim” hint for 

"their own: -- ob, "Ted" (4 2 Foo 
I come now to the application of 'the 
Point. © And4arſt of all , i; ffiews us the 
reaſon, why the moſt in'the world do 
deſpiſe Chriſt, and care not for him; 
namely, becauſe they have no faith”; 
[they are infidels and unbeltevers z ard 
therefore they et light by him.” Chriſt 
is very precious ; but it 1&onely to BE- 
'hevegs : worldlings have tio faith ;. and 
Therefore 'Chrilt ſeems-a deſpicable%and 
Worthlefs' thing to them. Now, thac 
They have nofaith, this appears x 
**» Firſt, by thejr ionorance. M 


Aa 


oft h ave 


| of In 
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Hſe t. 


not'ſo 'mnch'as” the theory , or doQri- * 


tal knowledse of Chritt': they are like 

Feſtus,” who rotd Agrigngs that' Pani”'s 
adverſaries had queſtion Wainſt hins con- 

Terniug ohe Feſus, At.25.19.Solet rheſe 

de asked, and they can anſwer nothing 

Truly, nathivg rationally, nothing pun* 
Avally of Cheitt. Chriſt is to them (as 
L:\Sicians ſpeak) an Bidividunm wagum, 
n=:daw homs,' a Certau\ man; one Jefus' 
bur chey for their part ' know little or 
him ; onely they have a'wild hops, tht, 
; Þ M . 


 n6s The provieeſwſ of Chrift | 
.  .jfhebe gaod for any thing, they ſhall 
-bave aſhare1n it, as well as others: and 
E . therefore, Jeſus Chriſt have mercy on us, 
EE x a frequent and high point of their de- 
| -votion.; they have it by tradition to re- 
.ceive Chriſt: but whathe is, ahd how 

mae ours, they know not. W: 
Others-there þe,that have pretty ſtore 
"of knowledggy;i they can reaſon and diſ- 
{courſe of Chriſt diftinly and ſarisfa- 
:Qorily ; but they liave.no experimental 
I knowledge. of him ; they bave nor felt 
, ;the work of. his Spirit upon their hearts 
| they have, not raſted how graciobs. the 
' Lord is ;they may perhaps have a flaſhie 
tcliſh and light caſt of him; ſuch as theirs 
is, of whom the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Heb,6. 
- 4,5. Temporary guſt & apprehenſions 
.of Chrift's ſweetneſs, cauling .j#y for 4 
»hile:; but they do not {it down with 
Chriſt at his Wble to eat even to ſaty- 
ration ( as ] may ſay) /and to make a 
filll meal of his ſpiritual dainties, the 
'beavenly Manna, the marrow of fatne(s : 
neither bave they dwnk, abnndantly ( as 
the charge is,Cantge. 5+ 1. ) of wine oz the 
lees,well refined ont of Chriſt”s wine-cellar. 
In .a word, they . have not a thorough 
and ſaving experience of Chriſt ; though 
| racer 


—— 


ot 


- 


their ak have Gaia ine of him, - 


yer their hearts are {rangers to him :; 


- and therefore they-have no faith ; hey 
that know Chriit's name, will put their 


trw#t 1 hins, Pſal. 9. 10, But theſe know 


it not : they know not the power , they 


know not the, vertue, they know not the 


werth of Chriſt ; neither do they know 
their own miſery without him. And 


what faith can there be, where there js # 
no knowledge ? Knowledge i is ſonece 


fary to.bfeed.and beger faich;that ſome-* 


times it includes faith, and faith bears 


 thenameofit, as Eſa. 53. 11. Byhis 


kyowledg ſhall my righteous ſervant juſt: fie 


aarny : andagain, Not Perung qe own. 
righrrenſneſ s ( ſaith the Apoltie ) which 


\ #5 of the Law, but that which 1s throw 
the faith of Chriſt, the righteouſneſs which 

is of God by faithy; that 1 may know hins, 

and the power of his reſurrettion, Phil 3, 


9, 10, Thats one token then that men 


have no. faith, becauſe they have no 


knowledge, 
. Secondly , It appears by their ſtum- 
bling at Chriit, Chrikt is a fone of. ſtuns- 


bling, and a wok of off ence to the diſobedi- 


ent, as the Apoſtle faich ; and diſobedi- 


ent ones are oppoſed to. belieyers; un- -- 


M 2 belief 
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The pretiouſreſs of Chrit 
belief is the greateſt diſobedience in 
the world ; "tis to make God a liar, and 
it'is the mother and dart of all other 
d{obedience : becauſe men believe not ; 


therefore they ate ſo- vicious,” ſo pro- 


phanie, ſoungodly, and fo diſobedient 
as they are : and therefore it" is that 


Chriſt ſeems ſ6 viſe and fo baſe to them 


as he doth : therefore it is, that they are 
offended with him, and ſtumble athim : 
overmuch haſt makes a man to ſtumble : 
now the Prophet: ſaith, that he which 
belitveth ſhall not make haſt. Ela. 28. 16, 
Had the Fews believed, they had never 
ſtumbled at Chritt ; his poverty and de- 
preſſed condition had never-been any 


fFcandal ro:them ; but they not belie- 


ving, looked for a Saviour and a Meſſias 
that ſhonld come in the riches , in the 
glory, in the pomp aſd magnificence 
of an earthly Monarch ; which when 
It failed, they were offended, and ſaid, 
We will not have this man' to reigh-over 
#5, The Prophet Eſay brings forth car- 
val-people ſpeaking thus -of Chriſt ; 
He heh no farm, nor comlineſs, and when 
we hall {ee hinr;there ts 0 beanty, that we 
Jhponld defire hin, Chap. 53.2-This is not 


meant of the bodily viſage"and counte- 


nance 


- | "fo, Believers. 
nance of Chriſt; but of the ſtrt& laws 
of his Kingdom, and of the hard terms 
upon which he offers himſelf : he tells 
men, that if they Will be-his followers, 
and will have him for a Saviour, then 
they mylt deny: themſelves, renounce 
their own wilsf take up his Croſs, fufr 
fer mocks and reproaches, bonds and 
impriſonment, be hated and perſecuted 
in the world, ' and xelift even to bloud s 
and loſs of life, if need be. Theſe are the 
termes & conditions upon which Chritt 
offers himſelf :' and. theſe are very un- 
{avory, molt cannot reliſh them,, they 
will zor down :: Chritt is very offenfive 
beins.ſo tendred ; without formgwith- 
out comlineſs, without beauty, ai:miolt 
nauſeous and loathſome objet, Now 
where it is thn, it is evident, that men 
have no faith ;- a man will not relt or 
rely upon that, which be hath no good 
concelt of. pF -, 18 
Thirdly , Ir appears to be ſo alſo, 
when 'men 'do not improve -Chrift. 
True faith. is a growing thing , and 
makes all other graces to grow ; it is not 
idle and lazie, but ative and advancing, 
and till prefing forward. What is 
ground, if not.goodded and manured ? 
| M 3 What 
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The precrouſueſs of  Chrit - 
What is a Ship, if not rigged, and ſent 
to-Sea 2 What is a trade, if not driven, 
and made uſe of > So what is Chrift, if 
not working, not ating, not improved 
in us? What is his incarnation, death, 


reſurreRion, interceſſion, it we receive 
no vertues or vigorous: impreſs, no ac, 


ceſſion or augmentation-from them ? 


The buſineſs of Chritt in a ſoul is not 


4 matter of words and names, as Ga/lo 
thought : but it'is a work.of the higheſt 
and greateſt concernmentz: that can be ; 
The aims of it are above all created ex- 
cellencies: and therefore where it is true 

andnot.fained,, it is ever in agitation, - 
ever girding forward to. the mark, ever 
building, ever running, ever growing : 
if not ſo, -it- is manifeſt that men have 
nofaith : and if they have no faich, jt 
is nowonder , ' that they ſhould deſpiſe ' 
, Fourthly, When a man is careleſs 
andregardlefs of the thirigs, of Chrilt , 
this is /alſo - an 'argument of: a: faithleſs 
and unbelieving ſoul, Phz/, 2. 20, 21. 
re Apoltle oppoſes Timorhy(whom elſer 
where he commends for his unfained 
faith ) unto ſuch careleſs ones ; / have 
0 nan like minded ( ſaith he ) whowll 
F3E 'F vatrrally 


* 


''*" to Believers, 

naturally care for your Ftate'; for all ſeek: 
their own, and not the things which ar 1 
ſus Chrift”s, Buc how-doth he mean it ? 
Did T:mothy care for the Philipprans as a 
 naturalman? No; but as one that was 
by faith” implanted into Jefus Chriſt, 
and ſo had a'new nature: and by the' 
motions and inclinations of that new 
nature, he did as indearedly and affeRj> 
onately tender the good ate of the 
Philippians, as parents do naturally care 
for their children. By this Antitheſis 
\ then, or oppolition, it appears, that 
thoſe who ſought their own privacies, 
and not the things of Jeſus Chriſt, had' 
no fairh, They might perhaps, and did-' 
in all likelihood make profetiion of the 
faith : 'bur not regarding the communi- 
ty and publike good of the Saints, it is 
evident, that all their Religion was but 
a vain and empty flouriſh, a meer ſhuk 
or ſhadow, without heart, without life, 
without truth and ſ1bſtance ob grace : 
| had they. been truly of the body of 
Chriſt, they would have had more pub- 
like ſpirits, and conſidered others, as 
well as themſelves : So writes: the Apo= 
tle; The members bave the ſame care one 
fer another, 1 Cor. 12. 25, And this was 
| M 4 ' by 
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chixgs ( ſaith'he.)- xot ſeeking mire own 
woſs but the profit of many, that. they may 


. 
3 


be javed, x Cor. 10..latt. And in rfte very : 


2 . 


20 waar ſhould ſeek. bis own, but every man 
axothers wealth, 1 confeſs, that both 
theſe ſayings of his do offer fame hold 
for cavil and - exception : as. where he 
faith, that he pleaſed x11 men in all things , 
it may ſeem thar he was then a flatter- 
er, and a time-ſeryer ; but'yet we mutt 
vot-ſo underſtand it; for he intends ity 
no queſtion, of his care not to give of- 
fence to any, as 'appears by the con- 
text. And again whereas lic ſaith, Ler 
7:0 man ſeck his,own., but every man ano- 
hers wealth; ,we. mult not conceive, 
thathe doth enjoyn, ſelf-neglett ; bur 


{ame COONS NE: "phi in precept, that 


onely he gives a charge againſt ſelf-love, 


ro-wit, -that no man ſhould ſo ſeek his 


own, ' as wholly ro neglect the benegic, 
of: others, ang eſpecially their ſpiritual ., 


beneht :. yet thuxjt-is with many in the 
world, wha ',notwithitandins make a 
glorious ſhew of better things :.lerthe 


_ caufeof Chriſt, -ler his. Church and p20- 


ple-fink or ſwim): tis aJl- one to. them; - 


like Ga//iq they Garg for no ſugh matcers, 
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The preciouſneſs.of. Chriſt 
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that the Arke of God. was taken ; but / 
Saints: 


come' td theſe , and it, pever-tropbles' 
them: they will make ſome ſhew of ſor-.__ 
row witlt their tongues x but. there'js not . 


a whit in their hearts. Now certainly.,- 
here can be no ſaith, Tis the right guiſe 


of Infidels ,. to call the Church an ogr- ” 
caFt, and fo ſay , 7 his is Zion, whom 10 - 


man ſeckath after, Jcr.30.17. — 
c« Foſephus * writes, that So/omon was 


< not ſo- intent and earneſt in building 


% 


« of his own palace, as hewas inthe. 


cc ruure of the Temple . becauſe the 


* Antipu; 
lib. 8. c.2, 


«* ane, was, for-God ; but the other for _ 


«Kings.. Clean contrary to which was 


the praQice of thoſe , that dwelt in their * 


ſeeled houſes, and let the houſe of God lie 


wait, 28.1,4, Doubtleſſe, where there . 


is ſuch lighting of God, and of his peo». 


ple, and ſuch intenlive care of private 
concernments , there can be no faith; 
As a man belceves, ſo he cares for the 
chinss of Chriſt. ; 
Fifrly., When men procraſtinate and 
delay their ſeeking of Chriſt, putting off 
this great and neceſſary work from day 
to day z Siving the prime, the MOrIDgs 
an 
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The prectouſneſs of Chreff 
andthe virginity 'of cheir affections (as 
1 may ſay ) toche world , proſtituting 
their precious ſouls to ſuch baſe;, vile, 
and worthleſs things : this is alſo a iign 
of a _faithleſs heart, and conſequently, 
that Chriſt :is little ſe&@by, Te cannot 


| ferve God and Manmon , ſaith our Savi- 


our, Mat.-6.24. Mammon'is a Rabinical 
word, ſignifying pleaty' of riches and 
wordly wealth : ſome ſay it.coines from 
NON, a multitude - now' as Beleevers dj- 
lating upon. the copious theme of «the 


 love'of Chriſt, do as it wereloſe their 


hearts and affe&tions in the bottomleſs 
depth of ſis unſearchable riches and 
grace : ſo worldlings do in like 'man- 
ner ingurgitate and drown. their ſpirits 


in the endlefs and unſatiable delire-of 


worldly riches and pleaſures : and when _ 
they thus ſerve Mammos , how can they 

do the worke of God, to beleewveor him, 

whons he hath ſent > The 1uSt of the fleſh, 
the Iuft of the eyes, andthe pride of life, 
that is, the inordinate delire of earthly 
pleaſures , and riches , "and bonours ; 
theſe are of the world , as the Apoſtle 
ſaith: and we all know , that the world 
and the Elect are e regione ( as wee ſay ) 
diametrically oppolite- and contrary one 


J 


\ 0 Believers; + 

to the other ; and if ſo, then certainly 
where there are thoſe luſts ang inordi- 
nate delires , there can be no faith ; for: 
faith- is proper to-the;EleR ; and there- 
fore: it is called the faith of God's Elet, 
Tit. 1.1, Neither will it ſerve the; rurn 
for-men to ſay within themſelves, - as 
many do', that-there will be time 
nough to ſeek Chriſt hereafter: for the 
preſent. it will be bett ro follow after 
pleaſures, and to purſue the world ; 
when gray haires, and old age comes , 
| then 'twill be rathe enough to look af- 
ter God, after Chriſt, after grace ;. cer- 
tainly , this is a Moſt deſperate reſoluti- 
on ; for. know afſuredly , that though 
* many ſeem to ſeek Chriſt in thetwi- 
light (as I may ſay) and evening of their 
lives; yet in the upſhot and cloſe of all 
he is not found : though men ſeem to 
leave their ſinnes , when they be*old ; 
yet for the moſt part, it is not ſa; but 
rather-{inne leaves them ; for were they 
young and lufty, as they have beenythey 
would be- as forward to attit, as ever. 
Now where there is no ſeeking,, nor re- 
ceiving of Chriſt, there cannot be any 

faith at all, | : 
- Sixtly » When men can ſit down con- 
wy | tented 
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tented and farisfied without Chriſt, ne+ 
ver miſs, him'; | nevet feele:the want of 
him:,' this doth 'alſo argue a ſtare of 
unbelief. ' Every true' Beleever - makes 
Chriſt the center and reit of his ſoul. 
All things tend naturally to their: pro- 
per place, as light rhings upward , and 
heavy things downward ; ſo the nature 
of faith is to flie-upunto Chriſt , who. is 
(as is may ſay) the boſome of perfect reſt 
ard repoſe, Thofethat have been moſt 
eminentfor faith ,*- could never endure }- 
the abſence of "Chriſt -* they have till. 
borneir very impariently , very eagerly 
and diſcontentedly. The Cliurch pro- 
feſſes her ſelfe to be /icks of owe for him, 
Cantic. 2. 5. Davids ſoul panted after 
hin, as the hanted #r chaſed Hart doth af- 
ter the- water-brooks, : And the people of 
God ſay , Thedeſire bf ' onr ſoul 1s to thy 
Name, and to the remembrance of thee. 
With my ſoule have t deſired thet'in the 
PT1 'ght, yea, with my ſpirit within mee will 
[eck thee early, Eſa.26,8.9. Now , 1] muſt. 
tell you, that is was faitly > which cauſed 
ſich love ſickneſs in the Spouſe, ſuch 
pantins and thiriting in David, and ſuch 
ſoul-deiires', ſach inceſlant {eekins of 
Chriſt in thoſe godly ones , that 'we 
Ts | read 


0 tb Belbevers; 
reade of: Give me children, or elſe dyes 
ſaid (Rachel : ſo certainly nothing can 
quiet and content the mind 'of a Belee- 
ver:, but union and. communion with 
Chriſt. It argues then a dead, dark, 
a hopeleſs; a faithleſs condition , when 
the 'foul can go whole ' months and 
years., pleaſing it ſelf with rattles and 
toys, as 1 may ſay ; and never labour fot 
ſweet intercqurſe or commerce with 
Chrift : at the very beſthere can be na 
better, than a divided eſteem of Chriſt, 
 which' is nothing' worth When the 
heart is divided between Chriſt and the 
world > there is -alwates a diſproportion : 
the - world hath moſt , and Chriſt leaſt : 
yea even then, when Chriſt ſeems-ro 
have 'moſt ;' yet it" is but occaſionall : _ 
dangers, fears ,' the (lick bed, a ſpirit'of . 
bondage , ſtings of conſcience ;' and the 
like,*may perhaps make-Chrift moſtre- 
liſhable for-a ſpirt ; but wher thefir or 
ſtor is over, - and God gives refpit; 

, then the heart is hardened like Pharaohs, "My 
and there is a returning with rhe' dogg ©. ** 
to'his womet ," and with the waſhed Sew to © 
wallowing againe inthe mire It is poſſible 
for a'man to efteem: of. Chriſt meerly 
for eaſe; he would- be freed from ar'- 

0 gSuiſh, 
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, The prectaufnef#\. of. Chriff . 
gSuifh, but not from-tinne ; he-wonld be: 
eaſed of the burden of ſinne, I'.niean 
thoſe horrors , and terrors, and wounds , 
and affrightments , which ic workes : he 
would be delivered from pain, and the 
hell of {1pne , bur he cares not to be pur- 
ged from the impurity and filthineſle of | 
it. - Now. where Chriſt is welcome and 
accepted onely for fuch-an end, as'this , 
truly he counts himſelte to be but little 
fet by : ſach an efteemeof Chriſt is . bur 
an occalionall eſteem of him , a divided 
eſteem, and a diſproportionable eſteem, 
which he doth nothing. eiteem of :- and 
it declares a ſoul quite deſtitvre of faith: 
and-Chriſt cannot be precious where 
there is no faith. | 
Secondly , Hereis diſcover'd to us a © 
fit obje& whereupon to ſpend the mar- 
—_— our belt affetions ; wee ſhould 
labour to place all aur ſweet affections 
that-are to be exerciſed upon good , |'as 
love, jay, and-delight, upon this love- 
deſerving objetChrift. Ir- is' pirty we 
ſhould loſe ſo much of our affeRions, as 
we. do'. upon worldly things : - when'we 
ſuffer-a pure ſtream to run through a 
dirty channel} ,: our: affetions ro run.af- 


loſe 


loſe our affeRions, and they become un- 
profitable unto us. 


alike in all the Saints , fome are more , 
and. ſome leſs inter five in their love to 
Chrift, Weeall know, chat in thenatu- 
rall body , there is not ſo much ſtrength 
in a finger , as there is in the arm : ſoin 
the mylticall body gf Chriſt , the meme 
bers have not all of them the like meas 
ſures, and abilities of grace. And it is 
poſſible alſo to ſleep ſpiritually , while 
the heart, that is ro ſay, thelife and in- 
Moſt affgftion of the ſoul, is waking. 
1 ſleep (ſaith the Spouſe) . but my heare 
wakech , Cant.s 2. The meanios is, that 
ſhe was ſomewhat ſecure, and kept.not 
"that watch againit the pleaſures of this 
life ,. and the baits of this world,,. as ſhe 
ſhould do : and yer her heart was up- 


right till. So the wiſe Virgins ſlumbred 


and ſlept,as well as the fooliſh, Mat.25. 
5. And yet they had ole zn their Lamps, 
and were ready to go in with the bride- 
room. 7 he ſpirit may be williny, when 
= fleſh 13 weak,, as our Saviour faith. 
|Nevertbleſs, it were to be wiſhed ,, that 
every childe of God had heavenly. affe- 
ions. in him at the beight , and ike an 

Fe: arrow 


. P " Y 4 _— 
. a Os, 
c I 7s ? 
f 3 4 4 4; 
. j 4 1 
. E ; 


I confeſs, that the love of Chriſt ts not 


© ona" 
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arrow drawn up to the head : "Ahtd we 


mult rake heed, that our pufilliry and 


"dwarfiſhnefle 'in them do not flow from 


4 vicio's and adalcetate love 2: love of 


the world, love of eaſe;love of any thing 
mort, than Chriſt. Many of Gods dear 
ones are not without ſome tin&ure of 
this; they have, atit were, fits ofit ſome- 


times , as we may ſ& by thoſe excuſes, 


'which the Spotſe'miakes, when Chriſt 
+14 knock ar the door of her heart for 
' entrance; have put off: my coar(faith'ſhe) 
"It ſhall [pur it on? 1 bave waſhed my 


Fett”, how ſhall I defile them > Gant. 5,3. 
*Tis'a Merzphor*taken from” thoſe that 
ire'gone to bed, and aretoath to riſe for 
any: mins pleaſure : , and the meaning 
may'be this; that ſh2 had now ſhaken 
off many fears and- troubles ;" ſhe was 
free from perſecution, & delivered from 
or ne WEE Os PT OT = AR THE | 
many: afMitions' and 'miſeries' former! 
endured ; her had tow thrown! theſe 
thinss, 45 one'sving to bed dothhis gar- 
ments;ſh&e had Wafhr them off: as ih the 
Faſter Countries travailers were wont 
to, with off the'ſoile'of their feet , when 
they* went to theix reſt ; | and (hE 'was 
mg inthe bed offleſhlyeaſe andworld-= 
VYy cotttentmentzloath to diſreſt age 
ING oath 


$ 
\ 


to Believers; 

loath to-riſe, and to be pincht with cold 
again, loath to ſer her feet into the dirc 
ot former ſufferings:though in hex heart 
The preferr'd Chriſt above all, yet ſo 
ſweet were thoſe earthly accommoda- 
tions, that ſhe would ratheet forbear 
interceurſe wich him for a while, than 
loſe her ſhare.in them. Thus it was with 
her : but this was a naughty temper, 
and*coſt her dear to be purg'd of it. 
The true and healchful temper of the 
ſonl is, when Ciritt is a joy to us, even 
in the abſence and want of all othes 

things ; when we can ſay with the Pro- 
phet ; Although the fig-rre# ſhall not bloſ 
fom , neither ſhall fruit be in the wines R 
the labour of the o1rve ſhall fail ; and the 
fields ſhall yee!d no meat ; the flock ſhall be 
ent off from the fold ; aud there ſhall be no 
herd in the ſtalls . yet 1 will rejoyce in the 
Lord, I will joy inthe God of my ſalvation, 
Habac. 3. 17, 18. | 

Thirdly, This may diſcover unto us, 
what ſingular effects the excellency of 
Chriſt have upon the hearts of Belie- 


vers; and how eminently their afteftions 


are drawn out toward him. We may 


judg of our eſteem by oitr affections, 
and chiefly by che affe&tion of love.' 
N Love 


Fiioas 
's | 
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Po 2978 The prectauſneſs of. Chrih 
= Loveis the height of our efteem, and 
I there arein it theſe three adts, or efteQts, 
l VIBSo 

- 1. Complacency, or well-pleaſedneſs, 
2, Delire of union, or enjoyment. | 

.. 3. Benevolence, or good will. 

Firſt, Complacency, or well-gjeaſed- 
| neſs, beins referred to Chriit, is an af- 
feion. whereby we do approve and 
like of all that is in him , reſting in his 
| Soodneſs, as inthe moſt lovely and de- 


FICidabacy To.” 


tircable object in the world. T hy love is | 
better,thau wine ( ſaith the Church ) be- 
cauſe of the ſavour of thy good o11:tments , 


thy name ts as oint ment porwyred forthzthere- | 

4 fore do the V, :r gins leve thee,Cant. I. 2434 |) 

| This Scripture ſhews what a plealing and |. 
delightful objeRt, Chriſt. is to a believ= 


ins foul. . What more acceptable to 
taſt, than fragrant wine? Chriſt is far 
more toa Believer. What more plea- 
ſins to the ſmell, than ſweet ointments 
of an exquilite compolition? Chriſt is 
the ſame, and far ſweeter to the heart of 
a believer. The judgment the Church 
bath of rhe love of Chriſt is, that it far 
excells all the pleaſures and delights of 
the world, ſynecdochically lignified by 
vine, one pleaſant ſpecies or kind or 
05 o 


"> F@ Believers, '. 
aſl the reſt : and bis Name, that is; the 


Te 6h." 


knowledye of him, by preachitg of the. 


Goſpel, is powred out like odoriferous 
ointment, to the unſpeakable delight of 
the Saints, drawing and ravifhing the 
minds of them that hear ir, as virgins 
are drawn with the offer of ſome lovely 
Match, Now where Chriit is ſuch a 
pleaſing andaelightfull objet © where 
the ſenſes 'of the ſoul are ſo exceeding- 
ly take: with his fweetnels ; where there 


is ſucha torall acquieſſeace in Chriſt , 


and ſuch a full, abſolute, and univerſal 
reſting in him ;' it is moſt evident and 
undeniable, that there cannor but be 
high and worthy eſteem of him.” The 
beſt of Gods Sairits aad ſervants: have 
liked of Chril, coming with a frown , 
as well as with a {mile, witha rod, as 
well as with tender and ſweet embra- 


cings: though there hath been ſoate re-. 


lucancy in tkefſtſh, and averſenels #1 
nature : yet tothe New Man within, to 
the ſanified and regeneratepart,Chriſt 
hath been ever welcome, however re- 
preſented, and in what ſhape foever he 


hath offered himſelf. Indeed Chrift 


hiding, and abſenting himſelf, Ecclip- 
fing his light, and.withdrawins his com- 
N 2 fors 
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fort fromthe foul ; this hath ever been 
bitter awd unſavory to the Saints, and 
never could they bear it with any pati- 
ence ; becauſe they thought: Chriſt to 
be urterly loſt and gone : they thought 
Chriſt ro be no Chriſt : but in etaer 
things , though never ſo tart and un- 
pleaſant, Chriſt hath been acceptable 
enough : Lord, zf it be thou (ſaith Peter) 
bid me come unto thee on the water ; ſoit is 
with the Saints, they refuſe not to ven+ 
ture eyen upon the boiſterous water t6 
50 unto Chritt : Chriſt js welcome to 
them upon any terms : ſcourging and 
whipping Chriſt, as well as ſtroaking 
and embracing Chriſt, When Sane! 
told E/; of judgements'to come upon 
his family; {tr 35 the Lord (faith he) /er 
him do what ſeemeth hins good, 1 Sam. 3, 
18, If it be the Lord that doth it; it is 
no matter, I will bearie, 'So David, / 
Wasdumb ard opened not my momh, be- 
cauſe thin didſt it. And Fob; Shall we re- 
cerve gyod at the hard of God, and ſhall we 
zot recervegpil? As who ſhould fay, Gad 
ſhall be wEeigome to me any Low, bring- 
ins 500d, or Btiggins evil. Yea, even 1n 
ſpiritual deſertions, when Chriſt hideth 


-#-- his face, and veileth himſelf from the 


foul, 


[ 


"SATY ” * #0 Bell po þ | 
Tonl, the Saints are enough wel-plea- 
ſed in him ; though the tentatioa 'be 
Full of amarulency and bitterneſs : yet 
in Chriſt himſelf there is abundant 
ſweetneſs and fatisfation : hence was 
that reſolution of Fob , rchongh he kill 
we, yet 1 will truft in him. Hence alſo it 
is, that the children of God , though 
they walk in darkneſs, and have no 
Light at all, yet chey will truſt in the 
name of the Lord, and ſtay themſelves 


upon theip God, ſata 50. 10. 


Though ſome weak ones doubt: of 
this and call it into queſtiongand there. 
fore are ſometimes 1n fits of deſpair ; 
yet the more exercitate of the Saints; 
thoſe among them , that are as beat- 
ea and tried ſouldiers, that cannot be 
beaten off from the comfortable appre- 
henſfion of it : and therefore in the 
depth of darkaeſs and tentation, when 
Chritt hides and: turns away his lo- 
vins countenance , they reſolve to wait 
for betrer times: I will wait upon the 
Lord , that hideth his face frem the 
houſe of Facob, and I will look for 


him, 1ſaiah 8. 17. and notable to this 


purpoſe is that of F»>: Behold 1 go for- 
ward , bt he is not thrre s, and backya d, 
N 3 but 
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The prectquſneſcof, Chriff - | 
but I eanxot percerve him ; on the left hand 
whe cc he doth work, but { cannot behold 
h:m; he hideth himſelf ox the right hand, 
tha: I caunce ſee him. Job doth not ſpeak 
thus in reſpe& of the invilible. eſlence 
of God; . but in reſpe& of comfortable 
revelations « God hid his cheerfull and 
loving face from him | that which way 
ſoever he-tyrn'd himſelf he could nog 
behold it. * Well, but what doth Fob in 
this caſe? doth he deſpond? doth he 
let go his hold, .and give.over his hope 3 
no,, but he holds taſt ſtill , he likes 
Chriſt wgll enough Riſl ; he kyoweth 
(ſaith he) che way that 1 take ; & when he 
bath tried me, 1 ſhall come forth, like gold, 
Fob. 33s 8,9, 10, Job had ( as the Apo- 


file ſpeaks) duce Thy &fiv ofv9yTugio ye- | 


YHIROuNNE,, by reaſon of a habit , or 
perfeRion,he had bis ſenſes well exerciſed, 
or (chool'd, as the word fignifieth ,he was 
a man of experience, and experience wor- 
keth hope , as the Apoſtle ſaith : and 
therefore in the depth and bottom of 
all his miſery Chritt was a_ Light, a 
ſtay , ' and a comfort to him, Now 
whence is it, that the Faith and graces 
of the Saints are ſo impresnable? 
whence is it that their hope 1s ſo inde- 

| fatigable 


þ 


| 
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fatigable and never out of 'breatly? 
whence -is it, that no ſtorms or tem- 
peſt of tentation can break their ſpj- 


rits, and make them give out, but from 
that complacency and well pleaſedneſfs, 


from that exceeding ſwavity and ſweet- 


neſs, that they find in Chriſt > ſo that 
let him preſent himſelf, how. he will, 
they are never offended , as to flie off 
from him , and togive him the lip for 
ever. A bundle of Myrrhe ( ſaith the 
Church) :s my b:loved unto me : he 
: ſhall lie all mgh1 betwixt my breſts Cant. 
1. 13. AMAfyrrhe is very (weet of ſmell , 
and /eniter amara, meanly , or ſome- 
whar bitter in taſt, ay the »atwraliſ 
writeth : ſo is Chriit in this world a 
kind of a bitter-ſweet unto his” Saints : 


but yer his ſweetneſs doth ( as I may 
ſay) ſwallow up all his bitterneſs :' his. 
bitterneſs is in the lowelt degree; buthis 
ſweetneſs in the ſuperlative: ſo' that 


33+ 6 "bay 
> 103 - 


let his difpenſations be what they will, - 


his Saints are never weary of him : yea 


they take pleaſure in infirmities, in re- 
proaches, in neceſſities, in perſecutions, 
in diſtrefles for his fake : and when 


they be weak in themſelves, then they 


are ſtrong in him, and more than Con- 
| N 4 qQuerours, 
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.querours, as the _—_ ſaith.” 


 Toconclude, ſuch is the force of that 
leaſantneſs and lovelineſs, - that is in 


Eecik , that neither the ſhame of his 


own poverty and croſs, nor his com- 
ming to ſet fire in the earth , holding 
forth ſuch a Doarine, as| makes wick- 
ed men rage like Devils, and makes his 
pwn people to be in the midſt of fears 
and troubles , and Chriſt himſelf hide- 
ing his face and love from them : ſuch 
I'fay, is the force of his pleaſantneſs 
and gmiableneſs, that none of theſe 
bitter things could ever make the Diſci- 
ples of Chrift weary of their profeſſi= 
60, or cut off the race and ſucceflion of 
them. | 

There is a remarkable paſlage to this 
purpoſe © in Foſephxs* ; Ar that time, 
<* ſaith he ( meaning when P:/ate was 
© Governour)was Jeſus, a wiſe man; if it 
« be lawfull to call him a man : for he 
« was the performer of divers admi- 
© rable works, and the inſtructor of 
* thoſe, who willingly entertain the 
<« tritth. And hedrew unto him divers 
< Fews, ani Greeks to be his follow- 
© ers: this was Chriſt ; who being ac- 


& cufed by the Princes of our- Nation 
| © before 


'' to Believers, © _ 
* before Pi/ate , and afterward cons 
* demned to the croſs by him ; yetdid 
*not thoſe, who followed him from 
* the beginning , forbear to love him 
* for the ignominy of his death : for 
© he appeared unto them alive the third 
* day after, according as the Divine 
© Prophet had before teſtified the ſame, 
6 and divers ofher wonderfull things of 
« him. And from that time forward the 
&« race of Chriſtians , who have derived 
<« their name from him , hath' never 
« ceaſed. ESD 
Here you ſee what an honourable 
teſtimony this Few , that was no Chri- 
ſian, gives of Chriſt and his Diſciples - 
ſo precious and delirable was he not- 
withitanding his ſuffering , notwithtan- 
ding- all the ſhame and trouble that 
came upon his followers for him, that 
they never would forſake him , neither 
could the generations of them be rooted 
out of the Earch unto this day. This 
is my beloved, and this is my friend 6 
daughters of Fernſalems. 
Secondly, from complacency, or wel- 


_ pleaſedneſs flows another thins in love , 


21z,a4ctire of union,or enjoym=r, When 
the ſoul eyes a tempting or tickling ob- 
| jets 


| Molins, 


The prectenſieſs of Chrit 
Je, as I may ſayzit preſently covets the - 
poſſeſſion and fruition of it :- there is 
by and- by a kind of claſping or-clo- 
ſing with it, or a ſtrong appetition of pes 
culiarity , or private Intereſt. Whence 
it is that the Freach Divine writeth 
thus of love. «© Love (faith he) is that 
<& print of our ſpirits, whereby it join- 
&« ethit ſelf unto objes, That which 
<« js weight in heavy things , love is the 
& yery ſame in our ſoules : for as weight 
* moveth earthly bodies towart! the 
& place of their reſt : ſo lovemoveth our 
 < ſoules toward that obje&, which pro- 
© miſeth reſt and contentment. - Now 
Believers highly efteeming Chriſt , de- 
fire nothing more than the poſſeſſion and 
enjoyment of Chriſt, Now Chriſt is en« 
joyed.. 
In his Ordinances. 
- In his ſecretand ſweet appza- 
rances to the ſoul, and in his perſonal 
refence, | 
Firſt, Chriſt is enjoyed in his Ordi- 
nances, The Ordinance is ( as I (aid be- 
fore) a walk wherein Chriſt is wont 
to meet with his people : a Beleever 
therefore doth with great delight and 
ltudy put himſelfe npon that way , = 
. ” Wb. 


+: fo Believers, 
he may enjoy Chriſt in it, But 
Secondly, Chriſt 'is enjoyed jn his 
ſecret and ſweet appearances to . the 
ſoul. What are all holy Ordinances, 
but dead and heart-leſs things without 
ſuch revelations ? . | 
Fob tells us of Ordinances of Heaven: 
and feremiah in like manner of the Or- 
dinances of the Sun, of the Moon , and 
of the Starrs : theſe are naturalt Ordi- 
nances : but to what purpoſe werethey; 
if this inferiour world $a not partake 
of their light and heat, and ſweet in- 


- fluence? Wee read alſo of Politick and 


Judiciall Ordinances , which God con- 
Rituted and ſer in the common-wealth 
of 1ſrae! ; ' but to what purpoſe were 
theſe likewiſe, or what benefit could an 
Iſraelite reap by them, if he lived in 
ſuch corrupt and lawleſs times , - that 
he could not have them adminiſtred ? fo 
what are all heavenly and ſacred Ordi- 
nances to a Beleever; if he find not” the 
vertue, the life, and the power of them » 
enjoying Chrift in the Ordinance, and 
finding an influence. of his ſpirit and 
grace flowing in upon his ſoul ? As 
there is a deſire in a Beleever to» commu- 
vicate his heart unto Chriſt, . ſo Chriſt 
commu*: 
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The preciouſueſs of Chrif# 
communicates his grace unto a Beleev- 
ers heart. Chriſt as a' Fountain, 
ſends forth his ftreames of comfort and 
Joy : and as a Sun , ſends forth his 
Slorious beames of grace and love intg 
a Beleevers ſoul. Now a Beleever doth 
account prayer , preaching, Sacraments, 
and all other means of his ſouls wel- 
rare to be nathing ; -unleſs the Spirit 
of Chriſt comply with them, flowing 


in upon the ſoul with ſuci heart-ra- 


viſhing diſcoveries of his grace , as no 
tangne can poſſibly exprefle. Hence it is, 
that a Beleever ſets open the windoiwes 
of his ſoul, deliring that Chriſt may 
ſhine into it, with the bright and glori- 
ous beams of his grace and favour ; 
bur if Chriſt eclipſe and hide himſelfe 
from the ſoul, there is nothing bur 
darkneſs and complaining , ſorrow and 
mourning, and noreſt atall;; untill che 


. miſt be diſpelled , and the cloud blowen 


— 


over ,' and the day-ſtarre ariſe in the 
heart again'; untill Chriit come and 
refreſh the ſoul. with new ſupplies of 
revelations. The Church never left off 
ſeeking Chriſt ; untill: ſhe had. found 
him ; rill the King had brousht her 


| Lt his bed-chamber b) and into the ban- 


queting= 


to Believers, 

quetigg-houſe , and imparted ſome of 
his love unto her. Oh how precious is 
'that ſweet and ſecret communion, which 
a Beleever enjoyes with Chriſt } 61 
what a delight is it to fit under Chritts 
ſhadow, and to enjoy him in ſuch a 
way, as this is ? 

- "Thirdly, Chriſt is enjoyed in his per- 
ſonal preſence at his ſecond coming. 
The Saints are deſcribed to be ſuch, as 


long and look for Chriſts appearing, 


1 Cor. I, 7. jou come behind in no gift 


. (faith the Apoſtle) waiting for the tom- 


zng dro du llv,revelation of Jeſus Chriſt, 
It is called the revelation of Chriſt , be- 
. cauſe the glory-and Majefty of Chriſt 
it now hid ; but then his brightneſs 
ſhall appear and be manifeſted , for he 
ſhall come in ' the clouds and great 


glory. And the Apoſtle ſaith in 1 7 heſſ 


2. 10, that Chr: ſhall be glorified in bis 
Saints, and admired in all them that be- 
lieve , that is, the Saints ſeeing theme 
ſelves to ſhine as..the Starrs for evers- 
more, and to be made conformable to 
the slorious body of Chriſt , they ſhall 
infinitely admire his grace and Mercy 
uftto them. - Hence. it1s,Believers wait 
for the conſolation of the ſecond com- 

| ing 
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The preclouſneſt of Chrif 
19s of Chriſt, 'as they did for thg con- 
folation 'of his firſt coming'; {becauſe 
here rhey receive good in promiſe | but 
then they ſhall receive it in the fruit of 
the promiſe : here they receive the firſt 


' Fitites of his Spirit,- then a full harveſt 


of joy and bleſlednefs : | here they ſee 
Chriſts glory at a diftance , and through 
the-latteſs , but then in the luſter and 
brightneſs of it; 'Chrifſt is the object 
of a Believers affeftions, and nothing 
but, fruition will give” hit ſatisfaction : 
his heart is never atreſt ,' untill ir come 
to his proper place of reft and- repoſe ; 
a3reeable to'thatof the Father , fecrſts 
08 'Domine all tt, & inquiettim ef cor 
woſtrum donec requieſcit 11 te ,  thow haſt 
made vs 6 Lord for thy ſelf, and 6nr 
heat isnever atreſt, till irreſt jn thee, 
Now whence is It, that a Believer de- 
fires to enjoy Chriſt in hjs Ordinance 
m'tliat ſweet and fecret communion, in 
his perſonal preſence. - but from 'this 
tove of union : when he ſees ſuclt a glo- 
fious 6bje, as Chriſtis , he delires to 
claſpe and cloſe with it. 

Thirdly , from'complacericy ', | or 
wel-pleaſednefle, and from union and 
enjoyment flowes# third thing in love ,- 

1 Vit, 


c | : 'To. Belteueys; | | 
2%. Benevolence or c$00d-will, Bene- 
yolence being referred to Chriſt ,'is an 
affection whereby wee; do,yeeld -our 
ſelves wholly unto. him, deliring his 
name- may be glorified by us. - The 
Saints cannot properly conferr- any ef- 
ſential goodneſs, or glory upon Chriſt , . 
but onely make an agnition and ac- 
- knowledgement - thereof. Can a mar 
(ſaith Job ) he profitable unto God ,- 15 it 
any Meare to the Almighty, that than arc 
righteous 5 Job 22,2. that is, if 4mM 
were -jult and holy, yet he could not 
profit God or add avy joy and delight 
unto him. Again in Pſalm 16, 3. Thos 
art my Lord (ſaith David ) my goodneſs 
extendeth mot to thee : that is , I cannot 
enlarge and enrich God ; but (faith he) 
to the Saints on Earth z in whom 1s my 
delight ; that is, as for thoſe that. bear 
thy . ftamp and fuperſcription. upon 
them, I will entertain with my goods :' 
thus we way wiſh well to Chriſt in his 
members. 

Again, this love of benevolence doth 
carry and contain in it a willingneſs 
to yield all obedience unto Chriſt. He 
that loves Chrilt freely , cannot but ſtu- 
dy to pleaſe him in all things , and -uy 
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The preciouſnifs of Chrif - . _ 
like unto him , x Foh. 4.17. And hethat 
keepeth his word-,, in him is the love of 
God perfeR, I Joh.2.5. | 

Love 1s the condeſcending' to the 


loweſt ſervice, it is impullive and con- 


ftrainins, it bath a ſweet kind of vic- 
lence to-'draiv the heart of a Believer 
unto the obedience of Chriſt : ſo ſaith 
the-Apoftle , the /ove of. Chriſt conſtrains 


us, 2Cor. 5.15, AndſoinCart, 8:6. 


Love 1s ſtrong as death, and Jealonſy 1s 
ehutl as the grave, Thatis, love is that 
ſtrons affeion which cannet be ſubdu- 
ed by trouble or tentation 5 it 1s as 
ſtrong :as death : the hearr ( as ſome 
ſay )4s primmm vivens, © ultimum mor!- 
ex, the firſt living, aod laſt dying, and 
therefore all the vitals of the body 
draw to the heart, and unite there ; 
whence it is a man' gives/ ſuch ftirong 
plunges at his death', becauſe his 
ftrensth' is united : ſo love doth unite 
all. the affeRions of a Believer drawins 
them forth to a& for Chriſt :* and for 
zeal or jealouſy , that is , love enflamed 
and fervent, and it is fierce and inexo- 
rable as Hell, and the grave : that as 
Death and Hell devoureth , -and' ſwal- 
lows up all ; ſo love: to Chriſt over- 
| -cometh 


| pics affections of love, 


» * = 


ith al aloppaſition 
makes Pelicrpen, rej 
>" pl rhe ſ«ff 
7 

Fourthly , the cnmatcheble excel- 
lency, and preciouſneſs of -Chriſt mult 
not lye as a contemned 2 bur it 
calls for the utmoſt ſtrenge "af our 
ſouls, and-the, height of our affeRians 
to be fixed upon it, There is no abjeR 


tr Obs is 


£0 aye, affiittion 


inthe world, but there is a Will relating 


Cal. x, 4; 


&ſe 3. 


te it, and inclimable to claſe with it. . 


Now what better objec can the Will of 


_ man have, (than Chriſt > If we be not 


here,” what do we differ from beaſts? 
CIAL aſe ors man is wayſt 
"Tis good for us, that God hach 

of jay, of de- 
andthelike in our ſouls : bur if 
theſe be not placed upon Chiritt alſo, 


 itwere better that we were quite with- 


out them, and were as uncapsble of 
Chriſ,as the m8 inſentlible and unrea- 

ſonable creatures that are. Leer us con» 
fider then what may yet Farther. elevate 


our affeRions , and _ them - to. - 


gown with wings we 
that delight of afl delights, 
of all praiſes, as will be 3 fe Dong 


upon 
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leaſt tainture of ſpiritual defilement. 


upon thoſe rich'and coſtly gifts , which 
Chriſt hath. beſtowed upon Believers, 
and they are ſuch as rheſe, vx. 
Precious Bloud. 
Precious Graces. 
/Precious Promiſes. . gt 
: Precious Love. : 
Precious Spirit, 
. Precious Priviledges. 
The bloud of Chriſt is precious in 
theſe reſpeRts.. | 
. Firſt, from the purity of his humane 
nature, which was holy, harmeleſs, un 
defiled and ſeparate from ſinners : to God, 
to man, and to it ſelf it was wholly 
without ſpor and blemifh, and had not 
the leaſt touch of finfulneſs in it. In 
nature, the beſt conſtitutions have the 


beſt bloud : never was there a better 
' tempered,. a more -purely conſtituted 


nature, farther from the corryptions, 
freer from the pollutions and groſs hu- 
mours of ſin , than Chriſt was. It 
behoved him, as man to fw/fll all righte- 
ouſneſs, ' and COPY to come up to 
the patern of Legal types ; - which did 


all hadow. him abſolutely. holy , and 


ſpeak .him perfeAtly Pure without the 


Now 


 beſoprecious, that are but imperfeafly 


* bfoud, and therefore precious. Hecame | 4 
_ of the race of Kings, . as. rouching his E 


KIVA 4 yoga x0 Yi , ; 
Now if the*bloiid of 'thE*Saints, who 
are but m part ſandtifred, ((Argss of in 
remainins/in the beſt, YbEprecious- in 
Gods «cot; as we'redd';e "[/ 126. 
15: how: mach""rqore' then is-tae bloud 
of the Son of «God? pferious,, who 
never weat-eawry, never' iafe 1. inthe 
leait jot,or tittle of due abedience to the 
Law of. God? Tie Apoltte ſaith , for a 
goed man peradventure ſonze would even 
Havre to dye, Rows.” 5.7. and why fo? bug 
becauſe *cis great pity ſuch. precious 
bloud ſhould belloft : now if.cheir bloud 


good, what then was his, who' was good 
without any mixture of evif? . ; 
Secondly ; Chriſts bloud: was noble 


manhood : but being withal- the Son 
of God, this renders his nobility match 
lefs and peerſefs. 'Twas : Pharacb's 
brag, that he was the Son ef | antient 
Kings, Tſaiah 19. 11. Who canlay- 
claim to this more, than Chriſt? - wha' 
can challenge this honour before himhe* 
is the Son of the antienteſt King'in' \ 
the world : he was begot a King' from 
all eternity ;. and the bloud of Kings is 
1 O 3 precious 7 
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| Je pregocs \{F/x 
ecious 2; thon.-urt worthy ten ghouſand of 
po ſaid:Davitt's Subjetts 5 "4 and 
thereforethey, would not ſuffer him-to 
hazard \himſelf--in the battel, 2 Saw. 
1$. 3. his Life-bloud was of more va- 
lue, than if -half of his people bad oy: 
riſhed, becauſe he was King and had 
che Sovereignty : the nobleneſs of bis 
ſon did ſet a high rate upon his 
d; and whom doth' this Argu- 
ment more Commend unto us, than 
Chriſt > | | 
' , Thirdly, the bloud which Chriſt 
ſed for his people, was , his life-bloud, 
Life is the mol ious thing that a 
man hath. _As the life of God is the 
fiim of- all his attributes : ſo the life 
of man doth. eminently contain'in it all + 
other bleſſings : all that he hath ferves 
to maintain it: it isthe end. and drife 
of all his enjoyments, What could 
Chriſt do more, than tg ſpend his heart- 
bloud, and to lay down his life for us ? 
Sevignss ef velnculum w1ta,(aith the Phy 
fietan : the bloud is the Chariot of life': 
Experience teachechygthat there may 


great effulion of bloud , and yer -no 
death following, Had Chriſt almoſt 
emptyed all his veins, and not dyed , 


this 
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this would not have reached. to our mi» 
ſery: it had not been ſafficient to ſave us 
from death : even thoſe If&u/Su diuores 
drops of bloud ; which he did ſweat in 
his agony, -had nothing/ availed with- 
out fark. Death is #he ſum of the 
curſe due to-us: in the day that thou 
eateſt thereof, thou ſhalt die the death: 
Chriſt then dying for us, here was the 
accompliſhment ' of all his ſufferings, 
and the height of his love towards: us': 
Surely that bloud muſt needs be very 
ious, which could not be let out;, 

ut. the vital irits muſt follow after it. 
Thoſe that profeſs skill in words, do 
derive #1uc , bloud from &>&190, which 
ſignifieth to burn, or to kindle : whee 
ther this be a true Etymology , or not 


. I will not diſpute :; the heat that is in 


the bloud of a living creature (if at leaſt- 
wiſe in good temper.) ſpeaks for itz 
ſure I am, that the blond of Jeſus Chriſt 
ſhed for our (ins both teſtifies his ar- 
deat and burning love towaxds us, and 
requires a like afteQion in us, the kind= 
t1" and fireing of our love toward 

im. 19 


* Fourthly, the preciguſneſs of Chriſt 
bloud appears likewiſe from the per- 


O 3 ſonal 


-” 98 The preciouſneſs of Chriſt , 
E: *._ +ſonal unjow of: his. mainhood with: his 
F- God-head;- The D:vine. and : human 
natures'of Chriſt ſubſiſting together in 
; ene, and. the ſame perfony 'is called an 
hvpoſtaricall ynion.; properly the word 
/ "Yn05a615 lignifies a placittg, or ſtanding 
"4 W under : when the God-head ftands ur- 
der the manhood, and the-wanhood is. 
taken into the ſame perſon with the 
.God-head, [this is hypoſtatical. Now 
From this marvellous and wonderful 
union floweth, though not a real cor. 
munication of properties, yet a promis 
ſcuous predicarion of rt@m, .as if they 
i were all alike common and natural to 
ik both natuxes. « Hence the manhood is 
i ſaid to be in heaven even while it was 
circumſcribed and compaſled with a place 
i on earth, John 3. 13. and onthe other 
FP fide; the blond of the hnmane nature js 
called the bloud of God , At#s 20, 28, 
'” and elſe where by reaſon of this union 
ld God himſelf is ſaid to be crucified, Oh 
i how preciqus was the bloud of Chriſt 
then 1 doubtleſs it had more worth in 
It, than all the creatures in Heaven and 
earth, Angels and men, and all the 
world beſide. - 1he uniting and conſe-" 
guently the cooperation and compli- 
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"danger, * therefore the Apoltle uſeth the 
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'ance of the imhpaſſible Deity in the ſame 

perſon with that ſoul and body, which 
ſuffred, mult needs put infinite dignity, 
and preciouſneſs beyond all accoune 
upon the. bloud''of Chriſt : yer this 
-was not thought too dear for his 
Sams. - - PF 


Fifthly, and laſtly, the bleſſed effeas 


* of Chriſts bloud is another ſtrong Ar- 


gument of the ineſtimable value and 
price of it. Ir juſtifies our perſons in the 
tight of God. It frees us fromthe puilr, 


from rhe . puniſhment and from the 


power of all fin, It faves tis-in ono Ths 
OPyus * Ths EPxoputy' vs , from that wrath 
that 1s to came, 1 Theſſalomans 1. 10. 
Wicked people are Light and merry- 
hearced, and never dream of an after 
recomins : but there is a thunder ſhower 
of Gods wrath to come, which will 
light heavily upon the heads of unbe= 
lieving ones. We are all of us by na- 
ture obnoxious toy and involved in this 


words Pudugroy mats , ſnatching or pul- 
ling us out from the wrach to come 2 
even we of the children of God, we 
of the Corporation and ſeciety of the 
Saints, we Believers as well as others 
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hath delivered us this is his tender loy- 
ing kindneſs and good will to his 


Again,. the blond of Chriſt obtains 
eternal redemption for us, Heb. 9. 12. 
whence it is that the Apoſtle oppofes it 
to Gold and Silver : th 
among the molt precious | that the 
Earth affords; yet being corruptible 
and tranixtory , they cannot purchaſe 
incorru | 
bloud of Chriſt is the price of our Re- 
demption: ye are, bought with a price, 
ſawh the Apoſtle, t Cor. 7. 23. and a 


like phraſe he uſes in the end of the 
precedent chapter : yet there is neither 


8 Pleonaſm in the words, that is to 
ſay, a fulneſs of ſpeech, though that 
ſometimes be Rhetoricall enough : nor 
impropriay, or .unfitneſs of Language, 
as if a thing could be bought without a 
price: though, I confeſs, the Scri ture 


im ſome reſpe&ts doth ſometimes Ipeak' 


ſo;neither is there an Hebraiſm , where- 
by words of the ſame (ignification are 
iterated and repeated ob wehementiam, 


' to ſet the matter on,with the greater ve- 


hemency and force ; but the word price 
is 


wete liable to his wrath: but Chrit 


h theſe be. 


ion and eternity for us. The 


wherewith we are bought from the. 
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is uſed uf tfoxyy to ſhew the ſoperiqtive "IIA 
excellency and dipryrty '- of the. price * © 
wherewith the Saints are bought +: fo 

that, ye are bought with a price, is as 

much as to ſay , ye are dearly bought”, 
'twas a price with a witneſs, that was « 
piven for you a price of ineftimable va- * 

ue , a price paſt the number of a man; 

it cannot be calculated or ſummed up z it 
is ſo infinite, ſuch arich and exceeding 
price is the bloud of Jeſus Chriſt , coſtly 
and chargeable were our ſouls, that re- 
quired ſuch a ranſome.” This 1s the price 


= YS. = © K, 
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earth , bought out of Hell, and bought 
into Heaven and everlaſting glory, This 
is the price that redeemeth us from con- 
demnation.; and this is it that cleanſeth 
us ſrom the filth and ſtain of ſinne, 
This is it that purgeth our conſciences 
from dead workes to ſerve the living 
God, Heb, 9g. 14. The Apoſtle in thar 
place draweth arr Argument 4 wor; ad 
jus ,as the Logician ſpeaks. If typi- 
cal rites and ſacrifices, as the blaud 
of Bulls and Goats , and the aſhes of an 
Heifer ſprinkled upon the unclean, a- 
vatled for | externall SanRification, 
namely, for the purifying of, the fleſh le. 


__e 


* . The preciouſueſs of Chrift 


. Sally and 'ceremonially; how much 


more ſhall the bloud of Chrift iprink- 
led upon our coaſciences , purge away 
the guilr of tinne , and avall to the uns 
rernal, ſpiritual, and everlatting ſanRi- 
fying of our perſons. ; 

gain, hy this blond. it was that 
Chriſt , as the high Prieſt of our profeſ- 
ſion, that is of Chriſtians, entred jn- 
to Heaven : ſo ſaith the Apoſtle , Hebe 
9.12. Chriſt entred by his owne blond n= 
ro the holy place : he did not enter into 
the preſeace of God as the high-prieſt 
of old did with the bloud of Goats , 
and Calves : what ſhould thoſe {lender 
things do "in the Tabernacle made 
without hands ? there are no ſuch mean 
and peore offerings there. Neither did 
Chriſt enter to offer tor himſelf, as 
well as for his Family , a5 Aarondid, 
Levi, 16. 6, he had no need of expiati» 
on himſelf : but fe weor into the ho- 
liett to offer for his people only : whom 
he hath for ever waſhed , juſtified and 
ſanQified or with bloud of others ( as the 
72 2a oy ſpeaks) but with his own 

0 


Laſtly » from the precious bloud of 


p Chriſt » we alſo that are ſo cleanſed and 


purged 
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purged have holdneſs to eter into thi ho- 
lieft, Heb. 10.19: 20. The bloud of 
Ciriſt breeds us and begets us this con- 
fidence. The Apoſtle in that place doth 
covertly oppoſe the liberty of Chriſti- 


ans unto the reſtraint of them that liv- . 


ed under the Law. Tie Fewes of old 
might not preſs into the Holy of -Ho- 
lies : it was lawfull anly, for the Highs 
Prelt to enter into it, and that bur once 
a year, Gr at inthis regard ts our pre- 
eminence now above Gods antient.peo- 


ple : they mightnotpaſs ſo much as ins 


to an earthly Sanuary incloſed with 
material walls, and coped with a roof : 
but: we have licence andileave to enter 
into a far more holy and undefiled 
place. Chrift hath'conſecrated or initi« 
ated a way for us : he hath trod the 
path firft as our fore-runner ;” and ſhe 
hath done it by his blond , or as ( the 
Apoſtle. ſpeaks ) through the vail , that 


:5 to ſay , his fleſh: he alludes to the vail . 


of blew and purple ſcarlet and fine twise 
ned linen , which was to divide the ho- 
lieſt of all from the reſt of the Taber- 
nacle.- That vaile was a type of Chrifts 
fleſh. Now as the High-prieft of old-en- 


ted into the holjeſt by- removing of = 
vai 
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veile ſo Chrift bythe death of his bo® 
dy did, as'it were; turn aſide the veil, 


and fo bath entred into heaven, the Ho- 


ly of Holies , there to take interceſſion 
for us. Yea by the renting and tearing 


of that veil of his fleſh upon the croſs, 


he hath for ever opened a way for all 
Believers : a new and a liviris way: that 
of old is obſalete and vanithed-; this is 
ſuch, as the vigour thereof ſhall never 
decay : that of old being by the bloud 

of Beaſts, could not give life to the com« 
ers, this being by the bloud of Chriſt, 
revives and taiſes up them that are dead 
im treſpaſſes and ſinnes , and doth: alſo 
conferre eternall life upon them. O how 
preciaws , beyond all thought and con- 
ceit is the bloud of Jeſus Chriſt the 


"bloud: of a moſt righteous perſon ,* moſt. 


noble bloud , the very life and heart-- 
bloud , the bloud of God , juſtifying , 
ſanAifyings , redeeming bloud ; bloud 
purchaſing eternall redemption for us , 
bloud that quickeneth ns, and conferres 
both ſpiritual and everlaſting life upon 


- us. Laſtly, Bloud that opens to us a ne- 


ver magt'r way into Heaven, * How 
precious, I ſay, is this bloud of Chrit? 
and how doth it call upon us to (tirr 


up 


vp our afteRions to embrace Chriſt ,. $0 
lay hold of him, - and to love him with 
2 molt ardeat and unfained loye, who 
hath beſtowed ſuch a precious gift -up- 
onus? | . 
Secondly , Chriſt hath beſtqwed up- 
on Believers precious Graces. Grace is 
Qiles by the Apoltle , the renewing of 
the Holy-Ghoſt, and rhe forming of 
Chriſt in.us. Ir conliſteth in-the reQi- 
tude and conformity ,of our will unto 1. 
the: will of God , and to Chriſt theab- "1 
ſolute patern of all grace and holi- 
neſs, .the image of the inviſible God , 
the expreſs charalter of bis Fathers bright- 
neſs : the Sun of rigbteouſneſs , the marn- 
ng ftarr , molt eminently and gtoriouſly 
above all others ; chrefeſt of ren thouſand 
for ſweet and «gracious . deportment, 
How precious are thoſe qualities of the 
ſoul, which come near ſuch a patern, 
as this > which-imitate , reſemble, and 
take after ſuch unmatchable beauty 2? 
Now all-grace is precious,bur the Scrip- 
' ture gives that Epithete eſpecially to 
faith, 2 Per.1. 1. and that for theſe 
Reaſous. 
Firſt, Becauſe it.is the root and 
womb ( as I may ſay) of all grace; ir 
| is 
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The procibuſneſt-of *Chrit 
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is the: itward- fotintain and princigſe 3 
from whence all:zrace flowes ; it's the 


"mother eee purseth- the conſcience, 


and puriftech the heart, and ſo breedeth 


every needfull grace in us. You may ſee 
. this genealogie or pedigree of grace, 


norably * delineated by the Apoltle , 
1 Tim. 1.5, There-we find thar chari- 
ty, or love , which is the fulfilling of the 
commandement of God , and'a ' chief 
grace or Chriſtian virtue, flows from a 

ure heart; and a'pure heart-ſprings 
ured a So0d ronfcience ; and a good 
conſcience is the. off-ſprins of Fith. 
Faith is the Genetrix and breeder of 
Grace, as Eve was the mother* of all 
mankind. 1 ſpeake fo in reſpe& of an ' 
internal principle ; for if we regardex- 
ternal cauſes; the race and genealogie 
may be ſtretched farther ; as thus, faith 
comes by hearing of the word of God : 
the word of God 'is declared by- the 
mouth of a preacher; and every true 


| Preacher is ovPowo Sv, ſent from heaven. 


But I muſt ſpeak ad rhombums , though 
there be ſundry external efficients and 
workers of grace , yet faith is the inter- 
nal root and principle of it_: and that 


is one reaſon why it is called precious. 
Secondly, 


w 


Said to be: 9t09 


- #@ Believers... 
Secondly, it is precious in reſpe& of 
its Author , which is. the Father , . Son, 
and Spirir., The Father draws us unto 
Chritt ,, Job. 6. 44- And hence wee are 
19 oufor , to be tanght of, 

God , and to hear and learn of him. 
The Son likewiſe draws us ; draw me; 
we will run after thee, faith the.Spouſe. 
Chrilt is both the 4#thor and the finiſher 
of our faith, Heb. 1 2.2. He caſts in the 
rit ſeed of it; and alſo makes it to per- 
ſevere : he layes the foundation of it, 
and brings it up.to.the roof, as I may 
ſay: he makes us firſt to apprehend him, 
and then leads us.to the end of our 
faith, which is the ſalvation of our 
ſoules. Whence it is that he is called 
the Apoftle and high Pricft of oar profeſſi- 
on : thatis, he is the teacher of our 
faith , and the Captain thereof, Laſtly , 
the Holy- Ghoſt is likewiſe the Author 
of our faith. No man can ſay , that Jeſus 
25 the Lord (ſaith the Apoſtle) but by rhe 
Holy-GhoFt , 1 Cor, 12.3. And in the 
ninth verſe of that Chapter, faith is 
reckoned among the gifts of the Spirit. 
Faith then muſt needs be very precious, 
having God the Father, God the Son, 
and God.the Holy-Ghoſt for the Au- 
thor of it. | Thirdly, 


The precioufrieſs of Chriff 

Thirdly , Faith is precions in reſpe& 
of the objec thereof F ber is toſay, rhe 
thing upon which it leans , or relts , 
which 'is God himſelf , or God--in 
Chriſt, God is ſaid to be 1m Chri/t, 
reconciling the world wnto himſelf , and 
nat inoputing their treſpaſſes nuto thems, 
2 Cor. 5.19. Now this 1s the higheſt 
and moft excellent objet of faith. 
Chriſt alſo | as Mediatour is the object 
thereof. David prayeth , Lead me mito 
#by rock that is higher than { , Plal.61.2, 
Ang the rock that he ſpeaks of is Chriſt: 
he is the ſtrong rock on which 'his 
Church is built firmly and unmova- 
bly. Needs then muſt faith be precious, 
while it leans an ſuch a ſolid and fted- 
fatt foundation. Again, the promiſes 
ase etonymically an obje& of- faith : 
becauſe they are made unto us in Chriſt; 
they are in himas adjundts in their ſub- 
Jet: we reſt upyn the power and truth 
of Chrilt , for the qbtaining of tha 
 goad which is in the promiſes. 1! ch, 
promiſes of God areinbimyyea, and in hins 
Amin, 2, Cor,1.20, Heis mediate, or in 
the middle between the promiſes and 
us : God makes the promiſes, and Chriſt 


Is bis pledge and aflurance for the ac- 
| come 
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- to bdieats, 
compliſhment of them: ſo that faith 
reſts on-the promiſes of God; mwediante 


Chriſtogthrough the mediation of Chtiſtz | 


and anon you ſhall ſee what precious 


things thoſe promiſes are : in the mean: 
while, we may conclude even from them - 


likewiſe, that faith muſt needs be pre- 


clous , which hath fuch precious. props . 


and pillars to uphold it, God and Chriit, 
and a ſure word of promiſe, all the 
wiſdom and power of the Father, and 
the Son, and the Spirit, all that they 
can do to eſtabliſh and confirm their 
own word, and that is more than e- 
nough. 

Laſtly, The preciouſneſs of faith ap- 
pears from the nature, from the effects 
and workings of it, The nature of it is 
piouſly ta know, and to affett the things 
of God: to cleave unto God in Chriit, 
to reſt upon him for the obtaining of 


the promiſes. Faith joyns us to God; 


who 1s our life, in whom the lives of our 
fouls are bound up, as 'Facobs life was 
arty up in his darling Benjawns; 

aith filleth the ſoul with ſolace un- 
ſpeakable , with peace paſſing all under- 
ſtanding, and with joy everlaiting, As 
bloud js in the veins, ,filpelng it te 
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 Theprecionſmſs of Chrift 
into all parts of the body, ſo giving life 
and heat and continual nour;ſhment 


thereunto: ſuch is faith in the ſoul; it 


works upon all the affeions ; it diffu- 
ſeth and ſheddeth abroad in our hearts 
the love of God in Chrift; it attras 
and draws our ſpirits to delight in no0- 
thing more;than in Chriſt ; it enterrain-' 
eth the ſoal with feaſts of fatted things, 
and of wines refined ; it leaderh it into 
the wize-cellar - it invites us-unto thoſe 
apples and fiagons of pleaſure , which 
Chriſt hath prepared * it ſweetens the 
croſs ; it makes us to rejoyce in tribula« 
tion, and that with joy naſpeakable and. 
glorious ; it works in us a child-like 
conlidence toward God, whereby we 
approach boldly te him, crying, Abba, 
Father , it carrieth the ſoul up to hea- 
ven, and giveth raviſhing lights of God 
and Chriſt, and the joys of eternity ; 


It brings us into communion with God, 


whereby we have moſt intimate and fa- 
miliar conference with him it brings us 
into his bed-chamber, into his galleries og 
love. In a word, it enlightens, juſtifies, 
ſanaifies, and faves ns for ever ; becauſe 
it lays hold qp Jeſus Chriſt, who rs made 
unto us of God , wiſdom, and W_— 
s 


neſs 
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neſs, and ſanthfication , and redemptions 
as the Apoltle ſaich. O how precious is 
faith, that hath ſuch wonderful verryes 
and operations, as thele ? how. precious 
alſo are-thoſe graces, that flow from'ic, 
as love, aud. : tear of God, and hu- 
mility, and patience, aid che like? But 
_ above all the reſt, how precious is Jeſus 
Chrilt, and how. highly to be eſteemed. 
of, who hath beſtowed upon us ſuch 
precious, ſuch royal, aud ſuch rich gitts, 
as theſe ? | 


Thirdly , Conſider likewiſe the pro- gy. , % 


miſes of Criſt; thele are alſo. exceed- 
ing great and precious, as they be cal- 
led, 2 Pet.1, 4. Whereby are given unto us 
exceeding great and precious promiſes,ſaith 
the Apoftle. I confeſs that by promiſes 
he means the effe& of the promiſes, or 
the things themſelves that are promi= 
ſed, which are of no ſmall value and, 
worth; and therefore the promiſes them-. 
ſelves are of no little weight and mos-, 
ment, This will ealily appear, if we 
conlider 

The nature of the promiſer. 

The antiquity of the promiſes. 

And the precious things , which 

they contain. _ 

P 2 Firſt, 
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The preczouſyeſs of, Chrift 
Firſt, God, who hath promiſed, is by 
nature wiſe and powerful, ' true and un- 
changable, God is infinitely wiſe : he 
hath a profound reach ; "his counſels 
are very deep : even his fooliſhneſs is 
wiſer than men, as the Apoſtle ſaith : and 
he knows' wayes beyond our 1maginati- 
on and Capacity , how tor bring about 
his own ends, and to accompliſh his 
promiſes. He is alſo almighty to effe&X 
and bring to paſs his de{igns : he can 
do above all that we'can either ask 
or think. And again, he 1s true and 


cannot lie, and therefore he is called 


the*God of Amen by the Prophet; Eſa.65. 
16. And laſtly, he is unchangeable ; he 
cannot repent - there is no variableneſs 
or ſhadow of turning with him: all theſe 
are thefulcra, the props and ſupporters 
of the promiſes , on which they ſtand 
firm and ſure, and cannot fall to the 
ground. The ſaying is 
Pollicitis dives quilibet eſſe poteſt. 
Every man can be rich in his promiſes : 
even a DESgar may be as rich as a King 
in promiſes ; but all the queſtion and 
doubt is about'rhe performance of them. 
Among men' it is frequently thus : they 
are facile and forward in making m_ 
muilics 2 
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miſes : but fli&/ are i FOOTY of "ſe 
means how to fulfill them” ? 'or if they 
know the. Way, yet they want power 
and ability ;, or if they, be both know- 
ing and able, yet they want a will; the; 
have a heart and a heart, as the Serip= 
ture ſpeaks.: -they pretend, 'what the) 
never intend ;_The children 'of men at 
deceitful upon the ballances x or laſtly; 
though they know how to. be as good 
as. their word, though: they can do'it; 
yea, though far the preſent they do re- 
ally intend what they promiſe, yet * 
Multa cadmunt iter calicem  ſupremaque 
labra, 
many things fall out betweeri the 
and the lip, as the proverb is. they PSS 
fickle and  inconſtant , well itiſtry&ed 
how.to py, faſt and looſe, unſtable'a8 
water, li ERenuben : and ſo ir promiy, 
ſes prove to. be nothing worth; j Perhaps. 
the fault” may be in ih elle. and? 
et though RY be wiſe to. 
day., yet. atter a wc we ey-.ma ; 
ſots and. taols, and ſo Ag NO "a, 
to ſteer. their courſe., and to wheel a-" 
bout their \purpoſes ; or perchance the 
default is jn their hands: \\ though they , 
be in poſſibility of performing. their Pro- * 
P 3 am iſes 
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=" Miſes today, yet to morrow their arms 


may be cut off, and they are left ſhift- 
leſs. or if notſo.; yet it may þe wore ; 
the fault maylie in their affeftions; they 
may be boneft now , A; after a while 
diſhoneft,; and ſo-ſay, and unſay ; pro- 
miſe, and change their minds.. Thus it 
15 witle men offentimes ;. but with God 
it is noc_1o ; he knows how to perform 
his promiſes ;* he is able to make them 
Sood ; and he is, molt true and faithfull 
In all his profeſſions: yea he is ever wiſe, 
ever powerful, ever true, ever the ſame, 
never altred or changed in the leaſt mea- 
ſure : how preciois then and ſweet are 


| his prom:ſe. ? and how loyely alſo onght 


Chriſt to be, by whom we enjoy them ? 


| Thus much , of the nature” of :the Pro- 


” 
. 


Miſer. t | vl] 'TPY F 
"Secondly,, Conſider the antiquity of 
the promifes.” The main/ and' chief 
promiſe of God is that which cancern- 
eth eternal, life,” afd this was made at 
the beginnings of the world unto Adam, 
when God aid, , that the ſeed of the wo- 
wan ſhould break. the Serpents head ; yea 
it was made' before the world began, 
Tit, 1, 2, In bope of eternal life ( ſaith the 
Apoſtle ) which God that cannot lie, pro- 
Ft 1 UN wiſed 
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'-  "f0 Believers, _ 
miſed before the world began. Here by the 
way we learn, that che promiſe being 
before all time, it mult needs be abſo- 
lute and without all condition. But le: 
that paſs. The queſtion is to whom 
that to ancient a promiſe was. made ? 
when there was yet no world, nor any 
men created to receive it,, to whom did 
God make it? I anſwer, that it was 
made to him that even then was ordai- 
ned to be our head and Mediatour, even 
the Lord Jelus Chriit, the eternal Son 
of God. The Elec are called the ſeed 
of Chrift, Eſa. 53. 10. and his children, 
Heb. 2.13. Now as we were in Adams 
loyns when he traingrefled : ſo as touch- 
ins the decree and counſel of God, 
we were ( as I may ſay ) in the loyns of 
Chiritt from all eternity, and before the 
world began: and ſo the promiſe was 
made to him for us, or to us in hint be- 
fore all moments or meaſures of time. 
But you will ask me perhaps where 
we find ſuch. a promiſe? I anſwer, chat 
we have ſuch a promiſe, P/al. 2.7, 8.7 
will declare the decree ; the Lord hath ſaid 
unto me, Thou art my Son, this day have 
I begotten thee, Ash of me,and 1 (hall grvs 
th:e the heathen for thine inheritance, and 
'F 4 the 


WE, 


he precioufueſs of Chrift 


oe ddvinhs of the earth for thy poſſeſſion. Tn 


this Scripture mark two things. 

Firſt, That God the Father ſaith of 
his Son, this day have I begotten thre. 
And | this day | ſignifies both time and 
eternity. Time, as touching the reſur- 
reQion of Chrift from the dead : that 
was done in time , as you know ; and 
the Apoſtle applyes the words of: the 
Pſalmsſt unto that very matter of Chriſt's 
reſurreion, Atts 13. 33. And to the 
ſame purpoſe he is called elſewhere the 
frft begotten of the dead. Again | this 
day ]{ignifies eternity.It is molt certainly 
to be believed, that God did beget his 
Son before all time, even from everla- 
ſting. There is a place to this pnrpoſe, 
Heb. 1. 4, 5. where the Apoflle faith-, 
that Chriſt hath a more excellent Name, 
than the Angels , becauſe God the Fa- 
ther ſaid of him, T hou art my Son, this 
day have I begottenthee, which he never 
d&1d ſay unto any of the Angels. And 
mark, I pray, the Apoſtle ſairh , that 
Chriſt obtained this more excellent 
name by inheritance, as being Gods na- 
taral Son : and therefore he had it 
from everlaſting. 
| Secondly, In this day of eternity ( if 

TRIP 1 [ 


SEL to-Bulrevers;. \ © \T 
T may fo call it) God makes unto his 
Son a promiſe of a Church to be ga- 
thered amons the Heathen: This pro- 
mife was ſtipulated in the nature and 
manner of a decree : and all Gods-.de- 
crees are eternaſll , and co-etaneous with 
himſelf : moſt true is the theoreme of 
the Philoſopher ;' a voluntate antiqua 
non procedit®attts- nova : from the an- 
ent will (he means from Gods will ) 
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not proceed any new act. 
God doth nat: begin to will any thing ; 
he doth not' will any thing afreſh ; be- 
cauſe wharſoever he wills, from all e- 
ternity he will'd it : his will from ever- 
laſting to everlaltins 'is orie hott pure 
and (1mple a&t: it is ſotnetimes called” a 
decree : but yetinreſpeR of himſelf ir 
is no ſuch thing'; for a decree ſippo- 
ſeth- ſome interval of time to be be- 
tween the purpoſe and the execution ; 
and ſo there'is, I confeſs, in:reſpect of 
us : but to God it is not ſo;' for he is 
without all predicament of time : #e day 
15 45 4 1000 years,and a thouſand years as 
one day withhimy ; thoſe things that are 
palt and to come with us , are eternally 
preſent with him, But to come to the 
point, Though the counſells of God 
A be 


"The prectouſueſy of Chriff 
be not properly decrees' in reſpe& of 
himſelf, for the reaſon before alled- 
ed: yet they are from eternity , and 
that is the thing that we drive at. The 
forementioned decree of gathering a 
Church fron among the Heathen , was 
made when the Son of God was be- 
otten : and he was begotten of old 
rom everlaſting , as. we have proved. 
And it was not only. a decree , but a 
promiſe alſo ; it runs plainly in the 
form and tenor of a promiſe: Askg of 
me , and 1 will give thee the heathen for 
thine tuheritance, aud the ends of the carth 
for thy poſſeſſion. | 
Now. then conſider ; how precious is 
that promiſe that was made in a fami- 
liar parly and conference between the 
Father and the Son from all eterni- 
ty? Chriſt was foreſeen and ordained 
even or old to be our UtoiTys , or Me- 
diator : upon this ground God makes 
even then a gracious promiſe to him for 
us; a promiſe of giving us to him , and 
conſequently of giving us eternall life 
through him, So that here we have 
plainly the reaſon why the Apoſtle 
ſaith , that God promiſed eternall life be- 
fore the, world began , Namely , becauſe 
| Chriſt 
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'. "to Behevers. I" 
Chriſt was even then in the counſell 
and purpoſe -of God our Mediatour. 
And hence in another place, he ſaith, 
that the grace of God, whereby we are cal- 
led with an holy calling, and conſequent- 
ly everlaſtingly ſaved , was grven us 1n 
Chriſt Teſus before the world began, 2Tim. 
3.9. Chriſt Jeſus was even then lookt 
upon as our Redeemer : God ſtipulates 
and promiſes to him ; and he again re- 
ſtipulates to undertake for us. Certain- 
ly then'the promiſe of eternall life muſt 
needs be exceeding precious, being the 
ſub{tance of that Dialogue ( as I may 
ſay.) and communication , which paſ- 
ſed between. the Father and the Son 
before the world was created- And if 
that grAt promiſe be ſo antient, then 
queſtionleſs fo are all promiſes : be- 
cauſe erernal- life doth eminently con- 
tain in it all other blefſings , juſt as the 
heaven of heavens doth all inferiour 
parts of. the world. Now how ſhould. 
the conſideration of this ftirr up our 
hearts to love Jeſns Cariſt , who re- 
ceived ptotniſes tor us, net only be- 
fore we our ſelves were , but even be- 
fore there was any time , or creature 


made, 
| Thirdly, 


| 
| 
[ 
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... Thirdly, Conſider the precious things 
that- are couched in the promiſes , - and 
they appertain. Either to temporal life, 
or to ſp:citual grace , or to eternal 
glory. | OY 

_ Firſt, Great and precious are the 
promiſes , . wluich do appertain unto 
this life. God{rx2{s ( faith the Apoſtle ) 
bath the promiſe of this life , as well as of 
that which ts to. come, And even in this 
reſpe&t,God hath promiſed never to leave 
us, nor farſake as, Heb, 13 5. There are 
in this place no leſs than five negatives 
to ſtrengthen and canfirme our faith in 
the-truth of. the promiſe ; dv 4y., 0g” ov 
44 5.49 if he ſhould have (aid, 1 will in 
no. Wiſe, whatſoever. come of. # at any 
time forſake tiee;mine eye ſhall be (till 
1pon thee , and I will watch over thee 


| for good contingally.. And .mark, I 


pray , what the Prophet ſaith , Eſa. 63. 
9.11 all their afflift:ons he was afflifted , 
and the Angel of his preſence ſaved them, 
in his love aud in his pity fee redeemed 
them, and carried them all the days of old. 
The place may be read nteroganvely 


thus, Vas be »ot afflifted ? &c. That is , 


did he not take to heart the wrongs 


done to his people in e/Z gypt 2 Was ade 
Chriſt 


to Believers, 
Chriſt the Angel of Gods preſence their 
Conductor and , Saviour ? Did he ot 
bear them, as a tender Mother or Nurſe 
doth her youns childe > D:d he not car- 
ry thens, as the Eagle doth her brood,with 
ſuch care , that ſhe her ſelf may nor 
hart them, and at ſuch a height, as 0- 
thers may not reach them ? In ſuch 
manner doth Chriſt for ever prote& 
his people, In Zach. 2.5, he promiſes 
to be a wall of fire round about them: 
where the Holy- Ghoſt alludeth ro the 
praftice of Travailers in the Wilder- 
neſs, who by ſurrounding themſelves 
witha fire, did thereby fray away the 
wilde beaſts, and kept them off from 
annoying them : now fuch a defence 
will Chrift be unto his Saints ; he will 
be with. them in moſt deadly dangers, 
When they paſs through the water , and 
when they walk through the fire , Ela. 43. 
2. Fire and water are two molt devour- 
ing elements , good ſervants , but bad 
maſters ; as we ſay; and therefore here 
they are put for all other perilous and 
dangerous kindes : Chritt will ſave and 
deliver his people trom them all. We 
read, Daz.3. 25. that the three Chil- 
dren were caſt into the fiery furnace : 
| Bat 
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But. what ſaid the, Tyrant ? / ſee four 
(faith hz) and the fourth is like the Sor 
of God; and in all provaoility ic was 
ſo; it aeins uſual under the old Teſta- 
ment for Chriſt, upon ſome weighty 
occalions to appear in humane ſhape. 
Thus Chriſt will be with his people in 
the furnace of afflition ; and either he 


will provide that it ſhall not be over-: 


heat, or elſe he will work a miracle 


to reſtrain the power of the flames : 
he will both preſerve them. in, and de- 
liver them out of trouble : he will fo 
ſanQife afflition , that it ſhall prove a 
very bleſſing and mercy to them. 

. Secondly , Great alſo and precious 
are the promiſes , which appertain un- 
to ſpiritual grace : the Apoſtle faith, 
T hat by them me partake ofthe divine or 
godly nature , 2. Pet. 1. 4. He doth not 
mean it of the eflence or ſubſtance of 
God, as ſome of the Heathen conceited, 
aſhrming .man to be are divine partie 
cula, alittle piece of the divine Spirit: 
Thus did the Platomcks dream , and al- 
ſo the Manichees and Priſcillianfts : not 
ſa, Iſay; for the eflence of God is in- 
communicable : but we are to unders- 
ſtand it of the graces of the Spirit, 

: whereby 


"16 Bilieterrs) 
whereby the image of God is ſtampt 
again and reſtored in man : therefore 
the Apoſtle doth not call it 9£6Ty[, that 
is, the eſflenriall nature of God :; but 
9e,c vow, the godly nature as if he 
had expreſſed it in one word , JuTyT&, 
Saint-hood , or a nature approaching to 
Gods , reſembling and like unto Gods. 
So that Believers through Chriſt have 
in their ſouls a lively image and repre- 
ſentation of the perfeRions , of the vir- 
tues , and of the life of God; accordin 
to that of the Apoltle, Co/oſ.3. r0, <7 
have pnt oz the new wan , whichis renew- 
ed in knowledge , after the image of hin 
that created hims : he puts knowledge 
which is the incipient part of regenera- 
tion, far the whole, including under 
that, both holineſs and righteouſneſs . 
And anſwering to this is that precious 
promiſe, Eſa. 65.17. where the Lord . 
ſaith, That be will make new heavens,and 
| axew earth : This is meant of the ſpiri- 
tual excellency of the Church, in re- 
card both of doctrine, of diſcipline, 
and of life : and therefore it holds forth a 
promiſe concerning the renewing of the 
ſoul by the Spirit of the Lotd : where 
doftrineis ſound, diſcipline wholeſome ; 
an 
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and a new earth, as I may ſay, and there 
the ſonl- is. become a _new creature by . 
the ſanQifying Spirit of God. | 
Laltly , great and precious alſo are 
the promiſes appertaining to eternal 
glory : they contain in, them that hea- 
venly inheritance of the Saints in Light, 
where they ſhall have bleſſed communi- 
on with Gog, with Chriſt , with the Ho- 
ly Spirit , with ele es and with 
one another for ever : where they ſhall. 
have the quintefſence of all good things, 
the fweetnefs of all Mercy and conſo- 
lation: where they ſhall have the ſplen- 
dour and bright rayes of everlaſting ha- 
nour ; 'where after this. life ( and this 
life is but a bubble, a fmoke, a wind, 
a ſhadqw ) they ſhall have that unutte- 
rable & immortall Crown of glory ſet 
upon their heady , which Chriſt hath 
promiſed ; ina word, where they ſhall 
have totum quod volunt , &. mbil quod 
nolant , all that they would have., and 
nothiiig . that they would not have: 
Hence itis, that the Goſpel, which hole 
dech forth; the promylſe of theſe things, 
1s termed glorious, and the miniſtration 
thereof likewiſe glorigus, And therefore 
as 


"ro Bleven, © 

_ as the ow makes the compariſon 
detween the Law and the Goſpel :':f the 

mintftration of death and condemnation be 

gloroas (faith he) how ſhall not the ms 


»:ftration of the Spirit and of fo 1 | 
a 


be rather gloriogs 8 ſo may I ſay : if the 
Slory of Chriſt be ſo ſplendent and ſhi- 
ning, ſoattraRive and alluring eyen in 
the promiſe and expeRation of it : 
what then will it be in the full fruition 
and enjoyment thereof ? if ſo excellent 


and ſurpaſſing,at a diſtange, and throught 


the lattice,” as I may fay :. what will it 
be in the neareſt touch and vilion there- 
of, when we ſhall come our ſelves to 
wcag-pe's of that | glory-? Now we ſee 

#t 1n a glaſs darkly-, ſaith' the Apoſtle, 
but 4s we ſee our own Image ina glaſs, 
andnot the very face it ſelf ; here we 
ſee him by a kind of refle&Mion, and ac 
ſecond hand, as I may ſay, in the Or- 
dinances, in the creatires, and ſuch like 
dim repreſentations, which at the 
fartheſt are in ſome ſenſe xnigmaricall, 
full of intricacy and obſcurity, But-then 
we ſhall ſee God face to face; and'then 
we ſhall know him; as we our ſelves are 


known by him , that is to ſay ang of 


Y; 


1 Cor, 13. 12. that is, here we ſee God 
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ly ; 1 mean with ſach a perfeion as 
a glorified creature is capable of. . Thus 
have I ſhewed unto you what excellent 
and precious things are contained in the 
Promiſes for our ſouls, and for our 
bodies, for this life and for the-life to 
come for ever 4 6 then how much more 
precious and excellent, how much more 


. to be deſired and longed for is Jeſus 


Chriit, by whom ſo manifold and un- 
ſpeakable bleflings are conveyed unto 
us ! | J 
. Fourthly , Chriſt hath beſtowed up- 
on Believers precious love, and precious 
it is, becauſe Infinite, 

(Gracious, 

Liberal. 

. Everlaſting. 

Firſt, the love of Chrilt unto his 
Saints is infinite and.unmealurable :., it 
is beyond all imagination or cancepti- 
on, As the Father hath loved me, ſo have 


. Lioved youy ſaith Chriſt, Joh. t 5,9. Now 


who can underſtand with what love the 
Father hath-oembraced his Son ? . Who 
can dive into the bottomleſs. depth of 
chat/tender affeRion,. which the infinite 
Gad beareih unto Chriſt ? No more can 
we define. and fully ſet forth a the 
TL ove 


we ; "#02 [TR 
| love peat Chriſt unto his Saints i is: "The 
Apoſtle indeed would mg the Eph {a - 
ans able te comprohend [ Sg: pts, t1 
breadth apd length, t nh and heig] 
ef the "hae Gli C Chit .but yet 7 
.he c greiadess. Fs Is paſſe} 


Jer Eb eſ. 3.18 
| Sol Chriſt's ng is a Sraciogs 
torr © which the Lord ſpeaks $4 
his Prophet concergyn Texn ales, 
fitly,be applyed to all his ic, ] Was 
4 paſſed by thes and (ay thee polluted or rt 
den under oot, .( as the word ſis nifieet 
1 thing awn bloud:, 1 ſid gyto thee, live. 
That pas a5,we aſe t Arey, it Hens Y2 


Feels bj rior We roeh L T | 


d us r 

and no FRY our Es ol jc of -. I 
for _ CORE or = REpe "we had 
no. warih: in us, ror no Deauty upþon- us: 
yer, he loye us 4. and.f ST us, live 

that is, he made us ta livs Piricu ay; 
he did put the ſife of grace iuto us : be 
did breath into the noſtrils of out 
ſouls ( as 1 may ſay ) the bfeath of hea- 
venly life :- his ſaying | in this new Cre- 
ation was \as his ſaying was in the f x(t 
GR all __] he did but (ps ak 
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"the word, and it was done. Again, he 
| adds in the forementioned Propheſie , 
. verſe the eight, ſpread my skirt over thee. 
| He alludeth to a. cuſtom, or Ceremony 


-of the Jews, whereby at Marriages, the 
Husband' in token of his Intereſt and 


, propriety , and alſo as a: pledg of his 


Molt tender love and endeared' affetion 
to, his wife, did cover her with a lap 
or skirt of his garment : now this ma- 
trimonial' rite was a figure of the merit. 
of Chriſt , who hath by his righteouſ- 
neſs covered all our fins and tranſ- 
Sreſſions , veiled all our 'filthineſs and 
pollutions , and hid all our ſpiritual na- 

dneſs, and Yeformities, and that moſt 
freely, moſt mn , moſt undeſer- 
'vedly, according 'to that Hoſea 14. 4. 
1 will heal there back-ſlidsng ; Twill love 

114} Fo inet 
Thirdly, Chriſts love to his Saints is 
alibetal Jove, a munificent, a magnifi- 
cent and bountifull love : this appears 
plainly by thofe hard and bitter things, 
that he underwent for us , Philip. 2.7. 
the Apoſtle ſaith, that he made himſelf of 
10 reputation : he took upon hits the form 
of a 7 7-0 , aud was made In the likeneſs, 
or habit of mey, The original' word = 
tne 


-* 1 to Believers, 
the place ſignifieth, that heemptyed him- 
ſelf, or redegt ſe ad m1hilum, he brought 
himſelf, as 1t were to nothing : he de» 
veſted and fſtript himſelf of the robes 


of Divine Majeſty, laying them, his 


Throne, his, Crown , and his Scepter 
of Glory aſide for a while. Throngh the 
extremity of his agony his body did 


f 229 


ſweat drops of bloud : he did exhauft * 


ſuch an infinitely rich and precious trea-' 
{ure , as all Heaven and earth could not 


recompenſe and: make up again. It is 


reported of the Pelican, that ſhe open- 
eth her breaſt with her bill, and feedeth 
her young ones with the bloud diſtil- 


ling from her : and therefore ( faith” 


mine Author) the Egyptians did make 
that kind an Hieroglyphick of Piety 
and Pity , and upon that conſideration 
they ſpared them at their Tables. Now 
this creature is a lively piture and Em- 
bleme of Chriſt ; he parted wiih thar; 
which was molt dear unto him ; the 
ſoul in his body, the bloud in his 


veins, . and 


the reſt) the 


which was more, than all 
weet and raviſhinz appres-. 


henſions of.his Fathers love eclipſed ,. 


and darkned in his agonies,. and ſo to- 
rally eclipſed.,., that he cryed. out with 


Q; a 
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a foud voice; thy God, my God; why 
haſt thou forfaken me ? And all this he 
did in vis infinite pity aad Tove to us : 


the Apolllle tairh;thathe /ovt4 Bis Chnrch 


41d gave himſelf for it, Ephiel. 5. 25. 

Laitly, ' ClriRt'slove 1s Eternal and e- 
veriaſtins : a love that never decayes or 
waxeth old'; like the (tone Aſbeſtve, of 
which 1 read un Solinas', that being 


* Il. S$6- Ofice hot, it can * never A <pioh 


tir : poly- Titze love of Chriſt is like a Four tain 


T Ike the ficred fire, which never wet 


out. 1 have loved thee with an everlaſting 
love , (aith he, Fer. 31. 7, and in ano- 
ther place, with everlaſting kindreſs will 
T have mercy #pon thee, Though the Saints 
offe1d Chriſt often, yet he loves them 
(ill : he onely purges them and heals 
then of their ſptritual maladies, which 
cannot be dove without ſame ſmart : 
but he doth ot a whit. lelon,-6r detract 


his love from them. Though his people 


coffe upon him every day for 11ew fa- 
vours and new ſupplies ; yet his good- 
will is never wearied or tired 'out: yea 
though thouſands, millions of his Saints 
preſs upon, tfim at once; yet he hath 
for them all, - and the Fountain _ his 
I | ; oOVe 


to Beleveers, 
love is neveremptycd. I like the matter 
of the Poec very weil , although, 1 con» 
teſs his verſe be ſomething jiggith and 
toy t1ge | 
— 'Srmit nnus, ſumunt mille ; 
Quantum iſt, tantum ill : 
Neque ſunptus abſumitar, 

One Believer draws water of life, and 
{upply of all needfull bleſſings out of 
this Well of ſalvation ; and a thouſand 
like gracions fouls do the like ; and 
the one: draws as much as the thou- 
ſand ': and yet the Well is never drawn 
drie. | Now then a litile to re-capitulate. 
If the love of Chriſt unto his Saints be 
infinite, ' boundleſs and unmeaſurable, 4f 
1t begracious, free, and andeſerved, if 
it be liberal, rich, and bountiful. Laſt- 
ly, if it be eternal, everlaſting, and ne-= 
yer decaying, 0 what a whetitone ſhould 
this be to our affe&tions, what a ſpur 
to our Spirits, and what a bellows ta 
b'ow up, and kindle the fire of our love 
to Chriſt ? nothing doth more conct- 
Late and attrict love, than love it ſelf : 
it were horrible ingratefulneſs not to 
ſpend , and be ſpent ( as the Apottle 
ſpeaks ) for-one that hath loved us ſo 
mucb, as Chriſt hath doue: cetrainly if 


Q._ 4 love 
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Jer. 31. 3, 


Aot. 5. 
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love do not draw us unto him, . no- 
thing will. The a&s of Chriſt's love are 
the cords wherewith he draws ſouls 
unto himſelf. 7 drew them: with the cords 
of a man, with hands of love, ſaith he , 
Hoſea, 11. 4.. and in another place, with 
louing kindneſs have 1 draw thee *. *Tis 
an Argument. then, that we are not 
drawn at all, if loye donot effett it. 
Fiftly , Chrift beſtows ypon Believ- | 
ers his precious Spirit. That is that 
which Chriſt promiſeth to his Diſciples, 
Joh. 14. 26. The comforter, which is the 
Holy Gho#t, whoutthe Father will ſend in 
pr ame ( (aith Chriſt ) he (ball teach you 
all things, &c. Now let us conſider how 
excellent the Spirijt-is, in all the work- 
ings of it upan our hearts, and then w 
ſhall ſee what a precious and lovely gif 
Was. 
The Spirit of Chriſt doth theſe 
things. x2 IS 
| It illuminates our minds. 
\ Ir ſanctifies our natures: 
Jr ſeals our adoption. * 
« Firſt of all, the Spirit of Chriſt doth 
illuminate the mind and underſtanding : 
it opens the: windows of the ſoul , as 
I may ſay, aad ſets up a new Light in 
| INE lt 2 


' to Believers, © 
it : it brings .in light upon lisht. Even by 
nature men-have ſome Light, ſuch as 


itis: by Art and induſtry they acquire . 


more : but the ſaying Light of the Spi- 
rit -of Chriſt far excelleth all that of 
the natural man, as the Light of the 
Sun doth the light of the Moon, or as 
the Light of ſeven dayes doth the lighr 


of one ; hence is that pine by an excel- 


lency called the Spirit of wiſdom and un- 
derſtanding : and it is {aid to /ead #s and 
to guide us into all trath, Toh, 14. 16. / 
have many things ( ſaith Chrilt ):o ſay un- 
to you; but you cannet bear them now : 
but whep the ſpirit cometh; he ſhall lead you 
znto alltruth, that is , he ſhall open yqur 
underſtandings , he ſhall enlarge your 
Capacities , and ſhall make you able to 
comprehend thoſe Divine and heavenly 
Myſteries of the Kingdom of God , 
which ſhall be diſpenced anto yau. Ye 
have an unttion from the Holy one (faith 
the Apoltle ) and ye know all things, 1 
Jeh. 2.20, The Holy one here ſpoken 
of is the whole Trinity, God che Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt: the 
unction is not the Spirit it ſelf : but a 
thing different from the ef{ence and ſub- 
Nance thereof: v2. the grace of illumi- 

Tr OO ng nation 
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nation and ſaving Knowledge , where- 
with the eyes of eur minds veins anon 
ted as with an unttion, we come to 
know all things, not abſolutely, and - 
omniſciently , as God doth : but to 
know all things that are ne2dfull to be 
known unto tration. And hence 1n 
the 27. verſe,the ſame anointing 1s {aid 
fo teach #5, and that we need 30 other 
reaching, but that : it is called eye-ſa/ve, . 


| Revel, Zo IS, 


Secondly, the Spirit of Chriſt ſanQ- 


” fieth the hearts and nature of Believers, 


whereby they are really changed from 
the filthineſs of ſin unto the purity of 
Gods Image. that as Chritt himſelf is 
holy, ſo are they in ſome mealure by an 


- inherent holineſs : their jove and their 


hatred; their joy anc rizeir ſorrow, all 
their paiſions a!:d aTections, are not 
ſuch as they were before, but they are 
quite alrred and charged, new-moulded 
and faſhioned, made after Gods own 
heart, and conformed to his holy will, 
This is the bleſſed work of the Spirit + 
We are ſanttified through the Spirit and be- 
lref of the trmh , faith the Apoſtle , 
2 Theſſ. 2. 13, The Spirit is principal in 
{tamping the Image of God upon the 

| ſouls 
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ſoul: the Spirit it is that doth convey 
the eficicy of Chriſt's death and bloud 
unto us. Hence it is called in Scripture 
wind, fire, water, and the like. 
* Firſt, itisa wind. Awake 6 North, 
ard come tho South, Cant. 4. 16, and 
that for theſe reaſons. As wind allayeth 
heat : ſo the ſanRifying Spirit of God 
aſlwageth hot and burning diſtempers 
inthe ſoul ; it ſuppreſfles inordinate and 
laitful' deiires, moderating all our affe- 
tions, aid keeping them in a good tem- 
per. Again, as wie purges the air, and 
dries up fſuperfluons moiſture in the 
earth: io tbe Spirit purseth our corrupt 
natures, and dries up the excrementt- 
ons linmours of {in, which are Ene-, , _. 
740 w9. p P UNle 
mies ro ſpiritual wealth. Alſo * as the, q, 
wind is a Srear trutifier , cauſing the we. 
fruirs of the earth to ſpring out ; ſo the wind, die 
Spirit of God makes that ſoul , which &#*ra 
naturally 1s, as a barren and dry wilder-Jurude, 
neſs, (no plants of grace growing in It ; riſhing of 
but the weeds of tin rankling -every fruits ang 
where, to be a fruitful and flouriſhing orher 
garden, where Chritt delights to walk Pings. 
- and to take his repalt, bebolding how 
his" rrees.of Righteouſneſs .do ſpread, 
and bloſlom, and bear :moſt —_ 
ETLS aliens ruit. 
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fruit. When the wind of the Spirit doth 
blow upon the garden of the foul , 
then the ſpices of grace flow out: then 
Chriſt may come into his garden and 
eat his delicious fruits of union and - 
SanRification. The ſoul is not now an 
empty vine., neither dotlr it bear wild 
grapes ; it doth not bear grapes of gall 
and bitter cluſters, but fruits of Righ- 
teouſneſs and holineſs, moſt ſweet and 
well reliſhing , moft pleaſing and accep- 
table to Chrilt, 

Again, the wiad is a quickning and 
enlivening thing : the breath of every li- 
ving creatureisa wind: Come from the 
four winds © breath, and breath upon 
theſe ſlain, that they may live , ſaith the 
Prophet, Ezck, 37. 9. Now ſuch is the 


Spirit of God alſo; it raiſeth up che 


ſoul frram the death of ſin, and puts 
the life of grace into it; it ſets us upon 


our feec and makes us to walk before 


God in the Light, and in the land of the 
living. | 5, 

Laſtly, As the wind is not ju the 
power of any man, zt bloweth where it 
lifteth , as o'1r Saviour ſaith ;- and it is 


. impoſſible to hide it, Prov, 27.16. Sotke 


Sgirit of rezen2ration is not at the ar- 
bitrem&nt, 


+ - bo Believers. 
bitrement, will , and diſpoſing of any 
creature : bur it is ſ#: jwmris, at its own 
choice and diſpoſing, at its own plea- 
ſure, when, where, and how ir will 
breath and diſpenſe grace . Of bis own 
will begat he us with the worll of trmth, 
ſaith the Apoſtle, Faw. 1,18. ; 

Secondly, the Spirit of ſanAification 
is alſo called fire in the Scriptures ; H+ 
ſhall baptize you with the Holy-Ghoſt, and 
with fire , Mat. 3. 11. It reſembles fire 
in the purgins property thereof ; as fire 
15a great purger, attraftins and draw- 
ing corrupt airs to it ſelf, ſegregating 
and ſevering pure ſubſtances from droſs, 
as we ſee in the trying of cold and fil- 
ver: ſodoth rhe fre of the Spirit draw 
away from: our ſouls all peſftilent and 
infeftious ſents of fin , and by little 
and little purges away all the droſs of 
our corruptions. 

Again, 'The Spirit reſembles fire in 
the confaming property thereof : fire 
purgeth 'onely , when it meets with a 
ſabſtance that can endure it : but when 
it lights upon combuſtible mattrer, then 
it waſts and conſumes : ſo the fire of 
tlie Spirit doth no more, than purge the 
hearts of the Ele& : yer-it watts and con- 

h ſames 
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ſumes their luſts, becauſe they be things 
to be waſted and aboliſhed. A 

Laſtly, The Spirir of grace reſembles 
fire in the aſſimilaring property thereof : 
Fire turns other things that are approx» 
mate into its -own nature ; it. makes 
things hot, as it ſelf is hot : it propa- 
gates and ſpreads it ſelf, increaling its 
own flames by licking up and catching 
in other things toit ſelf: ſo the ſangi- 
fying Spirit of God doth fire our hearts 
and aftetions, heating them with his 
own heat, kindling them with his own 
ſacred ſparks; afſimilating and making 
Qs like unto himſelf : holy, as -he.is ho- 
ly, pure, as he is pure, and perfe&, as he 
is perfeft. The ſoul being ated. and 
wrought upon by the Spirit, -1s changed 
into the ſame glory, and. becomes ſpiri- 
ritual, like it ſelf. We know that a pa- 

er will ſmell of the musk or civet that 
is put in it: ſoa ſoul endygd with the 
' Spirit of grace, cannot but become gra- 
cious : it mult have the ſame ſavgur, the 
ſame odoriferous and plealing ſent that 
the Spirit it ſelf hath. . 

Thirdly, The precions Spirit, which 
Chriſt beſtows upon his Saints, is called 
water allo; becauſe as water waſhech 

| away 
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4way the filthineſs of the fleſh; ſo doth 
the Spirit the uncleannefles of the ſoul, - 
And again, as water hath a ſoftning 
and ſuppling vertue with it : ſo the gra- 
cious Spirit of Chriſt doth mollifie and 
ſoften hard hearts ; making them of im- 
enetrable and inſen(1ble,to become bro- 
Fo and coitrite, of ſtubborn and fro- 
ward, to be flexible and 'pliable unto 
Gods holy will : ſo that 'thongh they 
were before, like Leviathans heart, as 
hard as a piece of the nether milſtone ; 
yetnow they can tremble at judgments, 
ſubmir to commands , and be glad to 
cloſe with the promiſes of Chritt, Thus 
you ſee that the Spirit which Chriſt be- 
{tows upon - his' Saints, is a ſanRifying, 
a purging, a regenerating , a renew- 
ing Spirit. | 
Laſtly, This Spirit ſealeth our adop- 
tion, our filiation or ſon-ſhip unto us. 
By adoption we are received into the 
number of the ſons of God ;' and by 
the <pirit of Chriſt we come to be afſu- 
red of this prerogative. The Spirit of 
God ſeals: up our ſalvation and bleſſed 
{tate untous : The Apoſtle ſaith, That 
God hath ſealed us and prven us the ear- 
neſt of the Spirit in our hearts, 2 Cor. 1, 
23 
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22, Hehath given us the earneſt of his 
Spirit for the aflurance of our heavenly 
inheritance. The Apoſtles manner of 
ſpeaking, is taken from the cuſtom of 
men, who to aflure and confirm others 
in the truth of their premiſes and co- 
venants, are wont to ſet their ſeal to 
bills and bonds, and ſuch like inftru- 
ments : ſo God ſets his ſeal to all his 
promiſes, and to the covenant of grace , 
which he hath plighted with us, by gi- 
ving us his holy Spirit to renew us, to 
imprint his-1mage upon our ſouls, and 
to bear witneſs within us, that weare 
his children, and conſequently heirs of 
life and glory everlaſting. Now this Spt- 
rit is expreſly called che Spirit of the Sox, 
Gal. 4.6. Becauſe the Holy-Ghoſt ſea- 
leth up.our adoption-in Chriſt : ſo that 
through Chriſt it is made ſure unto us. 

| Ler us now ſum up all which, hath 

been ſaid of this gift : if Chriſt hath not 
withheld his gracious Spirit from us , 
but . hath. given even that untous, to en- 
lighten ns, to ſanctifie us, and ta aflure 
us of our adoption and ſalvation : where 

can we find greater favour, than this ? 
and where ſhould our mindes be lifted 
up into the opinion of any thing — 

| than 
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then of Chriſt s Doubtleſs, the giver of 
ſach a precious gift, ought himſelf to 
be much more precions unto us. If we 
make great account -of the gift, much 
more ought we moſt highly to efteem 
of the bettower of it. - 

Laftly, Chrift beſtows upon Believ- ot. 6. 
ers precious priviledges : and they are | 
w 5 but 1 will ſpeak onely of theſe 
we. | 

Accels to the throne of grace. 

Good fiicceſs of our pravers. | 

Firſt, Believers hzve blefled acceſs 7 
Let us come boldly nnto the throne of grace 
(ſaith the Apoſtle) that we may obtain: 
meroyy and find grace ts help in time of 
need, Heb. 4. 16, The Apotltles phraſe is 
{Elo mXPPyoids, a word which lignifieth' 
liberty of ſpeech, and boldnels of face, 
when a man intrepidly and undaunted- 
ly utters his. mind before preat ones, : 
without bluſhing, . without weaknels of? 
heart, 'without ſhaking of his voyce,' 
without” halucination z imperfection 
and faltring in ſpeech 5; when -neither 3, 
majeſty nor authority - can take off his. Fo 
courage, ſoas toſtop his mouth, and ... 
make him afraid to ſpeak. With fuch, _ 
ſpirits would the Apoſtle have us. to. 
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come unto God by prayer : we muſt 
come with parelie , with confidence of 
heart, and freedom of ſpeech, This is 
a fruit of. our acceſs to the throne of 
grace, to Which doubtleſs the Apoſtle 
would never have exhorted us, if we 
were not, blefled with ſuch a pri- 
viledge. | 

Again, Alike exhortation we have 
Heb. 10. 22. Let us draw near with a 
true heart , $v T\weoÞofict miStas, 3n full aſ- 


' ſerance of faith, that is, in ſkedfaſtneſs 


of faith , without wavering , without 
doubting. The Apoſtle means it of our 
full aflurance of Gods favour s and ac- 
ceprance of our perſons in Chriſt. In 
the Law, the high Prieſt going into the 
Sanftuary , did bear upon his ſhoul- 
ders, and in his peQoral or breftplate, 
the names of tie twelve Trives of /ſrae/, 
Now this figures unto us the great love 
that Chriſt bears unto his people : he 
hath them alwayes at his heart; he 
loves them moſt tenderly and dearly : 
he bears them alſo upon the ſhoulders 
of his mighty protection, carrying them 
aloft out of the reach of all adverſary 
power. And he is gone into the hea- 
venly SanQuary with #rivs and 7 hum- 
| mins , 


111 1%) Bp Belbawerss, 
#417, with the names. of his people'upon 
- his breaſt, for a memorial-.betore the 
Lord continually : ſo that now through 
his mediation we may draw near unto 
God inpferophorie, andfull affurance 
of faith : nothing doubting but |. that 
God. will. for his ſake accept both of 
our perſons and of our prayers. 
Secondly, Believers have not onely 
acceſs to God , but alſo good fucceſs 
of all their ſuits and petitions , which 
they put up unto him. Chritt by his 
office of mediation and interceſſion, is 
an advocate for his people,, and doth 1n 
his own perſon appear before God for 
them : he takes upon himſelf their ſuit 
and their cauſe, as an Advocate in Law 
doth his Clients, Hence is thatexceed- 
ing ſweet and conſolatory promiſe of 
the Apoſtle, 1 Joh. 2. 1, 2. 1f\any mar 
fin ( ſaith he ) we have an Advocate 
with the Father , Jeſus Chriſt the r1ghte- 
ous, aud he is the propitiation for our ſins, 
Here is never a word., but hath ſweer- 
reſsin it. Mark, I pray ; firſt he ſaich, 
If avy man ſin ; not as though there 
were ſome that did not lin: for that 
this very Apoſtle beats againſt expreſly 
inthe end of the firſt Chapter : but __ 
R 2 | - 
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he ſaith, /f a» av, he ſpeaks cordial 


things; he ſpeaks to the heart and com- 
fort of ſinners, ſhewing that with God 
there is no accepting of perſons ; but all 
without exception of any for exteriour 
adjunas. and qualities, do find grace 
in his ſight through Chriſt: this. is 
plainly the inference of the indefinite 
particle, Ay, 

Secondly,: He ſaith, That we have an 
Adwocate : an Advocate i$ a forenfical 
word, and it fignifieth properly one 
that is called to, or aflumed as an Aſſi- 
ſtant, as a friend, as an helper, as an In- 
terceſlor : ſuch Advocates did guilty 
ones among. the Greeks and Romans 
afſlame to themfelves. Now ſuch an Ad- 
vacate is Chriſt unto us: he is our Pa- 
tron, he is our ſpokeſ-man, he it is that 

leadeth our cauſe for us; he it is that 

y the merit of his expiation doth in- 
treat for us. | The Devill is called aur 
AvſiSizos, our Adverſary , another Law- 
term, x Pet. 5.8. he lays in hard againſt 
ns, and therefore he is elſewhere called 
the Accuſer of the Brethren : and guilty 
we are to0: but Chriſt is our T&exAjſos, 
our Advocate, and he intreats the Judge 
for us : he implores mercy and clemen- 
cy for us. - Third» 
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Thiedly, the Apditte 466k, that we © 


have an Advocate with the Father ; with 
him Rill at his right hand: ſo with 
him, that he is his own natural 'Son : 
ſo with him, that he needs bur onely ' 
ſhew himſelf for us, and without ſpeak- 
ing any word we are accepted. 4: that 
day (namely at that day when I ſhall be 
aſcended into heaven ) ye ſhall ask in 
my Name ( ſaith Chriſt) and 7 ſay un- * 
to you, that 1 mill pray the Father for you 
for the Father himſelf loveth'you ;, becanſe 
Je have loved me, and have believed, that 
1 came out from God, Joh. 16.26, 27. In 
theſe words Chriſt bids us not fo to: 


depend and hang upon him, as to bave . 


no confidence in God the Father, as if 
he were angry with us, anddid not love 
us. Chrilt is ſo an. Advocate with the 
Father, as that the Father is made ours 
fully and perfe&tly - and ſo the eager 
and malicious adverſary can do no» 
thing againſt us. _ - 
Fourthly , Our Advocate is Jeſus, a 
moſt ſweet and heart-refreſhing name ; 
it ſignifteth a Saviour ; one that doth 
not onely intreat for us, but perfealy 
ſave us ; other Advocates may intreat , 
and not prevail ; but Chriſt intreats 
=y 0 
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and prev ails . and 10 ſaves bits people. 

- from their (18s. | 
Fifcly, He is called Chriſt ; there's an 

addition and increaſe of comfort in this 
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name ; it ſignifies anointed. Chriſt was 


anointed to be aur Prophet , to ſhew - 
us the wayes of life and ſalvation : he 


was anointed to be our Prieft, to offer 
a reconciling ſacrifice for us. And he 
was alſo anointed to be our King, to 
protect us,and todeftroy all our enemies. 


'Sixtly , Our Advocate is. Called the 


Righteous, by an eminency, none fo 
righteous, as he - he is perfeQly righte- 


ou> : ſo that he needs not, as other Ad- . 


vocates,. to plead for himſelf : he plea- 
deth onely for us : and he muſt needs 
have good ſucceſs in his pleading; be- 
cauſe he is righteons himſelf : he is the 
Righteous ; juſt, and a juſtifier ; abſo- 
lutely and compleatly righteous by his 
own inherent purity; and conveying 
righteouſneſs to.us by imputation. 


Laſtly, our, Advocate is ſuch an one ; 


as ſtands in 'oyr room , and takes the 


- whole penalty and puniſhment due to us. 


for our offence upon himſelf : therefore 
the, Apoſtle adds, that he is the propiti- 
ation for our fins, that-is, he is the ſa- 

crifice 


crifice that implores and begs pardoning 


Mercy for us. Hence the bloved of ſprink- 
ling, that is, the bloud of Jelas Chriſt, 


Is Tad to ſpeak better things, than that of 


Abel, Heb. 12.24. for of Abels, God 
ſpeaks thus - the varce of thy brothers 
bloud crieth nato me fromthe ground. Abels 
bloud cried unto God for vengeance to 
be executed upon Ca! that-murdered 
him , but the bloud of Chriſt crieth un- 
to God for mercy to be. ſhewed unto 
poor miſerable finners, Now then if 
Chriſt be our Advocate, if he be an Ad= 
vacate with the Father , alwayes in his 
preſence, - alwayes near and dear unto 
him;if he b2 an Advocate,mighty to ſave; 


if he be an: Advocate ſepa rated and ſan- 


Qified of God himſelf, and anointed 
to bear Office for us: if he be an Ad- 
vocate perfealy righteous and blameleſs 
in his own perſon; if he be ſach an 
Advocate, as is willing to itand in our 
Read, and to bear the burthen of onr 
deſerts, like him that cried out when he 
faw his friend ready to beſlain. 

Me me) Adſum qui fectin ne converinie 
ferrum. we 

Me mei I am he that did the faq, turn 


your ſword upon me ; Laſtly, if he be 
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ſuch an, Advocate 3s refuſes none , but 
receives all. without exception,that come 
unto him : if Chriſt , I ſay, be ſnch an 
Advocate, . ſuch a dayſ-man , ſo every 
way qualified - and furniſhed to do us 
500d , then ſarely it cannot be, but that 
the prayers, which we preſent unto God 
in his name muſt find acceptance, and 
obtain a glorious return, Whatſoever 
you ath the Father in my name; hewill 
give it you, Aaith Chritt , Fob. 16, 23, 
Chriſt puts incenſe upon our prayers 
and mingles them with the ſweet odours 
of his own merits; he is the onely Al- 
tar of Chriſtians, ſanRifying all their 
Sifts and ſacrifices. Thus you have a 
taſte of the excellent priviledges of Be- 
lievers: through Jeſus Chriſt they have 
acceſs to the Throne of Grace; and ail 
their petitions find acceptance with 
God , returning ( as the Spies did our of 
Canaan) with great and weighty clu- 
ſers of bleſſings, or ( as Facobs ſons 
did from their brother Joſeph) full and 
loaden with good things. O then how 
precious, how loyely , how longed for 
ought Jeſus Chriſt ro be, who accumu- 
lates and heaps ſuch royal favours up- 
03 0s? whoſtores us with ſuch rich and 
9.” ineſtimable 
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jneſtimable gife*s, who gives us free in- 
greſs into the preſence of God, and re- 
greſs from him with joyfull hearts ; 
who makes way for our prayers, that 
they may come, as things of worth unto 
his Father, and ſends them back again 
with good newes ; and glad tidings of 
blefſed ſucceſs : how precious, 1 fay, 
and how highly to be elteemed, and re- 
garded is ſuch a BenefaRour;as this? how 
ought we to draw out all our love, and 
the very ſtrength, of our affeRions tg 
caſt them upon fuach a lovely obje& as 
this, and to embrace Jeſus Chriſt, who 
hath done for us above all that we can 
either name, or think, ? I paſs now ta 
ſome means by which we may awaken, 
and ſtir up our aftetions unto Chriſt. 
And herein I ſhall give no other direRti- 
ons, than the Church doth to the daugh- 
ters of Jeruſalem in Cart.5.10, Fc, And 
the occalion -was this. The Church was 
ſeeking Chriſt earneſtly, and diligently, 
and in her ſeeking, enquires of the 
daughters of Jer«ſalem for her beloved : 
upon which the daughters utter 'theſe 
words. that 15 thy beloved more than ano- 
ther beloved, 0 thou faireſt among women ? 
The Church for anſwer, and as a means 

| , : to 


to draw forth the affeions of the 
daughters ; ſets forth exactly the high 
perteQions and excellencies of Chriſt : 
& ſhe doth anatomize him in every part, 
and particularize him in every excellen- 
cy, ſetting him forth, thus : LO, 
Firſt, the Church deſcribes Chriſt in 
seneral, and that two Wayes. 
' 1. Politively. 
2. Comparatively-. 
Firſt, politively ; 22y beloved is white 
axd ruddy, verſe 10. that is, he is of the 
moſt compleat, perfect, healthy confti- 
tution. The ſtrongeſt complexion and 
conſtitution is noted by theſe two co- 
lours ; white and ruddy : and it denotes 
unto us the power and omnipotency of 
Chriſt, whereby he isable to do the 
_ greateſt things in the world, Allo his 
whiteneſs denoteth his purity and Righ- 
teouſneſs : and. ruddy , his own bvloud 
_ and ſufferings ; and likewiſe his venge- 
ance on his enemies , for he h:th his gar- 
ments dipt in bloud, 1ſatah 63. 2. : 
Secondly , ' comparatively, he rs the 
chief of ten thouſand * or having 9\T1 the 
banner above ten thouſand, Chrift is the 
Standard-bearer of ten thouſand , that 


doth excell all men and Angels, and all 
other 
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other creatures in the world. Now in 
Armies, the goodlieft men uſe tocarry 
the Enſign or banner : ſo Chriſt is in- 
comparable beyond all other , and hath 
the perfe&ionsof Angels, of men, and 
of all creatures beſide. Again, the En- * 
ſign is a, warlike Inftrament,- and the 
bearer thereof; one of the chief ; ſo 
Chriſt is for rhe Exſign of his people, Iſa. 
I 1.10. Ad all the Armnes in Heaven and 
earth do follow im, Rev. 19, 11, the 
Saints they worſhip hit, the Angels 
they adore him ; for he is the Liox of the 
Tribe of Fudah: and he is the fir t-born 
of God , ſet above all the Kings of the 
Earth, 

Secondly, the Church deſcends from 
her general commendations of Chrilt , 
to that which is more particular, ſetting 
him forth by all the members and linea- 
ments of his body. 

Firſt, the Church begins with Chrifts 
head, which is the moſt eminent part of 
all the body. H:s head is as the moſt fine 


| gold, verſe 11, that is, Chriſt hath a head 


moſt glorious and excellent, moſt ſplen- 
dent and ſhining , as pure as gold. This 
denotes unto us the beauty , dignity , 
eminence , and government of Chriſt, 
As 
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As gold is of a ſplendent -and durable 
nature ; ſais the goyernment and. dig- 
nity of Chriſt everlaſting and durable, it 
is Divine and heavenly, and of a glori- 
ous extent. | 
2. His locks are cnrled, aud black as a 
Raven, verſe 11. Black and curled locks 
are a lignof a hot brain, and they do 
argue quickneſs , and dexterity of wit 
and ſtrength : this denots to us the vi- 
Sour and ſtrength of Chriſt , and the 
depth of all his counſels, 
3. His eyes are as Doves eyes by the 
firearms of waters, waſhed with milk, and 
fiily ſet,verſe 12. that is, his. eyes are pure 
as Doves : ſo that he cannot behold any 
evil with the leaſt approbation ; and 
they are quick to ſearch all things : and 
they are white as milk, in that he doth 
behold his people in grace and mercy : 
Laſtly , his eyes are fit ly ſet ; that is, as 
a Diamond in a ring, or, as the filling 
ſtones, which are ſet in the hollow 
places of the golden Ephod , Exod. 25, 
7. and theſe (tones were called foxes of 
fulneſs , becauſe they did fit the hollow 
places in that golden Ephod. In like man- 
ner Chriſt hath fteady eyes, he is not 
Soggle eyed, (as wefay) but his eyes 
| | "" Me 
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. are ſteady and firm, they are as a ſtone 
ſet ina-gold ring, which cannot be tur- 
ned out of its place : ſoare Chrifts eyes 
evermore guiding his fight to look per- 
fe&ly into all things, both into the depth 
of Gods Counſels, and into the depth 
of mans heart and underitanding. 

4. Chriſts cheeks are as a bed of ſpices, 
as ſweet flowers, verſe £3. that is, he is 
like a bed of ſweet ſpices , or grow 
plants, that ſerve for pertume. This de- 
notes and ſhewes unto us Chriſts beauty 
and grace, his comelineſ; and gravity 
to alf that do behold him. All” Chritts 
Sraces are ſweet, and his fight & counte- 
nance hath a transforming vertue in it, 
it makes.thoſe that behold Chritt to t e 
like unto him , wirle ocher; behold his 


Slory , they are transformed into the [ume 


Image of his glory, from glory to plory, 
2 Cor. 3. 18. | 


5. His lips are like dropping ſweet ſmel- 


ling myrrh, verſe 13. The Lillie; are 
fair and ſweet of themſelves ; yet he 
adds, they drop pure myrrhe, This is to 
be referred unto the holy , heavenly, 
ſweet and gracious Doarime ot Chriſt. 
Honey aud myrrh, that is, love and mer- 
Cy, grace and goodneſs did flow ont of 


Chritts 
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Chriſts lips: ſo its ſaid in Pſal. 45. 2: 
grace was in his ips, Chriſts heart was a © 
creaſure full 'of all Divine grace and 
|. then needs muſt his lips be 
weet; yea, and far ſurpaſs in ſweet- 


neſs heney and myrrh. 
6. His hands are as gold Rings, ſet with 

a berill, or Chryſolite, verſe 14. The he- 
brew word TOW put for Chryſo- 
lite, (ignifieth a precious ſtone, The 
hands of Chriſt are ſet- forth with all 
ornaments and precious ttones, and ſhi- 
ning rings of Gold, This denotes unto 
us not onely the perſon of Chriſt ; but 
alſo his aftions and workings. The ope- 
rations of Chriſt are admixable and full 
of Majeſty, if we conlider them in the 
courſe of the creatures, in the Sun , 
Moon, Stars, in the growth of herbs 
and plants; ſoin all the Creation of the 
world, in gubernation , in ordering of 
the event of all things, and the like. 
The works of God are incomprehen- 
ſible, as in Fob,'g. 12. who ſhall ſay mn< 
to bin what doſt thou? that is, the things 
which he doth are too high for mans 
underſtanding, Now as all the govern- 
ment of Egypt went through the hands 
of Joſeph : {o all the works of God go 
| - * through 
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through the hands of Chriſt. The Fa- 
ther hach committed all his Judgments 
and works into the hands of his Son , 
Slorious therefore are the works, which 
Chriſt doth perform both in Heaven 
and in earth, 

7. His breaFt, or belly rs overlaid with 
Saphires, as bright Ivory, wer. 14. Ivos 
ry and Saphires are precious and beau- 
tiful : and with theſe Chriſt hath his 
belly overlaid. This denotes unto us 
the bowels and inward affetions, the 
tender, mercy and pityful commilſerati- 
ons of Chriſt toward his Saints and 
Children, 

8. His lepgs are as pillars of Marble, 
_ ſet upon ſockets of fine gold, ver. 15, That 
is, Chriſts wayes are full of Majeſty 
and power, and as Marble pillars they 
are firm and conftant , having ſockets 
of Gold to ſuſtain them, and to bear 
up his feet, whereby his way is perfeQ, 
by which he walks ſafely, treadin 
down his enemies under his feexg , an 
bringeth glad tidings of peace unto his 
people. | 

9. His looks , or conntenance 1s as Le- 
banon , excellent gs the Cedars, ver. 15. 


that is, Chriſt was of a goodly and tall 
ſtature, 


ſRature, like unto the Cedarsof Lebanon, 
a Soodly Mountain on the North (ide 
of the Land of Canaarv. This ſhews 
the majeſty and countenance of Chriſt, 


when he ſhall plead for his Church and. 


people agaiuft their Enemies 


10. His month or palate is ſweet, ver. 


I6. this is the ſame with his lips, and 
ſhewes how ſweet and comfortable , 
how gracious and amiable the Doctrine 
of the Goſpel is, this expreſſion is here 


again repeated to ſhew , that Chriſt is - 


bettef known in Si6n, than in any o- 
ther place. All the works of Chriſt 
are glorious, but his Goſpel exceeds 
them all in glory. The Goſpel is the 


glaſs , wherein we ſee the glory of. 


Chritt more clearly, than in any o- 
ther way ; therefore the words of Chriſt 
are much more ſweer to a Believers 
taſte, than honey , or the moſt ſweetelt 
of ſpices are unto the mouth. 

Laſtly, Chriſt is precious and amiable 
in his whole ſelf: yea, he 5 altogether 
Hovely, ver, 16, that is, Chrift is lovely in 
general, and he is lovely in particular : 
he 1s lovely in all parts, and altogether - 
yea, he is altogether fovely. As if the 
Charch ſhould have ſaid ; what ſhall. I 


ſay 


» 


23s The rodiſuſtof ill | 


Es ne, 


>| » 8 Believers. | | 
ſay more of my beloved? hes all over, 


and altogether lovely, Crit was lovely 


to God, to Angels, to Saints : hee was 
lovely in his nature and perſon , in his 
Offices and oraces, yea y 'he 3s ail over 
lvely,he is wholly deleRable. 

The Church having thus deſcribed 
her beloved, ſhe concludeth with an 
exclamation , this 1s my beloved, and this 
1s my friend, ohdaughters of feruſalem : 
this is he, that I ſought wich ſo much 
diligence , and; for whom I was lick of 
love :. this is.he , that ſhall have my beſt 
affetions, in whom 1 delire to gloty 


in: this rs my friend , oh ye danohters of. 


Jeruſalem, 
In the next words, we may take 
notice of the effe&t , that this comen- 
dation of Chriſt hath upon the daughters 
of Jeruſalem. Whither u thy Beloved gone, 
oh thou faireft amoug women? whiher s 
thy Beloved turned aſide , that we may 
ſeek hims with thee? The daughters hear- 
ing ſuch a high commendation from the 
Church of her Beloved : hearinp of his 
riches and glory , and of h's beauty and 
excellen:y.tſhe is enflamed with a deſire 
to ſeek Chriſt alſo. 
now from this Jingular effeR my 
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' The pregiouſueſs of chrift 


this commendation of Chrift wrought 
in the daughters of Jer»ſalem : Miniſters 
of the Goſpel may learn and ſee what 
their chief duty is ; namely , ro diſplay 
thoſe rich treaſures of grace , and that 
ſplendent ſhinins glory , which is in 


Chriſt, to publiſh and ſpread before 


men thoſe maniſvld excellencies , which 
beinhim, to draw and allure them un- 
to Chriſt. The Miniſters of the Goſpel 
ſhould imploy their whole force and 
ſtrensth this way , that poor ſouls may 


be drawn to eſteem highly of Chriſt. , 


Who will ſeek after that , which he 
knows not of ? and who will not ſeek 
afcer a precious jewel? O then tell peo- 
ple where-this jewel, this pearl, this 
treaſure is,that they may ſeek & ſearch, 
and become Merchants for to adventure 
all for Jeſus Cſtrilt. 

To conclude , ſtudy then all his ex- 
cellencies, riches, beauty , lovelineſs, of- 
fices,and the nature of Chriſt : meditate 
upon whole Chriſt, and upon all the 
parts of him ; and never 9ive over un» 
til thou haſt ſweeten'd thy ſoul, en- 
kind!'d thy love , and fixed all thy af- 
fetions upon him. Meditate what ChriR 
hath done for thee, what moved him 

ugto 


CY | —- C7 
to Believers, == 

unto it; and likewiſe how unworthy thou 

| art, and how thankful thou art, and let 
| theſe meditations draw forth thy affe&i- 

& ons - 0 

Agai , Feed upon Chritts love ; 

_ that which wee feed upon , turns into 
our awn nature : love is fuell for it ſelf ; 
love feeds upon love, and the perſon 
beloved : ſo let us upon Chriſts love : 
the more we live upon Chriſts love , - 
the more our love will be enflamed to- 
ward him. Kiſs ſweetly the glorified 
body of our crucified Saviour, with the 
lips of infinitely indeared and unexpreſ- 

| ible affeRionare love : though the gi- 
ſtance be great between Chriſt and the 
ſoul ; yet faith will bring them ealily 
together, 

Laſtly, Go to the everlaſting foun- 

' tain of Chriſts bloud ; let the cock 
run; rence thy ſoul ( as it were) inthe 
bloud of the Lamb; apply it for juſti- 
fication and ſanRification , ſo ſhalt thou 

> be free from the guilt and pollution of 

| fin - thou doſt ask but the acquittan- 

ce, the debt being paid in Chriſt. 
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